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MASONIC TEMPLE, THIRTEENTH STREET AND NEW YORK AVENUE NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON,

D. C. HOME OF THE GRAND LODGE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SINCE 1908. ITS CORNER-

STONE WAS LAID JUNE 8, 1907 BY GRAND MASTER FRANCIS J. WOODMAN WITH PRESIDENT

THEODORE ROOSEVELT PARTICIPATING AS A MASON IN THE CEREMONY AND DELIVERING THE

PRINCIPAL ADDRESS. THE BUILDING WAS OCCUPIED AND OPENED AT A PUBLIC RECEPTION ON

SEPTEMBER 28, 1908.
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INTRODUCTION

THE CRITERIA for presenting the printed history of a Masonic grand juris-
diction has varied under different Grand Lodges in the United States and
abroad. Our own centennial history, published by the Grand Lodge in

1911, was prepared by the late W. Bro. Kenton N. Harper, Historian of the Grand
Lodge and Past Master of Naval Lodge No. 4. The first proposal to prepare an
official history of the Grand Lodge had been advanced as early as 1857 by Grand
Master George C. Whiting, furthered thereafter by Grand Master Benjamin B.
French upon the recommendation of a special committee appointed by him. The
proposition was revived in 1871 and 1874 by Grand Master Charles F. Stansbury,
resulting in the appointment of R. W. Bro. William R. Singleton [Grand Secretary
from 1876 to 1901], a Masonic scholar and author of world wide reputation, who
was commissioned to prepare an official history of the Grand Lodge. Within a
comparatively short time Bro. Singleton reported that he had his manuscript ready
for publication. The surviving records indicate that Bro. Singleton's history dealt
not only with the Grand Lodge but was a comprehensive study of all bodies of
Freemasonry within the District of Columbia. A special committee offered some
objection to publishing a history of this extent, and action by Grand Lodge was
delayed in a series of proposals and counter-proposals until the matter was finally
dropped. It was not revived until 1905, after Bro. Singleton's death, but by then
his manuscript had disappeared and could not be found. With the approaching
centennial of the Grand Lodge, Grand Master Lurtin R. Ginn incorporated a posi-
tive recommendation in his annual address of 1905 that "an accurate and compre-
hensive history of the Grand Lodge and of Freemasonry in the District of Colum-
bia" be prepared and published as a feature of the centennial, and the Grand Lodge
voted its approval. Subsequently Bro. Harper was appointed to undertake this
task.

Thus it may be seen that the Grand Lodge adopted Bro. Singleton's conception
of the history, and thereby gave Bro. Harper authorization to prepare his work
on this basis. It was not only a history of the Grand Lodge but covered all as-
pects of Freemasonry within the District of Columbia in considerable detail.
Harper's history immediately became, and will continue to be, a permanent refer-
ence work on Masonry in this grand jurisdiction.

Contemplating that the Grand Lodge might wish to bring its history up to date
in printed form as part of its sesquicentennial observances in 1961, Grand Master
Frederic B. Blackburn in 1954 appointed the author as chairman of a committee
charged with the task of assembling the materials for such a new history, with
the idea the intervening time would make it possible for this work to be done in

7



SESQUI-CEN TENNIAL HISTORY 181 1-1961

a leisurely and thorough manner. At the end of his term in 1958, with the Ses-
quicentennial little more than a year ahead, Grand Master William H. Rohrman
initiated a Sesquicentennial Committee of which Past Grand Master Samuel W.
McIntosh was named General Chairman. The materials for a new history
having been assembled, the committee which had been assigned that task was
discharged. The General Chairman, with the consent of the Grand Master,
thereupon designated the author as Historian to prepare for the Sesquicentennial
Committee a new history which :might be approved for publication.

In these circumstances the author approached his task without so precise a
directive as the Grand Lodge had given to Bro. Harper in 1905. It was deter-
mined, however, that the principal purpose was to advance the history of the
Grand Lodge from 1911 through its sesquicentennial year, a time during which
many changes and important new undertakings had occurred. It was also believed
the usefulness of a new history would be enhanced and given a degree of com-
pleteness by inclusion of essential information before 1911, rather than to make it
merely a supplement beginning in that year.

Conditions fifty years later being far different than in 1911, it was also decided
to limit the new work strictly to a history of the Grand Lodge. Other bodies of
Masonry are of course mentioned in this history, particularly when their activities
touched those of the Grand Lodge, but unlike the Harper history no attempt has
been made to delineate the record of these other Masonic or associated bodies.
For one reason, a number of them have already published their own histories,
and others may do so in the near future.

For much the same reason this history does not attempt to detail the record
of the individual subordinate lodges, except for the most essential or unusual
particulars of their relation with the Grand Lodge. In most cases our lodges have
prepared and published histories, and we have cited these in the source footnotes.
There were 29 lodges in the District of Columbia in 1911. There are now 48.
In 1911 very few of them had compiled or published their histories, but today
the majority of them have done so.

Accordingly, the present work is a history of the Grand Lodge and has not
gone beyond this limitation. The principal source has been the printed Proceedings
of the Grand Lodge from 1811 to date, and other official records. The Grand
Secretary and his office promptly and graciously responded to every request.
The purpose of this history has been to select and present the factual information
which has continuing interest or importance, and to give references showing where
more detailed accounts may be found. An entire volume, for example, might be
written concerning the "Temple Heights" undertaking alone, or upon the chari-
table and benevolent activities sponsored by Grand Lodge during one hundred
and fifty years. In this history such subjects; are treated with comparative brevity,
but with notes to indicate the location of detailed reports, financial statements,
and the like, for the benefit of those who may wish to explore any particular sub-
ject in more detail.
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THE GRAND LODGE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Summaries which appear elsewhere in this history tabulate the names of scores
of Grand Lodge Officers, elective and appointive, over the past 150 years. It is
a fact that a chapter might be prepared for each name, relating that individual's
record of service and contribution to the welfare of the Craft. It is a temptation,
for example, to write fully of the work of R. W. Bro. Aubrey H. Clayton, Grand
Lecturer from 1932 through 1945, and Grand Secretary thereafter through 1951.
As Grand Lecturer he brought to the Grand Lodge School of Instruction a vitality
and enthusiasm which continues in that body to the present time in the standards
created under his leadership. It would be satisfying to relate in detail the devoted
services of Grand Chaplain John C. Palmer; of W. Bro. L. Whiting Estes; of the
services of Grand Masters Davison and Borden who died in office, and indeed for
all the others. It would also be gratifying to detail the often significant contribution
of members of Grand Lodge who were never Officers, but whose services on Com-
mittees and in other ways contributed to the well-being of Grand Lodge and of
Freemasonry in this grand jurisdiction.

We can only ask each person who glances through the long rosters of names
to try to grasp the fact that each name, individually, represents a story and a rec-
ord of service to this Grand Lodge.

R. B. H.
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Courtesy of The Library of Congress

AN EARLY ANDREW ELLICOTT ENGRAVED MAP OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT, DATED 1793. THE

AREA NORTH OF THE RIVER IS MARYLAND, WITH VIRGINIA TO THE SOUTH. L'ENFANT'S PROSPEC-

TIVE STREET PLAN FOR THE NEW CITY OF WASHINGTON IS SHOWN IN THE CENTER OF THIS MAP.
ONLY TWO BUILDINGS ARE INDICATED: THE CAPITOL, AND THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE. As OF 1793

THE SMALL AREA OF GEORGETOWN, LOWER LEFT OF THE CITY PLAN AND OPPOSITE MASON'S

ISLAND, HAD A LARGER POPULATION THAN THE NEW CITY OF WASHINGTON. IN THE LOWER
RIGHT HAND CORNER MAY BE SEEN THE THEN EXISTING STREET PLAN OF THE ACTIVE PORT TOWN

OF ALEXANDRIA, AND THE POINT AT WHICH THE CORNERSTONE WAS LAID FOR THE BOUNDARY

LINES OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT.
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BEGINNINGS OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT

And the appearance of Freemasonry

A LTHOUGH the Colonial States dated their independence from July 4, 1776,A it was April of 1789 which marked the real beginnings of the Government
of the United States of America. On April 4th the new Congress, replacing

the Continental Congress, held its first session in Federal Hall, New York City.
The inauguration of George Washington as the first President of the United States
took place in public view on the balcony of Federal Hall, April 30th. Curiously
enough, in the same month and year, the Grand Lodge of Maryland, meeting at
Talbot on the Eastern Shore, chartered a new lodge, Lodge No. 9, within the
area which was soon to become the Federal District.

One of the first questions considered by the President and the Congress during
the next year was the choice of a permanent location for the national capital of
the new Republic. A number of cities were candidates for this distinction and
pressed their claims vigorously. It was finally determined in 1790 that Phila-
delphia would be a temporary national capital for the next ten years, and that
the permanent capital was to be an entirely new city within a Federal District.

Philadelphia, the temporary capital, was one of the oldest of colonial cities
and rich in historic association. It was there that the Declaration of Independence
was written and proclaimed, and patriots from all parts of the colonies had as-
sembled there for the fateful sessions of the Continental Congress. Philadelphia
had many Masonic associations as well. Its most distinguished citizen, Benjamin
Franklin, had been initiated a Mason in St. John's Lodge, Philadelphia, in February
of 1730/1, and he had been elected Grand Master of Pennsylvania on June 24,
1734. In August of 1734 he issued from his Philadelphia press the first Masonic
book to be printed in America, a reprint of the 1723 London edition of Ander-
son's Constitutions of the Free-Masons. Independence Hall, then known as the
State House, was constructed during a number of years following 1732. It had
a direct tie with St. John's Lodge in that members of the lodge were supervisors
and workmen on the construction of the building, and "according to the old Ma-
sonic and family traditions, the cornerstone was laid by [Grand Master Benjamin
Franklin], and the brethren of St. John's Lodge." 1

While the Government of the United States moved from New York to its tem-
porary seat at Philadelphia, plans for the permanent capital were proceeding
swiftly. The so-called Residence Act of July 16, 1790 had authorized the Presi-

The Pennsylvania Freemason, official publication of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
Vol. II, No. 4, December, 1955, "Benjamin Franklin, the Freemason," by William J. Paterson.
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SESQUI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY 18 11-1961

dent to appoint three Commissioners who, under his direction, were to "survey
and by proper meets and bounds define and limit a district or territory . . .
deemed the district accepted by this Act for the permanent seat of Government
of the United States." President Washington appointed as Commissioners:
Thomas Johnson and Daniel Carroll of Maryland, and David Stuart of Virginia.
Dr. Stuart was President Washington's family physician, a resident of Alexandria,
and had married the widow of John Parke Custis, the son of the President's wife
by an earlier marriage. During the early years of his presidency there was fre-
quent correspondence between Washington and Stuart on many public questions.
Thomas Johnson was a resident of Frederick and an old friend of the President
even before the revolutionary war. Daniel Carroll was a resident of Montgomery
County, had been a member of the Continental Congress and a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention. All three had a vital and personal interest in promo-
ting the development of the new national capital, and worked very closely with
President Washington on these plans.

By March 28, 1791, President Washington arrived in Georgetown and dined
at a public dinner in Suter's Tavern 2 where he also lodged. For the next two days
he met there with the Commissioners, examined the surveys made by the official
Surveyor, Major Andrew Ellicott, as well as the plans then prepared by Major
Pierre Charles L'Enfant whom he had commissioned to lay out a design for the
new capital city. He also rode over much of the land being acquired, and con-
ferred with the landowners. The boundaries of the Federal District had now been
fixed, and included the cities of Alexandria [Virginia] and Georgetown [Mary-
land] on opposite sides of the Potomac river.

The Commissioners proceeded immediately to mark the boundaries, first ar-
ranging to place a marker at a point from which the first line of the Federal Dis-
trict boundary was to proceed. The ceremonies for placing this stone marker
were under the direction of Dr. Elisha Cullen Dick, then Worshipful Master of
Alexandria Lodge, and April 15, 1791 was selected as the date on which the
stone would be laid in due Masonic form., with Commissioners Daniel Carroll
and David Stuart participating. The newspaper account of this event, as it ap-
peared in Dunlap's American Daily Advertiser, April 28, 1791 is reproduced on
page 15. It is clear from this account that the ceremony was conducted by Alex-
andria Lodge and its Worshipful Master, though brethren of other lodges were
doubtless present. The only other Masonic lodge within the Federal District in
1791 was Lodge No. 9 of Maryland, in Georgetown, but brethren of other Mary-
land and Virginia lodges might easily have been in the locality for this occasion.

Thus, quite literally, Freemasonry was actively associated with the new Federal
District from the day its boundaries were first formally proclaimed.

In the middle of the seventeenth century, Colonel Ninian Beall received from
the Crown of England extensive grants of land in the upper Potomac Valley.

2 John Suter, the proprietor, was a member of the Georgetown Lodge.
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THE GRAND LODGE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

These grants had been made at the behest of the second Lord Baltimore in ac-
knowledgment of the services rendered to him by Colonel Beall at the settlement
of Maryland in 1634. Colonel Beall was especially enamoured of the region be-
cause, topographically, it afforded many reminders of his native Scotland and he
patented his holdings under the name Rock of Dumbarton. As others followed
Ninian Beall from Scotland, coming up the Potomac to engage in trade and es-
tablish homes, they too gave Scottish names to many of the localities. The princi-
pal Potomac seaport, equal to Alexandria and Georgetown in the mid-eighteenth
century, was named Dumfries. There is no doubt these early Scotsmen also
brought with them their ancient Masonry. A 1754 edition of The Holy Bible,
published at Edinburgh, and bearing an inscription to a Masonic lodge signed by
Colin Campbell, still survives.3 Later, Dutch and German groups began to come
down the Susquehanna Valley from Pennsylvania, attracted by the opportunities
in the Potomac section. While Alexandria served as a port for Virginia and the
south, Georgetown soon became the shipping and trading center for the west and
north.

In 1791, when the boundaries of the Federal District were laid out, there was
no capital city. The plan was to build an entirely new city. The area set apart
for it, within the Federal District, consisted of farms, fields and woods, with an
occasional home of a former landowner. The first building for the capital, upon
which construction was commenced in 1792, was the President's House. In 1791
President Washington wrote to Major L'Enfant:

For the President's House, I would design a building which should
also look forward, but execute no more of it at present than might suit
the circumstances of this country, when first it shall be wanted. A Plan
comprehending more improvements executed at a future period, when
the wealth, population and importance of it shall stand upon much
higher ground than they do at present.

The idea of designing for the future, but constructing only portions according
to current needs, was actually carried out in the case of the Capitol building. De-
signed to be appropriate to the anticipated future importance of the nation, only
one wing was first constructed and other sections constructed at intervals there-
after as the need arose. The design finally selected for the President's House,
however, did not lend itself to installment building. It had to be built in its en-
tirety, and when the exterior was completed the mansion proved to be far in ex-
cess of the needs of its early occupants and completion of much of the interior was
long delayed. The design had been selected from a competition in which it is said
Thomas Jefferson submitted plans anonymously,4 but the plans selected were
those submitted by a young Irishman named James Hoban.

s In the possession of Potomac Lodge No. 5, Georgetown, Washington, D. C. The inscrip-
tion is dated 30th January 1773 at Bladensburg [Maryland] "A present from Mr. Colin Camp-
bell to Saint Andrew's Lodge." No record of a chartered lodge of that name and time can be
found, but Masons of that day frequently "held Lodge" by inherent right.

4 D. H. Gillette, "November 8, 1948: The President's Household Must Move!", Office of the
Commission on Renovation of the Executive Mansion, November 1, 1949, p. 4.
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SESQUI-CENTENNIAL ]H ISTORY 1811-1961

Under the supervision of architect Hobart the foundation was made ready. At
this point, the nearest Masonic lodge, Lodge No. 9 in Georgetown, was invited to
lay the cornerstone. This lodge, now Potomac Lodge No. 5 of the District of
Columbia, has no minutes in its archives earlier than 1795. Fortunately, an eye-
witness to the cornerstone ceremony, which took place on October 13, 1792,
wrote an account of it to a friend in Charleston, South Carolina, where it was
printed in the Charleston City Gazette of November 15, 1792. We reproduce
the account just as it appeared in print at that time [page 16]. The account would
have been of interest to Charlestonians since James Hoban had lived there after
coming from Ireland, and he had also designed the South Carolina State Capitol.
The author of the letter, in the common phonetic practice of the day, misspelled
the names of Peter Casanave, Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 9; Dr. David
Stuart, one of the Commissioners; and Jo:hn Suter, proprietor of the Fountain
Inn or Suter's Tavern in Georgetown. There is no question of identity, however,
and the signatures of all three survive to show the correct spelling.

No Masonic minutes relating to the laying of the U. S. Capitol cornerstone have
survived, so far as is now known. George Washington's diary of 1793, which cer-
tainly would have contained an account of his participation, is still missing. As in
the case of the Federal District and the President's House, a single newspaper
article provides us with the only contemporary account of the occasion. We reproduce
the article exactly as it appeared in the Columbian Mirror and Alexandria Gazette
of September 25, 1793 [pages 17-18]. The ceremony took place on Wednesday,
September 18, 1793.' From the eye-witness account, and from the surviving me-
mentoes of the occasion, there can be no doubt that the cornerstone was laid under
the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, by Grand Master pro tem Joseph
Clark. By the same evidence it -is shown that President Washington was present
as a Mason, wearing his Masonic apron, and that he was invited to use and did
use the Trowel and the Gavel during the ceremonies.

Not mentioned in the newspaper account, but of special interest, is the fact that
Lodge No. 15 of Maryland, located in the new City of Washington, had been
chartered a few days earlier on September 1.2, 1793. Its charter Worshipful Mas-
ter was James Hoban, the architect of the President's House and one of the archi-
tects working on the construction of the Capitol, and the members of the new
lodge were for the most part engaged in one capacity or another on the latter
project.

Thus, by September of 1793, there were three regularly chartered lodges work-
ing within the Federal District: Alexandria Lodge in the town of that name, char-
tered by the Grand Lodge of Virginia; Lodge No. 9 of Georgetown and Lodge
No. 15 of the City of Washington, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Maryland.
In the first three years of the existence of the Federal District, the Freemasons
of the area had publicly participated, at the invitation of and with the civil au-
thorities, in laying the historic cornerstones of (1) the Federal District boundaries,
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A It X AND ) RI A, Apr. 12z.
On Fridaly tie Szth in{} the Hon.ba:.!

Carroll, and l. te ai Sfrtt, arired in
:hfs town, to foirrintund to fixing of the
iti Cor,",r-3S orof the fideral Dii.
By neglI4t, or a ccideottilh i abitas were
iot appr&ifJ of their coming and thre
aad not the opportunity of executing fully
bhat plan of operatio whtcheir ire in
:he bufinefs, and thdir refic fbr the Con-
niaioners, had preisouily fioggeRd.

The Mayor and Comronanty, ee
with the Members of the di es
f the Town, at . o'cloc waited on the
Eommiffiontrs at Mr. Wifs, where they
iad dined, and afer drinkiLg a glafi oi
*ine to the following fentimentx v
' tay tile StosR which we are aboutto

){ace In t und remain an immoveablk
timnt ,f atbe wlfdom aid unanimity

f North America," the company proceed -
d Jon > s PiSn-t in the olzlowng order:
Itt, The 'townrgeant----d, the hon.

Daniel Carrl and the Mayor-3d, Mr. El-
icott and the Recorde-th, uh of the

dernmen and CommonCouncil aswere not
:re ma - th rars, th fraers-h the
naier of odge No. %% wi& Dr. David
Stewart at hil i iht, and the Rev. James
Muir at his left, ollowed by the reRf of the
Fraternity, in their u{al fbrm of proceffion,

and laftly, the citizens, two bytwo.
When Mr. Ellicott had af:trtained the pre-
:ife point from which the firft line of the
~iirid was to proceed, the Maiter of the
Lodge and Dr. Stewart, afslitfd by others
3f their brethren, placed the Stone; after
whicil a dep o5, of corn, wine and oil was
naode upon it, and the following obiervati-
ms were delivered by the Rev. James
Muir:

s "Of America it may be Lfid, as it was
)f Judea of old, that it is a good land, and
;arge; a land of brooks of waters, of foun-
:ains, and depths lhat fpring out of valleys
md hills-A land of wheat and barley, and

vines, and hg-trecs, and pomegianlates; a
land of oil olive and honey, a la id wherein
we eat brea:d vwithout £arcenefs, and have
lack of nothing; a land whole 0tones are
iron, and out ot w lhotf hitls thou mayelt dig
bra{i: a land which the Lord thy God car-
eth fr, the eyes of the Lord thy God are
'always upon it, from the begirnin of the
year even unto the end of the vear .-- May
Americans be gratcful and virtuous, and
theyg 1fill fecure the indulgence ef Provi-
dence ! Ma they be unanimous and jult,
and ther i'all rife to g-retfzt; - ! AMay true
patriotifn aauate every heart! May it be
the devout, and univertal with, " Peace be
within thy valls, 0 Americl a! and profpe-
rity within thy anlaces !" Amiablk it is for
brethren to dcacll in unity. It is more fa-
grant than the perfumes on Aaron's gar-
ment! It is more refrefing, than the dews
on Hermon's hill t

"s May this Stone lone g commemorate the
goodn;s of God in thoLf uncommon eve nts
wvlinch have given America a name amon
the nations-trnder this Stone mavjealouiy
and lEliifhnei be forever bur;ed! i :roIm this
Stone mav a ijuperlh-ItruTre ariif. whobe glo.
ry, whoIl magniificencec, \vhofe ttbility,
unequalled hitherto, ihall aiioni.h th' wotli
and invite even thkf iftvae of the wildernefs
to ta!:l fhAter unc0dr i:s roof!

1he comnppany partook of mo;nc liquid re-
fiefhmnent, ant' returned to the place fromn
whlen::e they came, where a number ot
toat5 *ere drank, diid the folloving, which
was deECiered bv the MPaf er of the Logit-,C
w;:+, receivert with every token of approba-
tluo :

Rf ebt "".,n Grjntlwen,?C ,
"M Al;v Y:I Uf7;',"At rey-eyed Mon.

Ocrl," be buried deep ultder the work
h;ich w;e have tl-s d ,v conp leted, I n'I
o raid againa with;n the rFedierld DDtrt!"

It rnay be ffeiy pronaunctd iha: t!Is, or
a Iniar t nti-nmt pm laded thei bralk' oa

:vrvy in:idjdul prefint on the o.tIjon:.

REPRODUCTION FROM Dunlap's American Daily Advertiser, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

ISSUE OF APRIL 28, 1791, BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE OF THE

FEDERAL DISTRICT. THE MASONIC CEREMONY WAS PERFORMED BY THE MASTER OF ALEXANDRIA

LODGE No. 22 OF VIRGINIA. THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COPY FROM THIS 18TH CENTURY NEWSPAPER

WAS OBTAINED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA.
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REPRODUCTION FROM THE CHARLESTON City Gazette, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, ITS ISSUE

OF NOVEMBER 15, 1792, PHOTOGRAPHIC COPY SUPPLIED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF THE

CHARLESTON LIBRARY SOCIETY. SO FAR AS IS KNOWN, THIS IS THE ONLY CONTEMPORARY AC-

COUNT OF THE LAYING OF 1-HE CORNERSTONE OF THE WHITE HOUSE, THEN CALLED "THE

PRESIDENT'S HOUSE." THE ACCOUNT WAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO CHARLESTONIANS OF THE

DAY, THE ARCHITECT, JAMES HOBAN, HAVING RESIDED IN THAT CITY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL FROM
IRELAND.
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The Columbian Mirror and Alexandria Gazette.
ALEX AN DR IA -PR INTED, EVERY WDNESD.AY AND SATUADAY, BY E L L I S PRICE, AT THE EAST ED 0oF THg MARKET-HIous.

No. 83.] WEDNESDAY, Sr.PTEMBER 25, I793. [Vol. .

G x oit;e-To vxs, Sept. 21.
On XWedr-f(ily !aq o,:e of th: granldelt MASONIC

l'rct-elli,. t. k piine,:, whic h p::rhaps ever was exhihit, d
on the like in. lritart occalofiu : It was in all probability
n;:ch fa. i:tat',l i,'v an aldver tifemient which appeared ma-
niy d ys befiore in lrveral riew;-papers of this fiate.'

A bout to o'cl,,c;, I..lqe, No. 9, were vililted hy that
C ur;,re Ircganiti, fi a.liil th le Crafi, I odge, No. a2,
of Virginlia, whh; ail liir ()Olficcrs aridl Regalia, and di-
rc.ly afe;'dwards .lpcaire l otf tlhe f'iuthirn banks of'the
(;rand River l onitmck: one of the lielnci companies of
Voiintc r Art ll.i y that has beei lately feen, parading to
r.eccive the I'r. idei't of the United States, who lhortl`
camie in: li, ht wiih his fifite-to whom the Artillery pail
their military liiuor%, and his Excellency and fuite crol.
ci t te l'itnmaik, ard was received i NMaryland, by the
1t;,incrs a:l lBr.lthlret of No. 22, Virginia and No. 9
Mlaryland whom thie !'relident headed, and precedcd b' a
tan.l of nniic; the rear brought ulp by the Alcicxandria V7.-
hintccr Artillery; with grand lolemnly of tiarch, proceed-
cdl .t he Prelidenit's fqilare in the City of Walhington
where the' wie met and falhtc,, bv No. ts5, ofthe City
of Walhingnton, in all th:ir elegant rcgalia, headed by
Brother Josltn CtLARK, Rt. WV. C. M.- P. '1.
and condr-ied to a large Lodge, prepared for the putrpofe
of tber recelption. Afier a lhort fpace of time, by the
vigilence ofi:rot!cr C. Wo fTHY STrr. p ttENsos, Grand

,arfl-iall 1'. T. tile Brotherhood and oither Lodies were
difpofid s"a fetond order ofproeellion, which took place
amidfil a brilliant crowd of fpeitators cf both fexes, accor-
ding to the following arrangement.
VIz. - The Surveying department of the City of

WaCiington.
Mayor and Corporation of George-Town.

V irgnia Artillery.
Commilfioners of the City of Walhnigton, and their at-

tenidants.

Stone Cutters, Mechanics,
Two Sword Bearers.

Mafons of the i l. degree.
Bibles &c. on Grand Culhiomts.

Deacons within Stalffs of lli. e.
Mafons ofthe od degree.

Stewards with wands.
Maflns of thc 3d degree.
Wardens with titincheons.

Secretaries with tools of Olfice.
Pall Mailer with their Regalia.
Treafurers with their Jewels.

Band of Mulfic.
Lodge No. 22, of Virginia, difpuofcd in their own

Order.
Corn, Wine, and Oil.

Grand Mailer P. T. George Walhington; W. IM.
No. 22, Virginia,

Grand Sword Bearer.
The proceffion marched two a-breall, in the greater fo-

lemn dignity, with mnufic playing, drums beating, colours
flying, anl fpecators rejoicing; from the Prefident's
Square to the Capitul, in the City of VWallfington; where
tie Grand Marfiall ordered an halt, ai.d diretled each

file in thle procclli'on, to incline two fleps, one to the right,
and one to the left, and face each other, which formned
an hollow oblong fquare; through which the G rand Sword
Bearer led the van; followed hy tile Grand Malier P. T.
on the left-the Prefident of the United States in the
Centre, and theWorlhipful Mailer of No. s2, Virginia,
on the right-all the other orders, that conpofed the pro-
ceffi)n advanced, in the reverfe of their order of march
from the Prefident's Square, to the fouth-eafi corner of
the Capitol; and the Artillery filed off to a defiined ground
to difplay their manceuvres and difcharge their cannon:
The Prefident of the United States, the Grand Mailers
P. T. and the Worlhipful M. of No. 22, taking their
fland to the EaRt of a huge Rone; and all the Craft, form-
ing a circle weflward, flood a fhiort time in filent awful
order;

The Artillery diftharged a Volley.
The Grand Marlhall delivered the Commillioners, a

large Silver Plate with an infcription thereon, which the
millioners ordered to be read, and was as follows: !
This South Eajr corner Stone, of the Capitol .f the Unit-

ed States of America in the City ef PF-azhington, was
laid cn the t8thday of September 1a93, in the thir-
teenth year of American Independence, in thefirft year
o theecond term of the Prejidency of George }faJfhing-

tor, whofe virtues in the civil admrinjlration of his
country have been as confpicuous and beneficial, as his
Military valor and prudence have been ufeful in efta-
liJAing her liberties, andin the year of' Malonry 5793,

by the Grand Lodge of Maryland, fieveral Leodges un-
der its jurifdifion, and Lodge No. 22 Jfrorn Aklexan-
dria, Virginia.
THOMAS JOHNSON,
DAVID STUART, I CoMMtsSIONERs.
DANIEL CARROILL, J
JOSEPIH CLARK, R. W. G. M.-P. T.
JAMES HOBAN,
STEPIHEN HALLATE, } Architels.
COLLEN WILLIAMSON, M. Maton.

The Artillery diJi:harged a Volloey.
The Plate was then dclivcred to the Prefident who, at-

tended by the Grand Mailecr, P. T.-And three molt
WVorlhipfil Mailers, defe trindd to thir Cavell'Un trench-
and depofed the plate, and laid on it the Corner Stonetc of
the Capitol of the United Statre of America; on which
was drpofed Corn, Winte, aid Oil: When the whole
congrcgatilon joined in awfill prayer, which was tlhceed-
ed by IMafonic Chanting Iomnor's and a volley from tilhe
Artillery.

The Prefilent of the United States, and his attendant.
Brethren alicended from the cavc llon in tIheC Eall of the
Corner Stone, and there the GraDd Mailer P. T. ele-
vated on a triple rollrum, delivered the following

() R A T I ) N.
My WoR'riv 13atr.:rHEN,

I perfime youl explcti I Ihall in fome mrlfilre adircfs
you oft this very ilp,,rt at rctalion, which I coufti'ls is
a litty ineuodiileti oln mie, altlhiigll quite ilnadilaiase ti the
talk, aendeirely Itrnpreparid, for itutil highI Mci i"an
yeficrdlay I was tnot folucit d, nelither had 1 a coneeption
to have thc performancc of ifis dity.
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'Therefoire ynou will acrept my ohlcrvations with Bro-
therly love, t hey are, I allire you fincere ; and ditiated
by a purc Maonic lieart, thoigh very brief.

Volley./roan the Artillery.
Brothers, I beg leave to declare to you that I have,

anl I cxcl-t that you alfi)have every /wpe that teegrand
work we have done to-day will be handed down, as well
by record, as hy oral tradition, to as late polfterity-as
the like work of thatever munnuorable temple to our order
ercflcd by outancient G(. M. Solomon.

Vollky fromn tels Artillery,
The work we have done to-day-!ayiing the Corner

Stone of this defigned magnificent temple, the Capitol of
our extenlive and populous flates of veteran republicans
flates which were recovered, fettled, and permanently,
eflablifhied by the vittuous atchicvements and bravery of
our molt illultrous brother, and benevolent friend to mans-
kind, George Walhington.

Volley fromn the Artillery.
I fay, thlat we farther hope that this work may be. re-

membered for many ages to come as a (imilar work hath
'ruinm the commencement of tim: to this re.arkable mo-
nenot: I mean the workof laving the Cornsr Slse d
sur ancient honourabic and fublime order,

Volley from the ,4rtilry,
We alfo hopc thats the Grand Archised ofall mlfVre

Mlafois and Malter may continue his gretat Sfss aof'al$y
o ali thoce concerned, to perrevere in rafisn, M ssMey
ol this particular corneucr flonc-bugs on evcry o.dt et-

(or lotae, already planted, and that may be pinteJ, se
this exienllive Site for a Commarcial FederalJ (iy
'3.dlices fo durable, with ilrength atJd beauty, dal wlgb
co:nmon care and nmirture they may not ecvy ltoe,

And we fariher hope that all the Edifies whih ma
b e crecied in this Territory of Columbia, nay be nmura-
o.ully inhab;ted widtn ctizvels, to mnerit every conmteA-
ton fur their Virtue, Honour, Bravery, Induly anld
Arts.

Voley from the ArtilUery.
And I hope that our fulper-excellent Order may here

be indefatigably laborious, not only to keep in good re-
pir, our Hallowed Dome; but be incefantly induflri-
ous to adorn it, with the Grand Theological VirtucsS,
Faith, Hlope, and Charity: and embellifh it with W.if-
dom, Strength and Beauty.

VollUcy from thre Artillery.
My Dear Brethren,

It would be ungreatful-Indeed I thiik inrpofmble on
this occafiua i,o: to notice, iundir ihe aufpices tof our
moll glorious divine Providtcce: the rapidity of the
growth of thefe m.agnificent buildings, anid ihis extenfive
City, in fo fhortta periid ; by the alfiditous indefaiigable
labour aid indrtilry, of. *t ;iofe very valuable characters
for Virtue, Honour, Utiderllanding a.id Ability, who
have had not only the fupreme command, but in every
grade.

Volley fram the Artillery.
Brothers, Fermit enc to fuggelt to vOur underflandings,

if fu much .au be done b); the local aflillance of two fif-
teenths of thefe vaft States. by fuch an eminent Leader,
exceileat Dire/lors, Architeets, Surveyors and Mecha-
nics: what ought we to conceive will be done by them.
when aided by thie remaining Lhirt-en-filteenths, whowili

fet to wit.h willing and pewerful hands, not in a local and
fparing, but in an infinite generous and loving manner.
And in addition thereto, an univcrfality of itndividuals,
like innumerable hives of bees bellowing their iutnallrious
labou:r on this fecund paradife.

Volley from dtie Artillery.
Then, my dear Brethr.., Architecture, Mafonry,

Arts, and Commerce will grow with a rapidity inconceiv-
able to me, and therefore incom)arable.

Brethren although I have neither wiflses nor preten-
fions to divination, yet I venture to prophecy, from fome
intumtive lenfe, that all I have fuggrafed to yo)u will foon
come to pars: -X'he-n we (hall all, hail ! Bleffetd' 'Territo-
ry of Columbia-favoured land, foon, very foon indeed,
.i.alt' :.d ,yrt.s of t? pc.cacfuit and delgliItfLl Citv, be
eited by the comme.rcial intereft of the united world,
then happy thy fons, aad thricehappy thofe, whofe pru-
dentce at fuorcfighL have induced them to become thy ci-
tl:ens.

I''lley from the Artillery.
It mutf, mryv .lar Brethren, be evident to all our un-

cerl!-tadings, 'hat not al,'ne nature, but Providence, hath
mar;ke'l thei r itenti his, in the mnoll ir.ndeliable manner to
make tuis the feaL for the Gianld Mark, the fup:r-excel-
lent empcrnim iof plities, commerce, induliry and arts
of th. United S..--Seated in the very centricity of
OIT r*public-_-, ti: baiks ,f one of the i;obleft rivers in;
the univerfe-infliciently capacious to eretl thereon a ci-
ty cqial, if not fipe or, lri in mgnitude to any in the
vorld-lt balls, ba: then very truly-a climate ithe moft

ferene and faliorious ---eqial of accefi front all the car-
ditnal and inticrnl'dal points as any place that kind nature
cver frmned esell 1-I.-'V 1 .il e Coicelliion of art-wantiig
no d.'fcince but vhal is mi, and evcr will be in, I trufi,
the in.c F diwv y.,' .ivv'ry ,ri its fuunder and citizens.

.; : l r'./ ide Art 'l'ry.
Although it is t .! dis t, 'tlwth of, yet there is already

planted in this gardeni or youig nuirfcry of the arts, and
.thi bhloTolned nimnerousllt w l crs. that bloom with high

Itlrhe in their varions departmenits, (not to mention itsl
c-,,r to be revered f.u'.ier) In t its finalnces, condiCtors,
pr .jedtorr, dcl.Lia:ris antI ec,'ctive geniufu.s without
inumilr.a d saini. ,.i',lin not omily brethren ofour order,
but brothers oul hilcr-excellenit and tublime liimnatiosn.

I "/v ./rosem thie Artillery.
Certainl!y :ny dt.- !,t:iris, it mull be as grateful to you

as 1: is to *.:', t- .dloils .ie great pleafure of laving this
cor;c:! fl,.:, wia ch we hope. expett and fincerelv pray to
proii c in imimer *,bi orne" lihnes ; and that on cvery one
ofilvhn, ?:ay lp!ig inmuenfeedilices. VWe fcrventWv pray
to lthe :, .t grandl mallerof Heaven, Earth aid all 'things
tof lt: iintiite win~oau, lhenthts, godnefis anid mercy, to
grat::. So may it ne.

'Ihe ,!ayer was (Ihcceieded by IMafronic chanting, honor,
and a ilteciuth volley fromt the artillery.

T'he whole eomn.tly), retired to as extenfive booth,
where an ox of soo lIs. weight was barbaciuecd, of which
thie compatny gciel.ily partook, with every) abundance of
othcr recreation. 'Thlie lflc ival concluded with fifteen fic-
celive vollies from the aroilcry, sholIe militia dilfipline

and mantxuvres, merit every commesndation.
Before dark the whole conpally departed, with joyful

hopes Qf the produttion of their labour.

--o-C--O-O -0-0--
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THE GRAND LODGE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1791; (2) the first official building, the President's House, 1792, and (3) the
United States Capitol, 1793.

Worshipful Masters

Alexandria Lodge, with a long earlier list of distinguished Masters, had elected
as its charter Master, under its new charter from the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
the most prominent man of the day, George Washington, then about to be in-
augurated first President of the United States.5

Lodge No. 15 of Maryland, located in the City of Washington, had elected as
its charter Master, James Hoban, at that time the architect mostly prominently
identified with the new capital, architect of the President's House, one of those
working on the Capitol building, and certainly one of the best known of his pro-
fession, with a long record of accomplishments although still a young man.

The charter Master of Lodge No. 9, when the charter was granted on April 21,
1789, was Charles Frederick Fierer. 6 At that time he was editor of the first news-
paper in Georgetown, The Times and the Patowmack Packet. A German from
the principality of Hesse-Cassel, he had come to America in 1776 with the Regi-
ment vonKnyphausen, attached to the British forces, as a young ensign. He had
been taken prisoner by General Washington's forces on that fateful Christmas
eve after the crossing of the ice-filled Delaware river at Trenton. He was sent on
prisoner parole to the active American community of Dumfries, Virginia. During
this parole he made friends in the locality and became attached to the American
cause. Upon being returned to his regiment in an exchange of prisoners, he made
application to his commanding officer for permission to resign his commission,
and was informed the request could be granted only if he obligated himself not
to join the American forces. Declining to give such a guarantee, Fierer thereafter
left his regiment without authorization, made his way up the Hudson to Wash-
ington's headquarters where, seemingly by prearrangement, he met Colonel William
Grayson whom he had known in Virginia and was introduced by him to General
Washington. Commissioned a Captain, he served the Continental Army through-
out the remaining years of the war, being promoted to the rank of Major. While
in the Virginia Cavalry he was thrown from his horse and sustained injuries which
were to shorten his life. After the war he settled in Georgetown, publishing its
first newspaper, The Times, and the Patowmack Packet. It was while he was
editing the newspaper that he traveled to Talbot on the Eastern Shore, where the

5 The term "charter Master" has been questioned by some historians. The subject is fully
covered in William Moseley Brown, George Washington, Freemason, Richmond, 1952, p. 355.
The earlier history of Alexandria Lodge, and George Washington's connection and associations
with it, may be found in the same work.

6 Charles Fierer's story has been pieced together from original sources. Photostats from Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania and other colonial records, and from the Journals of the Continental Con-
gress, relating to Fierer, have been assembled in the archives of Potomac Lodge No. 5. The
German form of his name was Carl Frederich Fuihrer.
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Grand Lodge of Maryland was meeting, and obtained a charter for "a number
of respectable brethren of George Town," designated as Lodge No. 9 and dated
April 21, 1789. As his ill health became more oppressive, he left Georgetown
and returned to his "first home" in America, Dumfries. He died there, December
9, 1794 "a long time weak and sick in body" as one learns from his will, with
strength at the end only to make his mark in contrast to the strong signature on
so many papers still preserved in the records of the Continental Congress. He
was buried in the hilltop cemetery by his brother Masons and fellow members
of the Society of the Cincinnati.

These were the three charter Masters of the lodges which were working in the
new Federal District at the end of 1793.

There is evidence of another Masonic cornerstone ceremony in the Federal Dis-
trict in 1793, prior to the laying of the U. S. Capitol cornerstone. In 1839, when
clearing the debris after the erection of the new General Post Office, on the site
where the Union Public Hotel had earlier been located, an engraved copper plate
was found and preserved. It is reproduced below, and explains itself:
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THE GRAND LODGE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The Georgetown Situation

After the end of 1793, Lodge No. 9 in Georgetown faced critical difficulties.
These had been accumulating since the beginning of 1792. In January of that
year nine of its members who had removed from Georgetown to Port Tobacco
in Charles County, Maryland, petitioned Lodge No. 9 for dispensation to hold
a lodge at that place "until [we] have it in [our] power to obtain a regular estab-
ishment from the Grand Lodge of Maryland." The signers of this petition in-
cluded Alexander Grier, who had been charter Senior Warden of Lodge No. 9,
and Samuel Turner, Jr., who, previous to leaving for Port Tobacco had been
Secretary of the Georgetown lodge.

In the small lodge memberships of those days, ordinarily under 20, the loss of
nine members was no inconsiderable factor. Charles Fierer, the charter Master,
had also left Georgetown by this time. Although the minutes earlier than 1795
have not been found, enough contemporary evidence has survived to show that
Lodge No. 9 continued to work through 1792 under Worshipful Master Peter
Casanave, in 1793 under Worshipful Master Valentine Reintzel, and into 1794
under Worshipful Master Thomas Beatty, Jr.

However, on October 22, 1795 a petition was presented to the Grand Lodge
of Maryland signed by eleven Georgetown brethren setting forth that Lodge No.
9 had become inactive through "a remissness in the execution of its by-laws by
the proper officers and from sundry other causes . . ." and that the signatories
considered it impossible to revive the Lodge under its No. 9 charter.8 The signers
included Thomas Beatty, Jr., Worshipful Master in 1794. It would appear, there-
fore, that there had been a chism among the members earlier in 1795, that these
signatories were in opposition to the Master and others [the identities unknown
through lack of surviving minutes or Grand Lodge records], and the petitioners
were accusing them of disregarding the by-laws and permitting the Lodge to be-
come inactive. The solution to such difficulties would be far different today when
a Grand Lodge would investigate such charges, the offending officers be subject
to suspension or trial, but such procedures if not unfamiliar would have been very
difficult to carry out under 18th century conditions of communication and travel.
The petitioners, all members of Lodge No. 9, sought a new charter to resolve
these difficulties. The petition was granted and the eleven former members of
Lodge No. 9 thereupon organized a newly chartered lodge under the designation
Columbia Lodge No. 19, with James Thompson, Master; John Suter, Jr., Senior
Warden; Thomas Beatty, Jr., Junior Warden; John Reintzel, Secretary; and An-
thony Reintzel, Treasurer.

7 Full text in Kenton N. Harper, History of the Grand Lodge and of Freemasonry in the
District of Columbia, Washington, D. C., 1911, p. 15. [This work is hereafter mentioned as:
Harper's History.]

8 Ibid., p. 24.
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The officers were installed at the first communication under the new charter,
November 7, 1795, not much more than two weeks after the petition had been
received and granted by the Grand Lodge. The minutes of Columbia Lodge No.
19, together with its by-laws, are extant from this date to December 12, 1796.
At the latter meeting the officers for the ensuing year 1797 were elected, and the
Lodge voted to accept the invitation of Federal Lodge No. 15 to join them in
procession to Divine Services on the next St. John's Day [December 27th]. The
minutes end here, although ten blank pages follow on which they could have been
continued. It is possible, of course, that there were meetings in 1797 but no rec-
ord of them survives and nothing remains to indicate Columbia Lodge No. 19
was active at any time thereafter. The lodge had commenced with 11 members,
and had 16 on its active rolls as of December 1796. What may have occurred
thereafter in deaths, removals from Georgetown, or other difficulties, remain pure
conjecture.

For the remainder of the 18th century, and until November of 1802, Federal
Lodge No. 15 was the only Masonic lodge working in the Maryland side of the
Federal District, with Alexandria and Brooke lodges working in the Virginia side.
Freemasonry was dormant in Georgetown.

New Lodge Chartered at Alexandria

On November 29, 1796, the Grand Lodge of Virginia chartered Brooke Lodge
No. 47 at Alexandria. The lodge was named in honor of the Grand Master of
that year. The lodge erected its own hall but enjoyed the most friendly relations
with Alexandria Lodge No. 22, the two lodges frequently joining in processions,
celebrations and banquets. Brooke Lodge was eventually to be one of the lodges
participating in the formation of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.

Columbia Lodge No. 35

On November 8, 1802, the Grand Lodge of Maryland chartered its second
lodge in the City of Washington, designating it as Columbia Lodge No. 35. Its
charter members are said to have been for the most part employees of the U. S.
Treasury Department. The appearance of a second lodge in the capital, far from
offering competition to Federal Lodge, served to accelerate Masonic interest and
activity in the city. In the beginning, Columbia Lodge met in a building known
as Lovell's Hotel at 15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, but it soon thereafter
joined with Federal Lodge in erecting the first Masonic building in the city, the
old Union Lodge Room on 11th Street Northwest.

Washington Naval Lodge No. 41
The new Republic of the United States had acquired very early in its history

a recognition of the importance of naval power. A Navy Yard had been estab-
lished at Washington, and the program for naval ships and armament had been
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given considerable impetus during the country's enthusiasm over the daring ex-
ploits of Stephen Decatur, Jr. in the Tripolitan waters in 1803 and 1804. On
May 14, 1805 the Grand Lodge of Maryland responded to petition from "sundry
brethren working under dispensation at the Navy Yard at Washington" and issued
a charter for a third lodge in the capital city, designated Washington Naval Lodge
No. 41. Its first return, in the following year, listed 49 members including the
officers, an exceptionally large membership for a single lodge in those days. It
first met in a two-story brick dwelling on Seventh Street Southeast, moving after
fifteen years to larger accommodations in a building erected on the northwest
corner of Fifth and Virginia Avenue Southeast, one of the first buildings in the
capital devoted exclusively to Masonic use.

Revival of Masonry in Georgetown

At its meeting on May 4, 1806 Federal Lodge received a communication signed
by eleven brethren in Georgetown. 9 These brethren informed Federal Lodge they
were about to apply to the Grand Lodge of Maryland for a charter and stated
they would deem it a great favor if Federal Lodge would aid them by providing
a "Testimonial." This was rather short notice before the May meeting of the
Grand Lodge, and it is not known whether Federal Lodge complied with the re-
quest. In any event, a committee of Grand Lodge rejected the petition at the May
meeting, giving as their reason that the lodges in the Federal District were not
"too much filled." It seems likely the petition had been too hurriedly prepared
and presented to persuade the Grand Lodge of the advisability of granting the
request.

At the November 1806 meeting of the Grand Lodge, the petition of the George-
town brethren was renewed in person by the prospective Worshipful Master,
Thomas Pryse, and was endorsed in person by the representatives of Federal
Lodge: Alexander McCormick, Robert Elliott, and William O'Neale. The en-
dorsement by Alexander McCormick would have carried considerable weight in
Grand Lodge. He was well known as an active and resourceful Masonic leader
in the Federal District, one who had successfully guided the Craft through nu-
merous difficulties in the early years.

The Grand Lodge this time granted the petition and issued a charter under the
designation Potomac Lodge No. 43. Thomas Pryse returned to Georgetown, and
six days after the Grand Lodge meeting the brethren met on November 18, 1806
"at Mr. Graham's" to receive Brother Pryse's report. Fortunately, minutes re-
porting this meeting, and outlining the previous steps taken, form the beginning

9 Full text in History of Federal Lodge No. 1, Washington, D. C., 1943. p. 30.
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of the minutes of Potomac Lodge No. 43 and are extant. The brethren' ° who ini-
tiated the successful petition to Grmand Lodge are listed in these minutes as follows:

Thomas Pryse
Daniel Kurtz
John Hollingshed
Valentine Reintzel
James Melvin
John Reintzel
Thomas Beatty, Jr.
William Knowles
Lewis Olephan
William Calder

This meeting appointed three committees (1) Beatty and Pryse, to procure a
meeting place; (2) Valentine and John Reintzel, and Pryse, to prepare By-laws;
and (3) both Reintzels, Knowles " and Beatty, to assemble all the paraphernalia
needed for the Lodge to work. No other business was transacted. Meeting again
a few days later, the three committees reported: that the Lodge had received per-
mission to hold its meetings in the Georgetown Council Chamber; that all the
needed paraphernalia had been assembled; and that further time was required to
prepare the By-laws. The only other business at this meeting was a motion, car-
ried, to invite the Masters and Wardens of Lodges Nos. 15, 35, and 41 to be pres-
ent in Potomac Lodge when the charter was officially received and the Lodge
constituted.

Potomac Lodge met on December 19, 1806 and was opened by Thomas Pryse
as charter Master, the other officers appearing in the minutes as pro tem. At this
meeting the officers for 1807 were elected:

Valentine Reintzel, Master
James Melvin, Senior Warden
Thomas Pryse, Junior Warden
Daniel Kurtz, Secretary
John Reintzel, Treasurer

Valentine Reintzel had been Master of Lodge No. 9 in 1793. James Melvin and
John Reintzel had been active members of Lodge No. 9 and Lodge No. 19.

The Potomac Lodge minutes have continued uninterrupted to the present time
and are extant.' 2 In 1889 the lodge proposed to observe the centennial of its first
charter of April 21, 1789, and the question was raised as to whether Potomac
Lodge was entitled to claim this document as its first charter; and whether Lodges
Nos. 9, 19 and 43 should be regarded as separate, the first two having no con-
nection with the third. The question was referred to the only Masonic authority

'° Names in italic were known members of Lodge No. 9.
11 William Knowles appears in the first minutes of Lodge No. 43 as Tiler.
12 The preserved minutes include those of 1795-1796, and from November 1806 to date.

24



THE GRAND LODGE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

competent to make a decision, the Grand Lodge of Maryland which had issued all
three charters. The Grand Historian, then Brother Edward T. Schultz,' 3 reported
that since there were officers and members common to all three lodges; all the
records, minutes, paraphernalia and documents surviving from the predecessor
lodges were in the possession of Potomac Lodge; and since no other Masonic
lodge existed in the community of Georgetown during the intervening periods "the
conclusion is logical and natural that it may be considered to have been the same
lodge, with [two] periods of inaction, under different titles. Many of the Masonic
organizations of our country have no better basis for their origin than this." 4 The
Grand Lodge of Maryland accepted this finding, indicating the fact by officially
participating in Potomac Lodge's centennial observance. Again, in 1939, when
the lodge celebrated the sesquicentennial of the 1789 charter, the Grand Master
of Maryland, accompanied by his Grand Lodge Officers, with the Grand Lodge
of the District of Columbia, visited Potomac Lodge on the evening of April 21,
1939. On this occasion the Grand Master of Maryland personally returned to
Potomac Lodge the original charter of April 21, 1789, as being its property. Po-
tomac Lodge's right to consider the Maryland charter of 1789 as its "first Charter"
was thus confirmed. We will observe, however, that Potomac Lodge's earlier ante-
cedents had no bearing upon its seniority when the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columbia was organized.

We have dealt thus extensively with the revival of Freemasonry in George-
town, because the sequence of events has been confused and misunderstood from
time to time. Although it is the only instance of the sort in the history of this
grand jurisdiction, lodges with earlier antecedents and interrupted life were not
uncommon in the eastern States in the 18th century. The laws, practices and pro-
cedures of Freemasonry as an organization were not so well defined then as now,
and were in a process of evolution in those early days.

'3 Author of the standard work, The History of Freemasonry in Maryland, Baltimore, 1884-
1888, 4 volumes.

'4 Later requested by Potomac Lodge to put his decision in writing for its archives, Brother
Schultz did so in a letter to the Lodge, dated December 24, 1899.
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FORMATION 

T THE b e g i ~ i n g  of 18 1 1 A Stagecoach was the principal means of travel by land. Later in the year 
the first steamship was to sail down the Mississippi river. Marauding In- 

dians under Tecumseh were causing havoc in Indiana. In February, for the third 
time in four years, the President was to prohibit trade with Britain in retaliation 
for that country's restrictions on neutral commerce, thus heightening the tensions 
which were soon to lead to war. The one hundred square miles of the Federal 
District included Alexandria, Georgetown and the City of Washington, the entire 
area having a population of only 24,023, but the District had existed for sufficient 
time to become aware of itself as a territory separate from the States. 

OF THE GRAND LODGE 

H ~ H H  

James Madison was President of the United States. 

Six lodges were working within the District, and it was natural that for several 
years there had been plans for an independent Grand Lodge. However, the move- 
ment evolved slowly. There was considerable reluctance on the part of the four 
Maryland lodges to break their ties with the Mother Grand Lodge. Alexandria 
Lodge held aloof from the start, and its reasons were clear. It was the oldest of 
all six lodges and had a Virginia history long antedating the establishment of the 
Federal District. While declining all invitations to participate, Alexandria Lodge 
displayed no hostility to the plans, maintaining a position of detached but friendly 
interest. Brooke Lodge in Alexandria, having been chartered in 1796 felt closer 
ties with the District and was willing to join in the plan. 

Finally on December 11, 18 10, Brooke Lodge and the four Maryland lodges 
sent delegates to a meeting in Union Lodge Room to discuss the advisability of 
proceeding with plans "establishing and organizing a Grand Lodge in and for said 
District." The meeting adopted two resolutions: first, resolving that it was right 
and expedient to form a Grand Lodge; second, notifying the lodges of this action 
and requesting them to give authority to their delegates to form a Grand Lodge 
and elect Grand Officers at a meeting called for January 8, 181 1. 

The several lodges acceded to this request, and the delegates again met in Union 
Lodge Room on the date specified, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. After first re- 
solving that the installed Officers of the Grand Lodge should be a Grand Master, 
a Deputy Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand 
Secretary and Grand Treasurer; that election should be held by ballot; that each 
lodge delegation have collectively one vote; and that the first five Grand Officers 
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should each be members of different lodges, the ballot was then taken with the 
following results: 

Valentine Reintzel (43), R. W .  Grand Master 
John Kincaid (47), R. W .  Deputy Grand Master 
Alexander McCormick ( 15 ) , R. W .  Senior Grand Warden 
Joseph Cassin (41 ), R. W .  Junior Grand Warden 
Charles Jones (35), R. W .  Grand Secretary 

The election of a Grand Treasurer was postponed. A committee was appointed 
to prepare and submit a Constitution for the Grand Lodge. It was also ordered 
that copies of the proceedings be furnished to the Grand Lodges of Maryland 
and Virginia. Adjournment was then taken until February 11, 181 1 at which 
time, for reasons not recorded, further adjournment was taken until February 19, 
1811 when the delegates again met. Brother Kincaid having died, Brother John 
Richards, also of Brooke Lodge No. 47, was elected R. W. Deputy Grand Master. 
Brother John Davis (41) was elected Grand Treasurer. The Grand Secretary 
reported that copies of the proceedings of the previous meeting had been forwarded 
to the Grand Lodges of Maryland and Virginia, together with an explanatory letter 
in which he had made the request that the five lodges be permitted to retain pos- 
session of the charters (the actual documents) under which they were each then 
working. 

Thereupon, by unanimous consent of the delegates present, The Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia was opened for the first time, in ample form, and all 
the officers-elect, except the Grand Secretary, were installed and proclaimed as 
such in ancient form. Grand Deacons and a Grand Tiler were selected. A com- 
mittee was appointed to frame an appropriate warrant or charter for use by the 
Grand Lodge in establishing its subordinate lodges. 

The Grand Lodge met again on March 12, 1811, at which time the proposed 
Constitution was heard but referred back to committee for further consideration. 
The form of warrants, as submitted by committee, was adopted and copies ordered 
to be prepared for the five founding lodges under their new designations, as 
follows : 

Federal Lodge No. 1 (then working under Maryland charter of 1793) 
Brooke Lodge No. 2 (then working under Virginia charter of 1796) 
Columbia Lodge No. 3 (then working under Maryland charter of 1802) 
Naval Lodge No. 4 (then working under Maryland charter of 1805) 
Potomac Lodge No. 5 (then working under Maryland charter of 1806) 

It will be observed that the seniority of the founding lodges was determined by 
the dates of the charters under which each was then working. Each warrant was 
dated as of the first communication of the Grand Lodge, February 19, 1811. With 
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the sole exception of Brooke Lodge No. 2, all of the founding lodges are still work- 
ing at the present time. 

Grand Lodge met again on April 9, 18 1 1, adopting the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia recom- 
mend to the different lodges under its jurisdiction the appointment of 
delegates to meet the Grand Lodges of Maryland and Virginia at their 
next grand convention, and that they pay their said respective dues to 
said Grand Lodges, and do all other necessary acts and things in relation 
to obtaining a discharge therefrom. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed for the purpose of 
informing the R. W. Grand Lodges of Maryland and Virginia that we 
have organized and established a Grand Lodge for the District of Co- 
lumbia, giving our reasons therefore and that they request their concur- 
rence therein. 

The founding lodges appear to have been most circumspect in postponing formal 
reception of their new charters, and in the use of their new numbers, until first 
discharging their obligations to and being released by the Grand Lodges of Mary- 
land and Virginia. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland, meeting the following month, responded by 
resolution dated May 6, 181 1 : 

Resolved, That the several lodges composing the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia, and heretofore working under the authority of this 
Grand Lodge, be permitted, according to their desire, to retain their 
warrants; and that, upon the several lodges paying all their dues up to 
the time of this grand communication, except initiation fees from the 
time of their formation of said Grand Lodge, they be recognized as a 
Grand Lodge, and admitted into correspondence accordingly. 

The Grand Lodge completed its roster of officers at a meeting on May 2 1, 18 11. 
At this meeting the first Committee on Correspondencd was appointed, with the 
initial responsiblity of sending extracts of our proceedings to other grand juris- 
dictions. 

Meeting next on July 9, 18 11, the Grand Lodge adopted its first Constitution 
and ordered one hundred copies to be ~ r i n t e d . ~  It also adopted a further Address 
to the Grand Lodges of Maryland and Virginia, restating the reasons which had 

1 For the most recently published histories of the founding lodges, see: Federal Lodge No.  I 
. . .  from its foundation near the close o f  the eighteentlz century to its one hundred and fijtieth 
anniversary and an exhibit o f  its membership. Washington, D. C., [I9431 71p.; One hundred 
thirtieth anniversary of Columbia Lodge N o .  3 . . .  , Washington, D. C., 1932, 16p. [p~ogram, 
historical sketch, and roster]; History o f  Naval Lodge No .  4 . . .  May, I805 to May, 1905 
compiled by Kenton N .  Harper, and History of Naval Lodge No.  4 . . .  June, 1905 to June, 
1955 compiled by Walter L. Fowler, published in one volume, 1960, 440p.; A Century and a 
half of Freemasonry in Georgetown 1789-1939, being the chronicles of Lodge No. 9, Colum- 
bia Lodge No. 19, Potomac Lodge No. 43, and Potomac Lodge No. 5. Georgetown, Washing- 
ton, D. C., 1939, 84p. We have found no printed history of Brooke Lodge No. 2. 

First called, Committee of Communication and Correspondence. 
If printed, the most persistent search has failed to locate even one copy. 
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impelled the formation of the Grand Lodge and its regret at severing the former 
ties as subordinate lodges i n  Maryland and Virginia. 

Subsequently the new Grand Lodge received recognition and good wishes from 
its sister Grand Lodges in the United States, and from England. Pennsylvania 
alone refrained from extending its recognition, on the grounds that the mere send- 
ing of proceedings covering the formation of a Grand Lodge was insufficient to 
constitute official notification. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania had been a 
parent of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, ,and had many earlier ties of Masonic 
authority in both Maryland and Virginia. Its officers appear to have felt that they 
should have received attentions similar to those shown to the Grand Lodges of 
Maryland and Virginia in the course of organizing the new Grand Lodge. The 
District brethren, having been deeply occupied with what Masonic custom required 
them to do in forming a new Grand Lodge, had neglected to keep their distin- 
guished grandparent informed and of course had intended no slight or disrespect 
to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania; but it was more than a decade before these 
explanations were accepted and fraternal relations established between the two 
grand jurisdictions, which have continued most harmoniously to the present time. 

Beginning with the preliminary meetings December 11, 1810 and January 8, 
18 1 1 ; the first opening of the Grand Lodge on February 19, 18 1 1 ; and with sub- 
sequent communications of the Grand Lodge on March 12th, April 9th, May 21st 
and July 9th, the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia had meticulously at- 
tended to all of the formalities and work directly involved with the establishment 
of a new Grand Lodge. It was ready to begin its history as such. 

4 Full text in Harper's History, p. 39. 



THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED YEARS, 18 1 1- 19 10 

The First Decade 

T ITS fifth meeting on July 9, 18 11, already mentioned, the Grand Lodge A chartered its first new lodge, Union Lodge No. 6, located in the east end 
of the District of Columbia, the petition recommended by Naval Lodge 

No. 4. At its sixth meeting on October 8, 1811, charter was granted to Lebanon 
Lodge No. 7l,  petition having been recommended by Federal Lodge No. 1. 

These first seven lodges and all others thereafter chartered by Grand Lodge, 
with dates, names of the charter Master and Wardens, and the record of each, are 
presented chronologically on pages 186-1 87 of this history. Likewise the roster of 
Grand Masters and senior Grand Lodge Officers is presented on pages 176-183. 
A chronology of the laying of cornerstones by the Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia is found on pages 145-152. These names and activities, therefore, will 
be omitted from this brief review of the first one hundred years except for a few 
associated with unusual circumstances. 

Early Meetings and Attendance 

Grand Lodge held one additional meeting in 18 1 1, on November 12th, a total 
of seven meetings in the first year. Then and for some years thereafter these com- 
munications of Grand Lodge were held in Union Lodge Room, located where 
the Old Post Office Building now stands at Eleventh Street and Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue. In modern times with paved highways, roads and streets, and with local 
public transportation, it is not easy to comprehend the discouragements to attend- 
ance in the early days when officers and members either walked or rode horse- 
back to reach the appointed meeting place. They came from as far distant as the 
eastern and western extremes of the District, and from Alexandria, at no little ex- 
penditure of time and effort. To counteract any natural inclination to neglect 
meetings under these circumstances, the Grand Lodge imposed a fine of $5 upon 
any Officer failing to attend a meeting of which he had been given advance notice, 
and a fine of the same amount upon any lodge which failed to be represented. 

1A Century o f  Freemasonry, being the history of Lebanon Lodge No. 7 . .  .. Washington, 
D. C., 1911. 195 p. 

3 1 
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First Constitution and By-Laws 
Grand Lodge adopted its first Constitution and By-laws at its meeting on July 

9, 1811, at the same time ordering the Grand Secretary to "cause one hundred 
copies . . .  to be printed, and that he furnish the lodges under his jurisdiction 
with a copy thereof." If printed, not a single copy has been found either in the 
Grand Lodge or in the surviving records of the early lodges. There is no copy in 
the archives of any of the Grand Lodges with which we were then in fraternal 
relation. It would be a singular assumption that all copies had been lost, and the 
probability is that for some reason the  printing was not done. The first printed 
Constitution did not appear until 1820, and its provisions will be set forth later. 
Grand Lodge Proceedings during the intervening years give some indication, in 
the resolutions, motions, and amendments offered, as to the practices followed 
by Grand Lodge during its first decade. 

One early custom was for the Masters-elect to be installed in Grand Lodge, a 
means of emphasizing the importance of the Master's office. In the beginning 
Masters were addressed as Right Worshipful, no doubt explained by the fact the 
Grand Lodge installed them after opening a Past Masters Lodge. As early as 
1818 Grand Lodge adopted the practice of visiting each subordinate lodge at 
least once in each year, pursuant to a resolution which had been passed five years 
earlier, the origin of a custom unique to the District of Columbia. There was 
obviously provision for the election by ballot of the first six officers, the remaining 
officers being usually elected by nomination although occasionally appointed. 
Grand Lodge at this time had not imposed secrecy upon the ballot on petitioners 
in the lodges, as it is commonplace to find lodge minutes setting forth the division 
of votes. There was obviously no trial code. Grand Lodge confirmed, and oc- 
casionally reversed, lodge suspensions, expulsions, and reinstatements, but there 
appears to have been no restriction upon lodges in taking the initial action. Many 
of the charges preferred seem trivial today, and in modern practice would not 
even be entertained by a lodge. 

The first St. John's Day communication of Grand Lodge was held December 
27, 1815 for the purpose of installing Masters-elect, the minutes giving no indi- 
cation that the day itself was observed. At the communication of July 9, 1816, 
acting upon an amendment introduced in January, the Grand Lodge changed its 
stated meetings to the third Tuesday of April and October each year, the latter 
being the Annual Communication; and provided Officers-elect of Grand Lodge 
were to be installed any time before or on St. John the Evangelist Day. Officers 
not so installed could have this ceremony performed by "a suitable brother" ap- 
pointed by the Grand Master. The record shows that the Masters of lodges con- 
tinued to be installed in Grand Lodge, also on St. John's Day. 

The first observance of St. John the Evangelist Day, as such, occurred in 1817. 
Following the usual ceremonies of installation, Grand Lodge proceeded in pro- 
cession to the Protestant Episcopal Church near the Navy Yard where an appro- 
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priate sermon was delivered by the Rector and Grand Chaplain, Rev. Bro. Andrew 
T. McCormick. 

Proceedings 
The Grand Lodge commenced printing its Proceedings in 1813. The first pub- 

lished consisted of 40 pages and covered the entire period from the organizational 
meetings in December 1810 through the communication of January 12, 1813. 
Thereafter the Proceedings were not printed separately each year but in groups 
of several years. The next, for example, was printed in 1818 and included the 
communications from July 13, 18 13 through April 21, 1818. Printing of the 
Proceedings continued in this fashion through the end of 1828, after which none 
were printed for nearly two decades under circumstances which will be related 
later. 

The Printed Constitution, 1820 
The full text of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the District of Colum- 

bia, 1820, may be found in its separate printing of that year, and was reprinted in 
full in Harper's centennial history. For our purposes it seems sufficient merely to 
allude briefly to a number of its provisions, reflecting Grand Lodge customs and 
practices of that day: 

Stated Communications the first Tuesday in every November and 
May, at 10 o'clock A.M., and a St. John's Day Communication each 
December 27th. 

The titles of Grand Officers were Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, and Worshipful Grand Ward- 
ens, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer. These six officers to be 
elected by ballot, and the remaining officers "to be chosen by ballot, or 
otherwise, as the members present may agree on." Each Grand Lodge 
Officer (except the Grand Tiler) entitled to one vote on all questions. 

The fines previously mentioned were continued. 
The Grand Lodge reserved to itself all appellant and corrective powers 

"for the good of the Craft" but trial procedures were not defined. 
Master and Wardens shall be legal representatives of lodges in Grand 

Lodge "unless the lodge shall think proper to be represented by others." 
Members of Grand Lodge will take the seats assigned to them by the 

Grand Pursuivant, in order of seniority. 
No lodge to initiate more than five at the same meeting, nor any candi- 

date rejected by another lodge of this jurisdiction within a year after such 
rejection; nor shall any candidate receive more than one degree at the 
same meeting. 

Among six "Standing Orders" were the provisions that the Officers of the Grand 
Lodge should visit at least once a year the different lodges under its jurisdiction, 
giving ten days' prior notice; that each subordinate lodge was required to make 
annual returns to the Grand Lodge at its annual communication; that lodges pay 
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dues for Honorary Members; and that compensation be provided for the Grand 
Secretary's services. 

Previous to this Constitution, as amended to May 20, 1820, the office of Grand 
Steward and Grand Tiler had been combined. The Grand Tiler was now a sep- 
arate office, and no provision was made for a Grand Steward or Stewards. 

It is interesting to note from the Proceedings that throughout this period it was 
frequently the custom of the Grand Master, having opened Grand Lodge, to retire 
during the course of business and return with some ceremony thereafter, the 
Deputy Grand Master presiding in the interval. 

The War of 1812 
The outbreak of the War of 1812 with Great Britain brought unusual condi- 

tions to the District of Columbia for several years. In August of 1814, for the 
first and only time in the history of the United States, foreign troops actually in- 
vaded the capital city. Troops under British General Robert Ross swept aside 
the defenses at Bladensburg, entered the District of Columbia, and burned the 
Capitol and The President's House. The invaders confined their destruction to 
government buildings. In the following month the enemy was stopped by the 
Maryland militia and General Ross was killed during the action. There is no 
report even of slight damage to Grand Lodge or lodge property. The Grand Lodge 
held each of its stated communications throughout the entire period of the war, 
and no allusion to the conflict appears in its minutes. 

During the first decade of its existence Grand Lodge held 37 communications, 
stated or special. Two of these were adjourned meetings, postponed because in- 
sufficient notice had been given to the membership. All these communications 
appear to have been held in Union Lodge Room, except for a special communi- 
cation on July 8, 1818, held in Brooke Lodge Room, Alexandria, for the purpose 
of laying a cornerstone. 

Seven lodges were working at the close of 1820 with a total membership of  219. 



Courtesy o f  The Library of Congress 

A VIEW OF THE ORIGINAL SENATE CHAMBER IN THE U .  S .  CAPITOL. THIS ROOM WAS LATER USED AS THE CHAMBER 

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. WHILE IT WAS THE SENATE CHAMBER, AN IMPORTANT MASONIC 
MEETING WAS HELD IN THIS ROOM ON MARCH 9, 1822. SEE PAGE 37. 
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At the annual communication in 1821 the Committee on Correspondence rec- 
ommended printing, as part of the Proceedings, selected extracts from the reports 
of other grand jurisdictions. Extracts from the Proceedings of New York and 
North Carolina were accordingly included in the printed minutes of that year, 
thus commencing a practice which was to become a permanent part of that com- 
mittee's responsibility. 

First Grand Lecturer 

The office of Grand Lecturer had its origin in an amendment proposed by in- 
coming Grand Master William W. Seaton at the annual communication in 1821. 
It was favorably acted upon at the semi-annual communication in May of the 
next year, and provided 

There shall be annually chosen, at the election of Grand Officers, an 
officer to be styled "The Grand Visitor and Lecturer of the District of 
Columbia," whose duty it shall be to attend the meetings of the several 
subordinate lodges of the District of Columbia, as often as it may be con- 
venient for him, of which visits he shall previously advise the Master of 
each lodge, and there deliver suitable lectures relative to Masonic duties, 
illustrative of Masonic rites and symbols, and instruction in the proper 
mode of working. 

A Grand Visitor and Lecturer, as he was at first called, was first elected at the 
annual communication the following year, 1823. Brother Jeremiah Elkins of 
Lebanon Lodge No. 7 was elected at that time for the ensuing year, 1824. 

Masonic Meeting in the U .  S. Senate Chamber 

The following appeared in the National Intelligencer newspaper, Washington, 
D. C., on March 9, 1822: 

Masonic Notice: Those members of Congress who belong to the Ma- 
sonic Fraternity, and those visitors of the city who are or have been 
members of any State Grand Lodge, are respectively invited to attend 
a meeting to be held in the Senate Chamber, this evening, at 7 o'clock, 
to take into consideration matters of general interest to the Masonic 
institution. 

This was not a meeting sponsored by the Grand Lodge of the District of Co- 
lumbia, although Grand Master Seaton was present and actively participated. It 
was a large and distinguished gathering of Members of Congress and other promi- 
nent Masons from many different grand jurisdictions. The "matters of interest" 
to be considered by the meeting were all related to one subject: the advisability 
of organizing a General Grand Lodge of the United States. Such a proposal had 
been advanced almost as soon as the United States became an independent Re- 



S E S Q U I - C E N T E N N I A L  H I S T O R Y  1 8 1  1 - 1 9 6 1  

public, but the initial and later attempts all ended abortively through lack of 
agreement among the Grand Lodges. 

Those present in the U. S. Senate Chamber on March 9, 1822 discussed the 
proposition at length and ended by adopting unanimously a resolution offered by 
Henry Clay of ken tuck^.^ This resolution set forth the conviction of the meeting 
that it would be expedient to form a General Grand Lodge; called upon the vari- 
ous Grand Lodges to consider the matter at their next annual meetings; that if 
two thirds of the Grand Lodges concurred, delegates should be named to meet 
a year later in February 1823 to draft a Constitution to be submitted to the Grand 
Lodges for ratifications; and created a committee to correspond with the Grand 
Lodges on this subject. The committee was an impressive one, headed by John 
Marshall of V i r g i n i a , h d  included, among other notables, Reverend Thaddeus 
Mason Harris of Massachusetts, one of the best known Masons of the day. The 
committee circulated a letter, one paragraph of which summarizes the supporting 
reasons : 

There are two points which at once present themselves in connection 
with the idea of establishing a General Grand Lodge of the United States. 
The first is to acquire, in correspondence with foreign nations, an ele- 
vated stand for Masonry of this country; to unite with them in maintain- 
ing its general principles of their purity; and, secondly, to preserve 
between our own States that uniformity in work, and that active inter- 
change of good offices which would be difficult, if not impossible, by 
other means. 

In modem times, with all the media of communication and public relations, 
such a dramatic and impressive sponsorship might well have excited the Craft 
to active support of the proposal, but not in 1822. Responses from Grand Lodges 
were indecisive or unenthusiastic. 

The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia at its annual communication in 
November adopted a resolution calling for a convention in Washington during 
February 1823, and later called for a convention to meet in February 1824, but 
both conventions were cancelled from lack of response. This was not to be the 
last attempt, but with every passing year Grand Lodges became less and less dis- 
posed to compromise their sovereignty and independence by undertaking allegiance 
to a General Grand Lodge. 

Refreshments 
Considering the time involved in traveling to and from communications of 

Grand Lodge, the serving of refreshments in the early years was a practical ne- 
cessity. Several efforts to economize in this respect were all rejected. It  appears 
that the number of unexpected visitors at Grand Lodge communications some- 
times created problems in serving and paying for refreshments. At the semi-annual 
communication in 1824 a resolution was adopted to tax each brother who visited 
Grand Lodge the sum of fifty cents, but this tax was rescinded at the November 
communication in the following year. 

Grand Master of Kentucky, 1820. 
"rand Master of Virginia, 1793-1795. 
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"CENTRAL" MASONIC HALL, LATER KNOWN AS FREE-MASON'S HALL, FOUR-AND-A-HALF (JOHN MARSHALL PLACE) 
AND D STREETS, N. W., HOME OF THE GRAND LODGE AND SEVERAL SUBORDINATE LODGES FROM 1827 TO 1843. 



PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON WHO, AS PRESIDENT OF THE UN~TED STATES AND A PAST GRAND 
MASTER OF TENNESSEE, FREQUENTLY PARTICIPATED IN PUBLIC MASONIC OCCASIONS WITH THE 

GRAND LODGE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA EVEN AT THE HEIGHT OF THE "ANTIMASONIC 

EXCITEMENT.'' THIS  PORTRAIT, WHICH SHOWS HIM WEARING HIS MASONIC REGALIA, IS OWNED BY 

THE GRAND LODGE F. &A.  M. O F  TENNESSEE AND HANGS IN ITS OFFICES AT NASHVILLE. 
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The Washington Monument 
The nation having undertaken to erect a massive memorial to George Washing- 

ton in the national capital, the Grand Lodge at its annual communication in 1825 
heartily endorsed the plan and pledged its active cooperation. 

Masonic Funeral Service 
The first record of a Masonic funeral service conducted by the Grand Lodge 

was its special communication of September 26, 1825, for the purpose of con- 
ducting Masonic services at the burial of Junior Grand Warden John Frank. 

"The Anti-Masonic Excitement" 
As the Grand Lodge went about its business during 1826 

In procession to St. John's Church, February 22nd, to attend services 
and listen to a discourse on the life of George Washington; 

The semi-annual communication on May 2nd; 
Conducting Masonic funeral services, August 7th, for Brother Michael 

Bulley, late Grand Sword Bearer and Master of Naval Lodge No. 4; 
To consider a request and make arrangements for laying a cornerstone, 

September 14th; 
Opening Grand Lodge in St. John's Church, September 19th, pro- 

ceeding in procession to the site of a new Masonic Temple to lay the 
cornerstone; 

And holding the annual Grand Lodge communication on November 
7th 

the Grand Lodge and the Fraternity in general could have been only vaguely 
aware of the gathering storm clouds which were to threaten the Craft's very 
existence. 

John Quincy Adams was then President of the United States. Political rivalries 
had been accumulating in bitterness and intensity for a number of years. President 
Adams was not a member of the Masonic Fraternity, and several of his active 
opponents were prominently identified with the Craft. An ugly situation, with 
the Masonic Fraternity in the middle, had been developing for some time. It 
required only a spark to ignite an open conflagration, and this occurred late in 
1826 after a series of occurrences in the life of a theretofore obscure individual, 
William Morgan, of Batavia, New York. Following a number of recriminations 
between Morgan and local Masonic bodies, Morgan had printed at Batavia a 
pamphlet entitled Illustrations of  Masonry purporting to reveal the Fraternity's 
"secrets" and degrees. Escorting undesirable persons out of a community was 
a common practice of the times, and upon being released from jail at Canandaigua, 
New York (where he had been held for non-payment of a debt) early in Sep- 
tember, Morgan was, by later accounts, escorted across the border and left in 
Canada with a warning not to return. As soon as Morgan's disappearance became 
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known, the hue and cry began. The charge was made, and rapidly repeated, that 
Morgan had been murdered by the Freemasons. As this claim became wide- 
spread, no group was more anxious to find Morgan than the Masons themselves; 
and those who were making use of his disappearance to attack the Fraternity now 
had motivation for preventing his discovery. Although Morgan was never found, 
neither was any acceptable evidence of his death ever uncovered. The stories of 
his "murder" and the attacks upon the Masonic Fraternity rapidly multiplied. 
Actually, of course, the attacks were directed through Masonry at individual 
political figures prominently known as Masons. The literature of the period is 
very extensive,* and "Anti-Masonry" increased unabated for a number of years. 
Anti-Masonic political parties were organized, and Anti-Masonic Conventions 
were held as near to the District of Columbia as Baltimore. President John Quincy 
Adams became one of the most active opponents of the Fraternity, and many of 
his anti-masonic letters still are preserved. A dispassionate analysis of such letters, 
speeches, and the writings of the time reveal a content predominantly political 
with either slight or erroneous knowledge of the Craft. Anti-Masonry became 
merely an instrument of political action. So great was the bitterness aroused by 
Anti-Masonry that the timid deserted the lodge rooms in large numbers through- 
out the northeastern United States. Grand Lodges and lodges which continued 
to work were subjected to many forms of unpleasant harassment. Many lodges 
in the northeast surrendered their charters, and all Masonry entered upon a period 
of reduced activity in this area. The "excitement" exercised but little influence 
upon the Fraternity in the southern States. 

Situation in the District of  Columbia 

With the President himself one of the most energetic proponents of anti-ma- 
sonry, one might have anticipated that the District of Columbia would have suffered 
earlier and more heavily than other grand jurisdictions. However, the Craft was 
not without influential support in the capital and seems to have held its own very 
well during 1827 and 1828. In both years Grand Lodge held its semi-annual, 
annual, and St. John's Day communications; and in both years held a public pro- 
cession, on April 10, 1827 to lay a cornerstone, and on March 29, 1828 to join 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in attending memorial services to the 
late Governor DeWitt Clinton of New York, at St. John's Church. 

The harmful influences of the "anti-masonic excitement" began to be felt by 
this jurisdiction in 1829. In this year the Grand Lodge held only its semi-annual 
and annual communications, and for the time being ceased to print its Proceedings. 
Andrew Jackson, a Past Grand Master of Tennessee, was inaugurated President 
of the United States in March 1829, succeeding John Quincy Adams; but the 
1828 election had to some degree heightened anti-masonic agitation. 

See: William L. Cummings, Bibliography of Anti-Masonry . . . .  [Syracuse, N.Y., 19341 
118p. 
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Courtesy o f  Andrew Jackson Lodge No. 120, Virginia 



In the Collection of the Corcoran Gallery o j  Art 
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The Associated Methodist Church in Georgetown had requested that the corner- 
stone of its new .edifice be laid with Masonic ceremonies. Curiously, it was the 
lodge and not the Grand Lodge which called a communication on June 2, 1829 
for this purpose. However, the lodge minutes show Grand Master William Hewitt 
and the Officers of the Grand Lodge not only as present, but the Grand Master 
making the deposits and laying the stone. One of the deposits was a scroll signed 
by President Andrew Jackson. 

Political anti-masonry reached its climax during the first administration of Andrew 
Jackson 1829 through 1832, and in his second administration the excitement be- 
gan its decline. As later assembled and printed by Grand Secretary William R. 
Singleton in 1898, the Grand Secretary's records for the years 1829-1832 are 
fragmentary but abundant enough to indicate that the Grand Lodge was holding 
its stated communications, receiving returns from its lodges, reports from its Offi- 
cers and committees and in general conducting all necessary business. The Craft 
in this period in the District of Columbia, as elsewhere, sought to consolidate its 
position at the same time avoiding public display and such activities as might 
invite harmful attacks. This is not to say that the Grand Lodge and its lodges 
went into hiding, but only that they adopted a policy of careful circumspection 
and governed themselves accordingly. 

In 1830, anticipating a public Masonic ceremony in Alexandria, Virginia, to 
lay a cornerstone and to honor George Washington, the Grand Lodge invited 
President Jackson to join in the occasion. Unable to accept for that particular 
date, President Jackson wrote a personal letter to Grand Master Moulder in terms 
which clearly revealed his loyalty and affection for Freemasonry. We reproduce 
the letter from a photostat of the original [page 431. 

William Wilson Corcoran 

On July 26, 1827, Grand Master John M. Moulder visited Potomac Lodge in 
Georgetown for the purpose of personally conferring the Master Mason Degree 
on William Wilson Corcoran. The Grand Master had also conferred the Entered 
Ap !I rentice and Fellowcraft Degrees on Brother Corcoran at earlier meetings of 
the lodge. The customary interval having been observed between the degrees 
this was not an instance of making a Mason "At Sight." Brother Corcoran, a 
Georgetown merchant, was one of the founders of Riggs & Company (now The 
Riggs National Bank). He donated to the capital his famous collection of paintings 
and art objects, thus founding The Corcoran Gallery of Art. It was Brother Cor- 
coran who brought back to Washington, at his own expense, for burial in Oak 
Hill Cemetery, the remains of John Howard Paine, author of "Home, Sweet Home," 
who died far from home while serving as U. S. Minister at Tunis, Tunisia, in 
Africa. 
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Constitution and By-Laws, 1828 
The Constitution and By-laws of the Grand Lodge, amended through November 

4th, was printed before the end of 1828. The additions and changes were largely 
on procedural matters, not sufficiectly important historically to justify listing here. 
The titles of Grand Lodge Officers were changed to Most Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand Secretary 
and Grand Treasurer, the remaining officers being Worshipful. "The several sub- 
ordinate lodges, and the Masters thereof, shall have the title of Right Worshipful, 
and the Wardens . . . that of Worshipful." To the Constitution, for the first 
time, was added 21 Articles of By-laws. 

End of Second Decade 
In its second decade the Grand Lodge had held a total of 34 communications, 

semi-annual, annual, St. John's Day, and special. Ten lodges were now working 
under its jurisdiction, but the total membership was still under 300. 

D URING the time the Craft was under most intensive attack, the Grand Lodge 
and lodges in the District of Columbia more than held their own successfully. 

It was only after the worst of the storm had passed that the Fraternity in the Dis- 
trict experienced the most difficult days. A sort of "battle fatigue" and aftermath 
discouragement overtook a number of the lodges in the early part of this third 
decade. 

While it did not formally surrender its charter until five years later, Brooke 
Lodge No. 2 in Alexandria ceased to exist as a lodge as early as 1833. Columbia 
Lodge No. 3 and Union Lodge No. 6 ceased to work in 1935' and surrendered 
their charters. Union Lodge had been experiencing troubles even before the anti- 
masonic period, and almost ceased to work in 1824. 

The hardest blow, however, came at the annual communication in 1836 when 
Federal Lodge No. 1 formally surrendered its charter. Happily, however, by the 
next annual communication in November of 1837 the lodge had regrouped its 
forces and made application for return of its charter, the request being immedi- 
ately granted. 

The Grand Lodge resumed public appearances in 1833, laying the cornerstone 
of the United German Church on August 20th. In 1835 it held two public pro- 
cessions, one in Alexandria and one i r  the city of Washington. Both were church 
services at which the collections were turned over to the Orphan Asylum of Alex- 
andria and the Female Orphan Asylum of Washington. 

' Columbia Lodge's charter restored April 12, 1865. 
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A really pretentious public ceremony took place on January 11, 1836, when 
the Grand Lodge marched in a lengthy procession, including most of the high 
officials of the capital, and laid the cornerstone of a new capital development 
known as "Jackson City." President Andrew Jackson joined with the Grand 
Lodge on this occasion and assisted in the cornerstone ceremony. 

Grand Representatives 

At its annual communication in 1838, Grand Lodge joined for the first time in 
the increasing practice in the ~raternity of exchanging representatives between 
grand jurisdictions. Upon the Grand Master's nomination, the Grand Master of 
New York appointed a District brother as that Grand Lodge's representative near 
the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia; and the Grand Master of the Dis- 
trict, acting on a nomination of a New York brother by the Grand Master of that 
jurisdiction, appointed the brother to represent our Grand Lodge there. The 
system was thus inaugurated and soon became a general practice, the Grand Mas- 
ter submitting his nominations and appointments for Grand Lodge approval at 
the annual communications. 

Deputy Grand Masters 

As an indication of the continuing separate character of the communities of 
Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, the Grand Lodge adopted a system of 
three Deputy Grand Masters, each devoting his attention to one of these three lo- 
calities on behalf of the Grand Master and Grand Lodge. The practice appears 
to have served a useful purpose for a time, but Grand Lodge soon returned to one 
Deputy Grand Master. 

The only records surviving for the year 1831 were the rough minutes of the 
communication held on St. John's Day, but since these minutes recorded the in- 
stallation of Officers-elect it would seem to follow that the annual communication 
had been held in November. For all other years in this decade, 1831-1840, Grand 
Lodge held at least its three stated meetings in each year as well as a number of 
special meetings. 

During this period Grand Lodge held most of its communications in the building 
at 4?h and D Streets, N. W., the cornerstone of which the Grand Lodge had laid 
in 1826. This was the home of the Grand Lodge from 1827 to 1843 and is vari- 
ously referred to in the minutes as Central Masonic Hall, Freemasons Hall, and 
New Masonic Hall. The location was a corner of John Marshall Place. 
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T HE restored well-being of the Grand Lodge is reflected in the complete min- 
utes of these next ten years, the increased volume of routine business, and 

the resumption of normal activities. In 1847 the Grand Lodge resumed the print- 
ing of its Proceedings in the group pattern previously followed, the first volume 
covering the period from November 4, 1845 through January 21, 1847. 

On May 8, 1843 a National Masonic Convention was held at Baltimore. Fifteen 
Grand Lodges were represented, including the District of Columbia. Ostensibly 
called to consider the question of uniformity of Masonic work, it inevitably turned 
to the proposition of establishing a permanent convention and future meetings 
were scheduled. Among the Grand Lodges this was regarded as a revival of the 
effort to establish a General Gra'nd Lodge, and future meetings had to be aban- 
doned from lack of any substantial support. 

Evangelical Lodge No. 8 Surrenders Charter 
Evangelical Lodge No. 8 at Alexandria had been chartered in 1824, recom- 

mended by Brooke Lodge. Both lodges used the same meeting place and were 
closely associated. After the demise of Brooke Lodge in 1833, Evangelical Lodge 
met in the rooms of Alexandria Lodge, a curious circumstance since the latter lodge 
was under obedience to the Grand Lodge of Virginia. No jurisdictional disputes, 
however, arose between the two lodges. Having existed for most of its life in the 
anti-masonic period, early in 1843 Evangelical Lodge decided to surrender its 
charter. The Grand Lodge postponed action for more than a year, and elected 
a member of Evangelical Lodge to be Deputy Grand Master for Alexandria, but 
all efforts failed to save the situation. In 1844 the lodge was dropped from the 
District rolls, as of December 27, 1843, the date on which the charter had been 
formally surrendered. The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia now had no 
lodges working on the Virginia side of its grand jurisdiction. 

Virginia Portion Lost from the District 
In 1846 the Congress ceded back to Virginia its portion of the District of Co- 

lumbia.= The area of the District which had been one hundred square miles was 
thereby reduced to sixty-nine square miles. Having no lodges south of the Po- 
tomac river, no jurisdictional problems confronted the Grand Lodge as a result 
of this Congressional action. The former portion of the District was thereafter 
regarded as masonically within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, 
and our Grand Lodge advanced no claims based upon its former authority there. 
It would be mere conjecture to imagine what agreement might have been reached 
between the two Grand Lodges if Brooke Lodge and Evangelical Lodge had still 
been working in 1846, but we may note that for 35 years Alexandria Lodge No. 

"ct of July 9, 1846. 9 Stat.35 ch.35. Proclaimed by President Polk, September 7,  1846. 
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22 had worked unhindered within the District of Columbia grand jurisdiction while 
under allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

California Lodge No. 13 
At its annual communication on November 9, 1848 the Grand Lodge received 

and acted favorably upon a petition for a new lodge to be located "in the town 
of San Francisco, Upper California" and titled California Lodge No. 13. The 
petitioners were brethren in the District of Columbia who were about to join in 
the emigration to the west coast stimulated by the discovery of gold in California. 
There was at the time no Grand Lodge of California. Later, in 1850, California 
Lodge No. 13 was one of the lodges participating in the formation of the Grand 
Lodge of that State, at which time it became California Lodge No. 1 and ceased 
to be a lodge of the District of Columbia. 

The Washington Monument 
With representatives from the grand jurisdictions of Maryland, Virginia, Penn- 

sylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Delaware, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Texas, the Grand Lodge opened at 8 o'clock on the morning of July 4, 1848 for 
the purpose of laying the cornerstone of the Washington Monument. The long 
procession formed at the Masonic Hall, 10th and E Streets, N. W. and marched 
from there to the monument site, joining other organizations and high govern- 
ment officials. A complete account of this occasion will be found in the Grand 
Lodge Proceedings of that date. The Grand Lodge had played an important role 
in the successful inauguration of the projected monument, and plans for the corner- 
stone laying had been given attention at several special meetings earlier in the 
year. 

The cornerstone having been laid, memorial stones were invited to assist in 
completing the monument. In the following year the Grand Lodge undertook to 
provide such a memorial stone and, appropriately inscribed, it was installed on 
the third landing in 1850. 

Committee on Correspondence 
Having been previously proposed and authorized, the Committee on Corres- 

pondence began in 1849 to submit full reports embodying more extensive extracts 
from the Proceedings of other grand jurisdictions. 

Membership 
At the close of 1850, eight lodges were working, with a total membership of 

405. The New Jerusalem Lodge No. 9 led with 62 members: Federal Lodge No. 
1, with 61 members; Naval Lodge No. 4, 58; Potomac Lodge No. 5, 36; Lebanon 
Lodge No. 7, 48; Hiram Lodge No. 10, 42; St. John's Lodge No. 11, 61; and 
National Lodge No. 12, 37. 
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Relations with Other Grand Jurisdictions 
T THE close of 1850, our Grand Lodge was in fraternal correspondence and A relations with 31 State grand jurisdictions, and with the Provincial Grand 

Lodge of Montreal (Canada). The list indicates that following the initial recogni- 
tion, correspondence with more distant Grand Lodges had been allowed to lapse. 

At the semi-annual communication on May 6, 1851, the Grand Secretary 
submitted copy of a letter which he had addressed to the Grand Secretary of the 
United Grand Lodge of England, which he had sent by a brother of our jurisdic- 
tion traveling to Britain. The first paragraph of the letter read as follows: 

The distance which physically separates us, precludes that individual 
acquaintance which would sanction a communication to you of a more 
personal character, but bound by ties which no extent of space can 
weaken, recognizable as brothers, a term importing more intimate re- 
lations than those to be acquired from a mere personal knowledge of 
each other, I feel justified in the step I am taking when its object is to 
extend the correspondence of our Grand Lodge, invite a communication 
of a friendly and fraternal character with our brethren across the broad 
Atlantic, and by a more intimate exchange of sentiment, bring closer 
together those who are clothed with the commission of disseminating the 
principles of brotherly love, relief and truth. 

The letter, further, introduced the bearer and transmitted by him the Proceedings 
and other recent information concerning the Grand Lodge of the District of Co- 
lumbia. That the Step was successful is indicated by the fact that the name of the 
United Grand Lodge of England thereafter appeared on the list of Grand Lodges 
with which ours was in fraternal communication, and the Provincial Grand Lodge 
at Toronto (Canada) was also added to the list. 

Cornerstone of Extension of the U. S.  Capitol 
On July 4, 1851 the cornerstone of the Extension of the U. S. Capitol was laid 

with elaborate public ceremonies, President Millard Fillmore participating and 
with Daniel Webster as the orator of the occasion. Only a few years earlier, Fill- 
more had been personally hostile to the Fraternity. Yet he recognized the appro- 
priateness of having the Grand Lodge lay the cornerstone, and- it was President 
Fillmore who personally requested Grand Master Benjamin B. French to perform 
this ceremony. The occasion was so significant in the history of the Grand Lodge, 
and of its restored prestige after the long anti-masonic period, we reproduce the 
full record of the occasion as it appears in the Grand Lodge Proceedings, with 
the names of all participants and the actual ceremony of the day. About ten days 
earlier, June 24, 185 1, the Grand Lodge had made another of its numerous pil- 
grimages to the tomb of George Washington at Mount Vernon, where Grand 
Master French delivered an appropriate address. 
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nia, (tlw short~rt~ss ol' the ~~oticc! p r c v c ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  t11e furtl~cr estt:r~sion of his 

il~vil!ltif~~~s) : I I I ~  dirt!cldd ~ I I R  a s s ~ ~ n h l i ~ ~ g  of the nretl~ren Illis day, fin the 

~ x ~ r ~ m w  I"' aiding hi111 i n  I I IP  I n y i ~ q  the snit1 corner stone, as IIC had bccn 

rt*q~wsttd lo h. .. 1111: ti1110wi11g It-t~crs f ru~~n the R. W. Grnml Sccretsrics of the Grnnd 

Loclgcs 01' hl;~ryl:~t~cl and l'consylv;t~~in, were r ca~ l :  
MASON~C HALL, So. 3u ST. 

I '~II.AD~LPIIIA, Ju ly  2d. 1851. 
REIPRCTEU Sin IIWI l h .  
Your kind inrilnlion 10 be with you on the 4th inat. cnme to hand this rnurnin~. 
I reprt I I I  sit)., m r  R. W. Gmnd Mnstcr Bro. Wm. Wl~itney is absent from the 

city o n  a viait I*, Detroit, hlichiym, nnd the time in too nlmrt to rnll our Grnntl Lodsc 
ln~rll~ec, ~ t n d  lw i l l  ytvttr city i l l  time. We mwt tllerefnre forego the plmsurc ~lf Ineel- 
in; y11u ill  his lime-1 Iwpe I~o\veverthe period in not Gtr dintn~it wlm~ we will pny 
yenr city ;t visit for the purpose of prese~~ting our mite to the grcnt National Monu- 
ment erecting to the nlcrnory of our Brother "Wasl~i~~gton." 

I ntn hnppy to say tlm the slane is fnrt progressing, und feel sntisfied when you see 
it you will be pleused with it. 

As heretofore I re~nnin fcnlernnlly, 
And truly yourn, &c. 

WILLIAM H. ADAMS. 
T,, n. B. FRENCH, EsQ., R. W. G. Mnster of the Grnnd Lodge of the Dint. of 

Columbi~~. 
MA~ONIC HALL, 

BALTIMO~E, July 2d, 1851. 

At n special rnrcti~g of the Grnnd Lodge of Freeand AcceptetlMnsons of Md. it wan 
Re~oI~.ed, Tlmt the lhnnkn of this Grnnd Lodge be tendered to the M. W. Grand 

Mnster of the Grnnd Lodge of the District of Columbia, for his invit~tion to unite 
with the Grnntl Lodge of the District of Columbin, in the Masonic cerenlonies upon 
the oc~~~sion of hying the Comer Stone of the Extension of the Capitol, on the 4rh 
inst. 

Rcsalvrd, Thnt the Grnnd Lodge of Maryl~nd regrew that the shortness of the notice 
does nor nllaw her to accept snid invilntion. 

109. ROBINSON. 
C. See., C. Lodge of Xd.  

To the M. W. B. B. FRENCH, ESP., O. hlaater, G. Lodge, District of Columbia. 
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1 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ ,  :11td lllla!. I I V ~ : .  r ~ . w i v c o l  will1 yl.r*al ~ a l i d l a t i o l ~  1,). thv  (;r;lutl I.III~:I., 

t l t~!  $1. W .  (;r;ill,l >[it*ter Iwitt: pIact:d o n  t11c r i ~ h t  . o f  o u r  RI. \V. (;r;t1111 
%l:t,t,~r, all ,)  11,c Ji .  I V ,  (;rand St !crc t~t ry  (111 the! r ight  o f  o u r  1:. W .  
Grnt~al  Svrr t . t ;~ry .  

'r lw M.'\\'. (:r:~tid R[:tat~:r I t : t r i n ~  tnxde t h e  l'ollnwin:: npln~iut~non!.; ,  

v i z :  R m m r  q f l b e  (;re01 LigAf, Ilro. F. S. E v i t n r ,  qf Ibe Lrsxrr  L i ~ b t r ,  P. 
R1. Gr:tfi ,~tt  l '~~w1~11, W t n .  D u l i ~ ~  :t11tI C. 11. JIall ,  (4 Ihp f;lohc.v, n r w .  
J h v c : ~ t ~ ~ m ,  c~i '  C'irgi~ai.~, n ~ ~ d  H a i ~ t e y ,  (JJ Ihc S+uwa, Uro. il lci 'auk, 14 the  
Lcr-el, Ilro. W i u ~ n i l t ~ ,  4 IAc I J l u r d ~ ,  Ilro. I 'd lard ,  o f  EI I&II~ ,  of /he I;M- 
sds qf Corn, lfirir und Oil ,  Bros. P i ~ o n ,  C l ~ ~ h l ~ a n c l  B r o w n ,  respcct iv~! ly ,  
t h e  G r s t d  Lodgt :  I i ~ r r n e d  i n p r r ~ c e s c i o n  unclor t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t l te  G r a n d  
M a r s l ~ ~ t l  a n d  h i r  Assi?;tants, i t ~ l d  p r o c c c d r d  t o  5 t h  street, a c c o m l ~ a n i e d  I I ~  
t h e  M ~ t r i ~ ~ e  B ; t ~ t W b i c l ~  been s e n t  t o  ~ d i o r m  t h e i r  d u t i e s  by t h e  War- 

s h d  o f  t h e  District.  
At 5 t h  s t ree t ,  in. c o n f i ~ r m i t y  wi th  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a r r n n g e m e n t s ,  t h e  M a -  

s o n i c  process ion w a s  recc ived i n t o  lint: a n d  p r o c e e d e d  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p r o c e s s i o n  formccl o f  t h e  military n n d  vnr ious  c i v i c  asnocia t ions ,  t o  t h e  

pl;tcc for  I a y i ~ ~ g  tltc c o r n e r  s lo~t t : .  
A s  s w n  ;t!i t h e  vas t  n ~ u l t i t u d e  ansembled w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  o r d e r ,  t h e  

T h r o n e  o f  G r a c e  w a s  addrosaccl hy t h e  Rev.  M r .  Butler.  T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
s t o n e  w a s  t h e n  l o w e r e d  a n d  p laced,  a n d  t h e  ar t ic les  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  for  d c p o s i t e  withill  t h e  pnvity o f  t h e  s t o r ~ e  w e r e  t h e n  p l a c e d  

thereill  b y  T. U.  W;tlteru, Esq., tho  A r c h i t e c t .  T h o s e  p r e p a r e d  for t h a t  
I I U ~ ~ O Y C  by t l tc G r a n d  L o d g e  w e r e  t h e n  h a n d e d  by t h e  R. W. G r a n d  

S e c r e t a r y  pro tern, C o l t m a n ,  t o  t h e  R. W .  G r a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,  w h o  a n -  
n o u n c e d  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e ,  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  t h e m .  T h e  c o v e r i n g  s t o n e  w a s  

t h e n  l o w e r e d  t o  its place-the M. W .  G r a n d  M a s t e r  a n d  R. W. G r a n d  
Officers assisting. 

T h e  P r e s i c l m t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e d  t h e n  e x a n ~ i ~ l k d  t h e  S t o n e ,  pro-  

r rounccd i t  Inid, a n d  s a i d :  " T h e  M o s t  W o r ~ i h i p f u l  G r a n d  M a s t e r  o f  M a -  
s o n s  o f  tl te.District o f  C o l u m b i a ,  will n o w  p l e a s e  e x a m i n e  t h e  s t o n e  a n d  
e e e  if i t  i s  w e l l  laid." 

T h e  M. W. G r i n d  Master ,  s t a n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  S t o n e ,  t h e n  
sa id  : " I n  c o m p l i a n c e  wi th  a n  invi ta t ion  f rom t h e  p r o p e r  author i ty ,  the  

G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  F r e e  a n d  A c c e p t e d  M a s o n s  of t h e  Dis t r ic t  o f  C o l u m b i s  
i s  h e r e  t o  lay t h e  c o r n e r  s t o n e  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  o f t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tea ,  i n  d o e  

a n d  a n c i e n t  M a s o n i c  furm. O u r  M. W .  Gnnd C h a p l a i n  will i r n p l m  &. 
bless ing  o f  G o d  u p o n  o u r  labora." 
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T h e  W. G r n n d  C h a p l a i n  I t s v i n g  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  T h r o n e  o f G r a c e ,  t h e  M. 
W. G r a n d  M n s l e r  a p p l i e d  t h e  S q u a r e ,  Level  a n d  Plumb,  a n d  p r o n o t ~ ~ ~ c c ~ i  
t h e  S t o n e  w e l l  f o r m e d ,  a n d  sui table  for t h e  p u r p o s e  for w h i c h  i t  w a s  inter~cl- 

e d ,  a n d  h a v i n g  p lnced n p o n  it  t h e  C o r n ,  W i n e  a n d  Oil,  u s i n g  t h e  usual  
M n s o n i c  invocat ions ,  h e  s t r u c k  t h e  S t o n e  t h r e e  s t r o k e s  wi th  t h e  G a v e l  

w h i c h  W a s h i n g t o n  u s e d  i n  layinq the  c ~ ~ r n e r - s t o n e  o f  t h e  Capi to l ,  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e d  it  wel l  laid, t r u e  a n d  trust!. 

He t h e n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  A r c h i t e c t  wi th  t h e  w o r k i n g  tools,  wi th  a p p r o p r i -  
a t e  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  r e m a r k s ,  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  M a s o n i c  c e r e m o -  
n i e s  w e r e  e n d e d .  

T h e  process ion t h e n  r e p a i r e d  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  p o r t i c o  o f  t h e  C n p i ~ o l ,  

w h e r e  t h e  fo l lowing a d d r e s s  w a s  del ivered  : 

M Y  M a s o u ~ c  BRETHREN: I arise to address you on  his o c w i o n ,  deeply opprea. 
med with the cireumslances which surround me. 

Slanding, a s  I do, in the presence of some of the most exalted men of tliia nation, 
and to be followed, aa I am to be, by one admitted b y  all as emphuticnlly the ordor nf 
him time, and of whom I cn11 truly say, * 'He it is who, coming ofrer me, la prererred 
before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloore," you will belieremeguilty 
of no atTeclation when I nay I feel a diffidence which is to me unusual. 

Still, a s  your Grand Master, I have a duty to perfornl, llnd 1 shrink from no duty, 
under any ci~.eumstances. A s  has been the custom of our revered Order, nn such oc- 
ursions, I ahall proceed briefly, to address you. 

I am unable t o  conceive of a more interesting nccaaion than this, upon which we are 
assembled, on thin anniversary of the birthday of American Freedom. 

Here  we ar+the proud dome of our Capitol towering above un-assembled to- 
gether fmm the North and the South, from the East and the West ,  lo perform a duty 
indicative, in itself, of the growth and prosperity of this mighty nation. 

On the 18th day of September, 1793, wns laid, b y  Q ~ o r o .  WASHINOTON. President of 
the United Stntes and Grand Master of Masons, a t  leaat on that occasion, the corner- 
atone of the mngnificent edifice before us. 

I t  was, doublless, auppoaed that, when wmpleted according to the plan then adopled, 
it  would be of ampie dimensiona to accommodate all the wanln of the people b y  whnm 
it was to be erected for nges then to come. 

Finy-eight yenm have elapsed, and, in that wmpnratively brief space in the ages of 
governmenu, we are cnlled upan to nesemble here and lay the corner-stone of an addi- 
tional edifice, which sltnll heredter tower up, resting firlitly on the 8trong fnundation 
this day planted, ndding beauty and magnitude to the People's house, and illuatratin~ 
to the world the firm ~oundation in the People's heartsof the principles of freedom, and 
Ihe rapid growth of those principles on this Western Continent. 

Yes, my brethren, standing here, where, filly-eight years ago Washington stood, 
clbthed in the name Masonic regalia that he then wore, using the identical gavel that 
he umed, we have assisted in laying the foundation of n new Capitol of these United 
Slatem this day, a s  Solomon o r  old laid the foundation of the temple of the living God! 
**Now, therefore." saya the historian Josephua. "the king laid rhe fonndntion of the 
umple very deep in the ground, and the material were strong stones, and such a s  



would reniat the force o f  time;" and we, following this s~h l ime  example, hare laid 
here, decp in  theground, nnd of strong stones thnt we trunt wil l  resist the force of time, 
the hundntions of a house wherein we hope for len~thencd years the representatives 
0f.a mighty people shall legislnte for the ;lory, the hnppiners, and the ;nod of that 
people! 

When the corner-ntone o f  the edifice llefnrc us wo. Inid, i n  1193, the Gnvernment 
was justly considered nn experiment, and the prediction wna agnit~ and ngnin made, b y  
those who, thnnk God, turned nut tn be hlse prnphrta, that i t  woul~ l  hi1 ; "the wish 
wan," doubtlcss. **fither to the tIt~~;ht ;" but i t  did not fail! The first rrnaua of the 
United Stnlen, in  1191, exhibited a population of leas than four millionn bf  nnula ; at the 
lime of Inyin:. thnt corner-atone there were, probnldy. nnmetl~ing over four n~illions ; 
and now, in  less t l~un sixty yenrs, the,~pml,er hnn incrensed to upwrtrds nf twenty 
millions! The predictinns of hilure, bysthe fnlse propl~eta, hnve tlten~selves utterly 
failed, while the prayer hnn been answered and lhc prnphecy fulfilled which Wa~h ing -  
ton made on answninq thc du~ics of Pre~ident, on the 3Ulh of April, 1189. He  then 
offered up his "fervent supplirations to t l~ot Almibllty Being wlm rules over the uni- 
verse, who prcaidea ill the cauncils o f  nations, and whose providentinl aide can supply 
every humun defect, that his benediction would conseernte to the lilmrties and happi- 
neon of the people of the United Lntes R Governmcnt inntituted Iry themselves for 
these essential purposes ; and would e~anble every inatrument employed in  ibadmini- 
stmtinn to execute with auccenn the functions nllorted to his cl~orgo." 

The ear of the Almighty was opened tn that prnyer; i t  wae recorded i n  Heaven ; 
and from Wushinlon, down lo the present President o f  the United Slates, who so 
worthy, and with so much dignity and honor, fills the proud elation that Washington 
filled, it hns beennnawrred, and every inatrument employed in  the administration of 
this Government has executed with success the functions allotted tn his charge. 

Aner this supplication to the Mont High, Wushington expressed his conviction 
lathat the foundations o f  our national policy wil l  be laid in  the pure and immutable 
principles o f  private morality, and the pre.eminenee o f  a free government he exempli- 
fied b y  all the attributes which can wm the affections o f  its citizen., and commnnd the 
respect o f  the world." 

1.1 dwell," said he, "on this prospect with every eatisfaction which an nrdenl love 
of m y  country can inspire; since there ia no truth more thorougldy established than 
that there exiats in  the economy and course o f  nature on indisvuluble union between 
duty and mdvnntnge, beween the genuine maxims o f  un Itonest nnd magnanimous poli- 
cy and the solid rewards of puhlic pronperity nnd fclicity ; since r e  ought to be nolesa 
persuaded t l ~ a t  the propitious smiles of Heaven cnn ne\er be)expected on a nation that 
disregards the eternnl rules of order nnd right which Heaven itself Ilan ordained ; and 
since the preservntion of the ancred fire o f  liberty, and the daatiny o f  the republican 
model of government, we justy considered as derply, perhnps as Jinally slaked on the 
experime~~t entrusted to the l l n n d ~  o f  the American people. 

This prophecy has h e n  fulfilled. '*The foundations of our nnlional policy srre laid 
i n  the pure and imnwtable principles o f  private morality," and the eternal rules of or- 
der and rtzllt having been rgcrded, the prcpilious smiles o f  Heaven hare beamed upbn 
'*the American peqde," to whose hnnds the "experiment" wns entrusted. Prophecy 
has becomebtct, hope has become fruition, and the experiment on which the destiny 
of our republican model of gaverrment w u  drqly and j d l y  shked hae been entirely 
successful. 

But, my hrcthren, we mud  for a mument revenr 1I1u bripbr picturc uf the p.c. 
be, i n  the fablrd mirmr, when under rhe power o f  the magic wand, clnudm obru re  the 
view for o time, aud darkneas and dcsolatian ahut fmm the behuhlcr'm rye  mome ncene 
of Itqpineas nnd ja~y, no, w i g i n n  8]1yt tirpe pas!, hlra I~een Ilovoring wer  the brigltmees 
of our ~ml i t im l  l~or i ron the dnrk and diwn&l clwala of d i w i i w ~ ,  n l ~ d  the time WIIR, cud 
(hnt recently. **when theboldest h & ~ b r e o t h , "  i n  antici(4n11 ut' tha ~11o.k which 
was expeeled to uverwltcltn th*.-Rep&& . . 

Thankn to Almighty God, tho good old ship o f  Sh lo  w e ~ ~ l h e m l  dhc dongen &at 
meemed about to overwhelm her, aod, like that glorioue old butllo-uhip, d ~ e  Coaaitution, 
mbe has eaeaped the imminent w e e n  of * * a  lee nhore," and in now w i n ,  we hope 
m d  trust, i n  mmooth water, with a c loudlm horizon aU,amund her. Hcsven work. 
not on l a n h  without human memo, and men and p l r i o u l  were innpi rd i n  our day of 
danger to cant themlclva remoluiely inin the breath, and rtr ike boldly for cbe 
Union. The name, of Clay,, W e b a r ,  w, Fuoie, Cobb, D ick inm.  Hnumton, 
Dough .  and a host of otbrrm, nhsll live i n  the history o f  the dark a o r m  through 
vhicb v e  have j u t  psncd u the iaviora of this glorious. galaxy. o f  American Bratn; 
their namw mhdl atand in hutory M pill- of their country i n  the hour o f  her d a r k r t  
wid. 
I k n a v  I shall be sxculed for a y i n g  h t  aU n v e  one of &me w h a e  namen I have 

me+oned are brethren d the myaio ti*" H e  to wbole eloquenca you am about 
to lieten is, if I miatnke nor, the exception. 

T o  cheae peat, good, p t r i o t i c  men, aided M cbay have bean b y  the E x s u l i v e  o f  the 
nation, in  whose every act a detennigation not to be miaundeninod h s l  bean manifeud 
to p r n v v e  the Union, do wr, as I firmly believe, under God, owe the exiuence, thim 
day, o f  theae United S t a b  o f  Amuicu! Thank8 be to God l  .rhaakm be to them! 
[Laud and long w n t i n u d  applause.] 

And now, m y  brethren, do we me nothing here, i n  thwe ceremonia, on t h u o e d o n ,  
r cheer ua? Cold indeed muat be our bearla if they ean beat on i n  thelr rrgulm pul- 
u l i ans  while our eyes behold nothing but a plain rock of granite hewed and quued ,  
and aur ears hear nothing farther than, I' i t  is s corneraone." 
I see in these ceremonies, as i t  were, the epirit of W A ~ H ~ N O T O P  amonpt  um, r m e v -  

ing the h o p  and wisltee nnd prayen tlmt he never fqled to o6er i n  him l i f e t i k  for the 
perpetuation of the Union; in  that corner-#tune I perceive the sen1 met to a renewd 
levae of the eniatence of thin Union. h, did I any! No, a deed of w-nt i n  
fee simple, to bnve and to hold to us and our hein aod repreaa~lativa. ron rv ra !  

I n  the erection of cbia new Capitol, adjoining tho old one, I are T e x s l  mnd Cslifornia, 
and New Mexico, come in  and unite U~emlclvw to our old Union, and h o r n  one a d  
the n m e  with i t  ; and, i n  leaving thin old Capitol untouch+, I see the old Union- 
South Csmlina m d  all-atanding firmly, proudly, i n  iu gloriour atren~th, unbmken 
and unbreakable, and let us all firmly hope and pray, mo may i t  a d ,  r o a r v r a  AMD 

r o u v r a !  

Th i s  address w a r  fol lowcct b y  o n e  f rom the Hon. D n n i e l  Websler, Sec- 

retary o f  State, a f ler  w h i c h  the  Benrd i c t i o i t  wa. p rononnecd  -c.r~cl t he  

d r a n d  L o d g e  returned t o  the  MPJ~II~C H a l l  nncl W R J  cloaecl i n  ample f o r n ~ .  

A t tes t  : 
CHAS. S. FRAILEY, 

Grand S r c r r l ~ y .  
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T H E  G R A N D  L O D G E ,  D I S T R I C T  O F  C O L U M B I A  

Washington-Centennial Lodge No. 14 

In 1852, as part of the observances of the centennial anniversary of the raising 
of George Washington as a Master Mason, a new lodge was chartered by the 
Grand Lodge, Centennial Lodge No. 14, taking its name from this occa~ion.~ 

General Grand Lodge Again 

In 1853 our Grand Lodge was represented at a convention, proposed by Maine 
and held at Lexington, Kentucky, which again took up the question of a General 
Grand Lodge. The convention met again in 1855, at which time it offered a set 
of Articles of Confederation. The Articles were approved by our Grand Lodge, 
but failed of ratification by a sufficient number of others. In 1857, Maine made 
another attempt which "collapsed at the very outset." 

Grand Lodge Library 

In 1855 the first active steps were taken in Grand Lodge to establish a library. 
Subsequent developments to 1910, when a library collection of some 10,000 vol- 
umes was reported, may be found on pages 80-82 in Harper's history. Always 
handicapped by lack of adequate space in which to house a growing library, the 
Grand Lodge eventually settled upon a small but useful reference collection of 
several hundred volumes kept current and up-to-date. Actually, only the Grand 
Lodges of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Iowa have maintained 
large libraries of many thousand volumes on Freemasonry throughout the world. 
Most Grand Lodges, including our own, have had to be content with smaller li- 
braries including complete sets of Proceedings for their State only, the current 
Proceedings of Grand Lodges elsewhere, and standard Masonic reference works. 

In 1857, a charter was issued for a new lodge known as Dawson Lodge No. 16. 
An unusual circumstance, this lodge was named for Past Grand Master William 
C. Dawson of Georgia. 

At the annual communication of the same year, a resolution was offered pro- 
viding that every member of a District of Columbia lodge would have voting priv- 
ileges in any District lodge in which he might be visiting. The question having 
been agitated for some time, the resolution was decisively defeated. 

See: Centennial celebration of Washington Centennial Lodge No.  14 . . .  [program, his- 
torical sketch and roster] Washington, D. C., 1953. 39p. 
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Grand Lodge Travels to Richmond, Virginia 
The Grand Lodge met in special communication on January 28, 1858 and 

accepted an invitation to join with the Grand Lodge of Virginia in Richmond 
"at the celebration of the inauguration" of an equestrian statue of George Wash- 
ington. Arrangements were made for the Grand Lodge to assemble and travel 
part of the way by boat, leaving Washington February 21st, the day before the 
ceremonies. The Grand Tiler was instructed to provide, in Richmond, the regalia 
required by the Grand Lodge Officers. 

Mount Vernon Ladies Association o f  the Union 
The proposals of the Mount Vernon Ladies Association of the Union, under- 

taking to acquire and preserve George Washington's home at Mount Vernon as 
a national shrine, came officially before the Grand Lodge in 1858 and was given 
enthusiastic endorsement, an initial contribution, and assurances of further aid. 
In fact, the Masonic Fraternity in general contributed substantially to this suc- 
cessful undertaking to preserve and restore Mount Vernon. 

Lodge o f  Mutual Benevolence 
As an experiment, Grand Lodge at its annual communication in 1859 acceded 

to a petition offered by the Masters of several lodges, and chartered the "Lodge 
of Mutual Benevolence" for the special purpose of coordinating lodge help to the 
needy, and no lodge number was assigned. The plan was not successful, and the 
charter was surrendered two years later. 

President James Buchanan 
On February 22, 1860, the Grand Lodge, with members of Fredericksburg 

Lodge No. 4 as special guests, and escorted by Washington Commandery No. 1, 
Knights Templar, conducted the ceremony of dedicating an equestrian statue of 
George Washington in Washington, D. C. The ceremony was conducted in the 
presence of President James Buchanan, a Past Master of   an caster Lodge No. 43, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who delivered the dedicatory address. 

Proposal to "District" the Lodges 
As an indication of the problems of the time, a resolution was introduced at 

the annual communication in 1860 providing that geographical areas should be 
assigned to each lodge, the lodges being restricted to such areas in accepting peti- 
tions. Such districting between lodges is commonplace in larger grand jurisdictions, 
but has been considered inadvisable in the small jurisdiction of the District of 
Columbia. No action was taken upon the resolution. 
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End o f  the Fifth Decade 
The Grand Lodge Proceedings from 185 1 through 1860 greatly increased in 

size and in more extensive coverage of all Grand Lodge work. Returns of the 
subordinate lodges are reported in detail with the names of all members. As of 
the end of 1860, eleven lodges were working and all of them with substantial 
membership. The total number of members, not including Fellowcrafts or Entered 
Apprentices, had now reached 829. All categories of Masonic work and activity 
are represented in the reports. 

P RESIDENT William McKinley served as a Union lieutenant, captain, and 
major during the Civil War. He received the first three degrees in Hiram Lodge 

No. 21 in May 1865 while stationed at Winchester, Virginia. According to ac- 
counts later confirmed by General Horatio King, a Major in 1865, McKinley had 
observed, in his official rounds at the Union Hospital in Winchester, numerous 
acts of friendliness and charity between Union soldiers and Confederate prisoners. 
Upon inquiry, he learned that those concerned were Masons, and he thereupon 
expressed his desire to become a member of the Fraternity and promptly sub- 
mitted his petition to the nearest Masonic lodge. A Union officer, McKinley was 
elected to receive the degrees by a lodge membership which was predominantly 
Confederate. When he was initiated, a Confederate Chaplain, Brother J. B. T. 
Reed, acted as Master in conferring the degree. 

This story is cited here because it illustrates the general performance of the 
Craft during the difficult years of the "War between the States." Exhortations 
to the Union or Confederate causes are not to be found in Grand Lodge or lodge 
minutes for the period, but there are countless entries for relief extended to soldier 
Masons, and their dependents, whether they wore uniforms of blue or gray. The 
Fraternity took the position that no war existed between brethren of the Craft, in 
Lodge or as Masons out of it, whatever their political loyalties might be. The 
instances which Brother McKinley observed at Winchester were typical of in- 
numerable similar occurrences in many other localities during the war. 

The performance of Freemasonry during the war years did much to convince 
the general public anew of the good effects of the Fraternity. 

Military Lodges 
At the semi-annual communication of Grand Lodge in May, 1861, in the first 

month of the war, Grand Master George C. Whiting laid before the Grand Lodge 
correspondence between himself and the Grand Master of Rhode Island. The 
latter had informed our Grand Master that he had given Dispensation to a group 
of Masons in a Rhode Island regiment, located at the capital in the Union forces, 
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permitting them to meet as a Lodge, but that his Dispensation had not included 
permission for them to do Masonic work within the grand jurisdiction of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Grand Master Whiting had generously responded, not only 
giving his sanction to the action of the Grand Master of Rhode Island but offering 
to issue Dispensation permitting them to do Masonic work so long as such work 
was confined to petitioners within the regiment. 

The Grand Lodge concurred in this position, adopting the following Resolution: 
Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia advise 

that the Most Worshipful Grand Master grant special dispensations to 
such regiments or corps of volunteers of the several States now in the 
service of the United States, in this jurisdiction, as he may deem proper, 
to hold occasional or camp lodges; Provided, That such dispensations 
shall only extend to the members of their respective regiments or corps. 

The Grand Master thereafter issued the following Dispensations: 
May 16, 1861. To Colonel Marshall Lefferts and 72 other members 

of the 7th Regiment National Guard of New York to hold a camp lodge 
to be known as "National Guard Lodge." 

September 24, 1861. To Colonel Horatio G. Sickel and 10 other 
brethren of the 3rd Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, to be known 
as "The Potomac Lodge." 

January 14, 1862. To Colonel William L. Tidball and a constitu- 
tional number of brethren of the 59th Regiment, New York S. V., with 
the designation "Good Hope Lodge." 

1863. To a number of brethren to hold a camp lodge within the 3rd 
Brig., 1st Div., 5th A. C., Army of the Potomac, to be called "Lodge 
of the Union." 

So far as the record shows, these military lodges worked without the slightest 
jurisdictional friction throughout the time each was stationed within the District 
of Columbia. Their returns, of course, were made to the Grand Lodges of the 
States from which they came. 

Union Lodge, U .  D.  at Alexandria 
Although the report later proved to have been erroneous, the Grand Lodge of 

the District of Columbia acted in good faith upon information purporting that the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia had forbidden Masonic association with Masons owing 
allegiance to the Union. In this belief the Grand Master of the District of Colum- 
bia issued Dispensation for the formation of Union Lodge, U. D. at Alexandria, 
Virginia, on February 22, 1862 and continued the Dispensation to December 27, 
1864. The Dispensation was promptly withdrawn on the latter date when the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia learned authoritatively that the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia had never issued the prohibition which had been claimed. As 
soon as possible thereafter, our Grand Lodge took steps to make proper amends 
to the Grand Lodge of Virginia and the matter was amicably resolved through 
good will on both sides. 
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Grand Master Dies in Ofice 

On September 26, 1863, Grand Master Yelverton P. Page died during his term 
of office. So far as the record shows, this was the first instance of a Grand Mas- 
ter's death while in office in the history of the Grand Lodge up to this time. With 
Past Grand Master Benjamin B. French as Grand Master pro tem, Grand Lodge 
conducted Masonic funeral services on September 28th. At a special communi- 
cation on October 30th, Grand Lodge accepted the invitation of Naval Lodge No. 
4 to attend memorial services for the late Grand Master at the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, Navy Yard. 

New Constitution Adopted 

After consideration at six special communications, Grand Lodge in 1864 
adopted a revised Constitution of  the Grand Lodge . . .  together with Rules, 
Regulations, and By-laws. Article I, Section 1 provided: "This Grand Lodge 
shall be styled The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the District of  
Columbia" the name retained to the present day. It likewise provided for Grand 
Stewards. Worshipful Masters bore this title in place of the earlier Right Worship- 
ful. Standing Committees were created: Examination; Grievances; Correspond- 
ence; Accounts; Library; Jurisprudence. The first committee was charged with 
the examination of lodge by-laws and amendments, reporting thereon to Grand 
Lodge. The Grand Lodge had not as yet included in its Constitution specific forms 
for the conduct of trials, but the 1864 revision did provide for appeals to Grand 
Lodge on suspensions and expulsions by lodges. 

Masonic Hall Association, 1864 

Plans were proceeding for the erection of a new Masonic Hall, located at the 
corner of 9th and F Streets, N. W. Responsibility for acquiring property, erecting 
a building, and raising funds for the same, was vested in The Masonic Hall As- 
sociation of the District of Columbia, incorporated by Act of Congress, April 22, 
1864, approved April 26th. The cornerstone of the building was laid on May 20, 
1868 in very elaborate ceremonies. By Executive Order, members of the Frater- 
nity in the government departments were excused to take part in the ceremonies, 
and President Andrew Johnson marched the entire route of the procession in his 
character as a Mason. The cornerstone ceremony was performed by Grand Mas- 
ter Benjamin B. French, and the oration of the day was delivered by Representa- 
tive H. P. H. Bromwell, a Past Grand Master of Illinois. Grand Lodge met for 
the first time in the completed Temple on December 17, 1868, although the Temple 
was not dedicated and permanently occupied until May 20, 1870. 
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Charter Restored to Columbia Lodge No. 3 
As early as December 1863 the first steps were taken by former members to 

revive Columbia Lodge No. 3, which had surrendered its charter in 1835. The 
charter was formally restored and the Lodge reconstituted on April 12, 1865. 

At the close of 1865 the membership of the Fraternity in the District of Co- 
lumbia had reached 1,720, nearly double the membership of a few years earlier. 
In the previous year, 1864, Grand Lodge had taken the unusual action of refusing 
a petition of brethren seeking to form "King Solomon's Lodge No. 20'' and no 
charter was issued. 

Death of the Senior Grand Warden 
At a special communication on October 13, 1866, Grand Lodge was informed 

of the untimely death of Senior Grand Warden W. C. Parkhurst by accidental 
drowning. On the following day, Sunday, Grand Lodge attended funeral services 
at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, afterwards performing Masonic 
burial services at the grave. 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
In 1867 Grand Lodge gave official recognition to the newly created Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of the District of Columbia by adopting a Resolution to at- 
tend the ceremonies incident to constitution of the Grand Chapter on May 23, 
1867. 

Death o f  Grand Master George C .  Whiting 
At a special communication on September 4, 1867 Grand Lodge was informed 

of the death of its Grand Master, M. W. Brother George C. Whiting, the second 
instance of a Grand Master's death during his term of office. Grand Lodge then 
adjourned to September 6th at which time it escorted the remains from the resi- 
dence to Oak Hill Cemetery, Georgetown, where Grand Lodge performed Masonic 
funeral services. 

Lincoln Monument Dedication 
At the invitation of the Washington Lincoln Monument Association, Grand 

Lodge marched in procession to the Lincoln Monument at the head of John 
Marshall Place and performed Masonic services of dedication, April 15, 1868. 

Albert Gallatin Mackey 
It is worthy of note that on the occasion of the institution of a new lodge, Ana- 

costia Lodge No. 21, on March 8, 1869, the ceremony was performed by the 
famous Masonic author and scholar, Dr. Albert Gallatin Mackey of South Carolina. 
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It  may also be noted that at the end of the same year the Grand Lodge contin- 
ued its custom of holding a public installation of Grand Lodge Officers. 

Death of Benjamin B. French, P.G.M. 
Benjamin Brown French, who had served as Grand Master seven consecutive 

years from 1847 to 1853, and again in 1868, died August 12, 1870. Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings in the administration of President Abraham Lincoln, 
he was a figure of national reputation, greatly admired and respected. He gave 
generously of his time and talent to the welfare of Freemasonry in the District 
of Columbia, and at the time of his death he was Lieutenant Grand Commander 
of the Supreme Council 33" of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern 
Jurisdiction. Grand Lodge was summoned to special communication the same 
day to receive announcement of the death, and adjourned until August 14th at 
which time it conducted Masonic burial services. After all of his arduous labors 
for the Grand Lodge, Brother French had at least the satisfaction before his death 
of knowing that the Craft in the District enjoyed more prosperity and security 
than ever before in its existence; and that after its nomadic wanderings, Grand 
Lodge had a suitable home in the new Masonic Temple at 9th and F 
Streets Northwest. Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15, named in his honor, had 
been chartered during his lifetime on December 27, 1853. 

Residence Requirements 
At the end of 1870 Grand Lodge for the first time amended its Constitution to 

require its subordinate lodges not to receive petitions or initiate anyone not a 
resident of the District of Columbia for a period of twelve months preceding. Be- 
cause of the transient character of the national capital's population for the most 
part, this requirement had not been strictly observed before this time and a num- 
ber of minor jurisdictional disputes had arisen. The provision was qualified to the 
extent that petitions might be received and candidates initiated under twelve 
months' residence with the written consent, under seal, of the lodge nearest his 
former residence. 
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T H E  evening of April 10, 1871 was a memorable occasion in the history of 
Freemasonry in the District of Columbia. The Grand Lodge was summoned 

to special communication at 6 p.m. on this date for the purpose of formally re- 
ceiving a visit from the Earl de Grey and Ripon, M. W. Grand Master of the 
United Grand Lodge of England. This was the first occasion of a visit by the 
Grand Master of the Mother Grand Lodge of England within the grand jurisdiction 
of the District of Columbia. After formal and impressive ceremonies in Grand 
Lodge, it was called from labor to refreshment and proceeded in procession to 
the banquet hall of the Masonic Temple, where a "Table Lodge" was opened in 
due form. 

On April 18th, by Dispensation of both Grand Masters, the distinguished Eng- 
lish visitors with their M. W. Grand Master exemplified, according to the English 
system, the First and Third Degrees, these taking place in Pentalpha Lodge and 
in National Lodge respectively. 

Portrait Collection 
On March 8, 1871 there was presented to Grand Lodge an oil portrait of Past 

Grand Master Benjamin B. French, and on May 8th of the following year a por- 
trait of Past Grand Master George C. Whiting. Both portraits were the work of 
Brother Max Weyl, a noted artist, and a member of St. John's Lodge No. 11. 
This was the beginning of the now nearly complete collection of portraits of Past 
Grand Masters on display in the Grand Lodge offices. 

The Great Fire in Chicago 
In October of 1871 Grand Lodge made prompt and generous response to ap- 

peals for aid from brethren and others, victims of the disastrous Chicago fire. 

St. John's. Mite Association 
On December 21, 1871 a number of prominent Masons of our jurisdiction 

formed an organization which they named St. John's Mite Association. Although 
not directly sponsored by the Grand Lodge, the association's first officers included 
Past Grand Master R. B. Donaldson and Deputy Grand Master James B. Gibbs 
as President and Vice President respectively. 

From its inception the purpose of the association was to supplement and 
assist the constituent Lodges in extending assistance to distressed worthy Masons, 
their widows and children. 

In 1898 the association received a bequest of $15,500. from the estate of 
W. Bro. Anthony Buchly, a Past Master of Federal Lodge No. 1, with the stipula- 
tion that only the interest from these invested funds was to be used for relief pur- 





PHOTOCOPY OF THE FIRST ENTRIES IN THE MINUTE-BOOK OF ARMINIUS LODGE NO. 25, PARALLEL PAGES OF GERMAN AND ENGLISH IN 
BEAUTIFULLY HANDWRITTEN SCRIPT, DATED JULY 10, 1876 
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poses. Since that time the association has never received any comparable bequest, 
and only a few small contributions; but by judicious and careful management, 
the St. John's Mite Association reported its total negotiable assets as of October 
1961 as exceeding $54,000. 

Over the years the association has shared the burdens of many of the Lodges 
in relief cases requiring more than a nominal expenditure. The association's 
record of accomplishment is a source of real pride to our grand jurisdiction. 

General George W .  Balloch 
It is worthy of note that in issuing charter to a new lodge, Stansbury Lodge 

No. 24, November 12, 1873, the charter Master of the lodge was General George 
W. Balloch, prominent General in the Union Army during the Civil War. 

Germadpeaking Lodge 
The first and only foreign language lodge in the District of Columbia, Arminius 

Lodge No. 25, was chartered by Grand Lodge on November 8, 1876. From the 
beginning, the Lodge has done its work entirely in German, keeping duplicate 
records in German and English. Since 1926 Arminius Lodge has exchanged an- 
nual visits with Germania Lodge No. 160, German-speaking lodge of Baltimore. 
Grand Masters and Grand Lodge officers have frequently joined in these pleasant 
visitations. 

Assessment 
In 1877 Grand Lodge, requiring some additional $800. to meet its obligations, 

levied a pro rata assessment upon the lodges to raise this amount. While it was 
not the first assessment levied by Grand Lodge, previous assessments had been for 
much smaller amounts. 

Reprinting the Proceedings 
At the end of 1880, incoming Grand Master Noble D. Lamer, as one of his 

first acts, appointed a committee to arrange for publication of the unprinted Pro- 
ceedings of earlier years. In 1829, during the anti-masonic period, Grand Lodge 
had ceased to print its Proceedings until 1847 when it resumed with those from 
November 4, 1845. The reprints initiated by Grand Master Lamer commenced 
with the organization of the Grand Lodge in 1810 and proceeded through the 
missing years to 1845. Since some of the original records were fragmentary, it 
was most fortunate that the printings were not longer postponed, and we owe it 
to Grand Master Larner's foresight that the matter was taken in hand in time. 
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President James A .  Garfield 

P RESIDENT James A. Garfield became a Master Mason in Columbus Lodge 
No. 30, Columbus, Ohio, November 11, 1864, the degree being conferred in 

in that lodge as a courtesy to Magnolia Lodge No. 20 of the same city. He there- 
after, October 20, 1865 affiliated with Garretsville Lodge No. 246 of Garretsville, 
Ohio. He demitted from Garretsville Lodge to become, May 4, 1869 a charter 
member of  Pentalpha Lodge No. 23, Washington, D. C.  Although a number of 
Presidents of the United States, before, during or after they were President, visited, 
were associated with, or held honorary memberships in District of Columbia lodges, 
James A. Garfield has been the only President who was a regular member of a 
lodge in our grand jurisdiction. He received the Royal Arch Degree and the Ca- 
pitular work in Columbia Chapter [then No. 15 of Maryland, now No. 1 of the 
District of Columbia], and the Templar Degrees in Columbia Commandery No. 2, 
Washington, D. C., all in 1866. Later, in 1872, he received the Scottish Rite's 
Lodge of Perfection Degrees, the 6th through the 13th Degrees being communi- 
cated to him in person by Grand Commander Albert Pike. Columbia Commandery 
was part of the Honor Guard at President Garfield's inauguration on March 4, 
1881. He was therefore a member in a Symbolic Lodge, and in the Capitular, 
Templar and Scottish Rites in the District of Columbia. 

It can be imagined with what profound shock the Fraternity learned, on July 2, 
1881, that the President had been shot by an assassin on that day as he was en- 
tering the old Baltimore and Potomac railway station. He died from this wound 
on September 19, 1881 and his burial took place in Cleveland, Ohio. The Fra- 
ternity throughout the District of Columbia took part in the sorrow and last honors 
extended to their President and brother Mason. 

At the next communication of the United Grand Lodge of England that body 
addressed a letter to The American Ambassador at London, which the latter re- 
ferred to the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia for acknowledgment. The 
letter illustrates the world-wide Masonic attention given to this tragic occurrence. 

Freemasons Hall, London 
12th December, 1881 

To His Excellency, the Honourable J. Russell Lowell, Minister Pleni- 
potentiary from the United States of America at the Court of St. James. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency that at a general meeting 
of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England, held here 
on the 7th instant, it was proposed by His Royal Highness, The Prince 
of Wales, K. G., Grand Master of the Order, seconded by the Right 
Honourable Lord Tenderden, K.C.B., and carried unanimously: 
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That the Grand Lodge of England should place on record their deep 
regret at the calamity which has recently befallen their brethren in the 
United States of America by the untimely death from the hands of an 
assassin of their late illustrious and lamented Brother, General James 
Abram Garfield, the President of that Republic, and that the Grand 
Lodge are desirous of offering the tribute of their condolence .with and 
deep sympathy for the widow and family of their distinguished Brother in 
the heavy bereavement with which it has pleased the Almighty to visit 
them. 

I am, therefore, commanded by His Royal Highness, The Grand Mas- 
ter, to notify the same for Your Excellency's attention, and to request 
that Your Excellency will be so good as to cause the same to be trans- 
mitted to the proper quarters. 

The Prince of Wales desires to take this opportunity of expressing 
personally, as Grand Master, his own fraternal regrets on the occasion 
and his sorrow that a life so valuable to his country, to his family, and 
to his Brethren, should have been thus wantonly sacrificed. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency's Most obedient Servant, 
SHADWELL H. CLERKE 

Grand Secretary, United Grand Lodge of England 

Death of Albert Gallatin Mackey 
At a special communication on July 29, 1881, Grand Lodge unanimously 

adopted the following report of a special committee: 

Our illustrious Brother, Albert Gallatin Mackey is no more! He died 
at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, on the 20th day of June 1881, at the 
venerable age of 74, and was buried at Washington on Sunday, June 26, 
1881, with the highest honors of the Craft, all Rites and Orders of Ma- 
sonry uniting in the last sad services over his remains. 

The announcement of his death has caused a genuine sentiment of 
sorrow wherever Freemasonry is known. His ripe scholarship, his pro- 
found knowledge of Masonic law and usage, his broad views of Masonic 
philosophy, his ceaseless and invaluable literary labors in the service of 
the Order, his noble ideal of its character and mission, as well as his 
genial personal qualities ard his lofty character, had united to make him 
universally known and as widely respected and beloved by the Masonic 
world. 

While this Grand Lodge shares in the common sorrow of the Craft 
everywhere at this irreparable loss, she can properly lay claim to a more 
intimate and peculiar sense of bereavement, inasmuch as our illustrious 
brother had been for many years an active member of this Body, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Jurisprudence, and an adviser ever ready to 
assist our deliberations with his knowledge and counsel. 
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In testimony of our affectionate respect for his memory, the Grand 
Lodge jewels and insignia will be appropriately draped and its members 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. A memorial page of 
our Proceedings will also be dedicated to the honor of his name . . .  

Concurrent Jurisdiction 
At the semi-annual communication in May, 1882, Grand Lodge received an 

official copy of the following Resolution adopted by the s rand Lodge of Maryland 
at its annual communication of 1881 .7  

Resolved, That any subordinate Lodge in any adjoining jurisdiction 
may confer the first three degrees of Masonry on citizens of this State 
who reside nearer to such Lodge than to any Lodge in this State; pro- 
vided the same privilege be extended to the Lodges in this State by the 
laws of such adjoining jurisdiction. 

Grand Visitations 
In 1883 Grand Master E. H. Chamberlain directed that lodge programs on the 

occasion of Grand Visitation be arranged by the Master of the lodge to be visited. 
Theretofore it had been the general practice for the Grand Master to select a 
guest speaker for such occasions. 

Minimum Fee for Degrees 
Very early in its history Grand Lodge had set the minimum fee the lodges should 

receive for conferring the three degrees, and had increased the figure by a few 
dollars from time to time. In 1884 it set the minimum fee at $50., the highest 
figure up to that time. 

Dedication of the Washington Monument 
It had been the often repeated declaration of Grand Lodge that the Fraternity 

should not participate in public processions and occasions unless there were Ma- 
sonic duties to be performed. This policy was again restated by Grand Master 
Myron M. Parker in 1885 when, early in the year, he commented upon an official 
invitation received by Grand Lodge to take a place in the procession on the forth- 
coming occasion of dedicating the completed washing& Monument. Subse- 
quently, and as a result of this position, Grand Lodge was invited to perform its 
dedication ceremonies as a part of the general program of the day. To this latter 
invitation Grand Lodge acceded. A full account of the dedication, headed by 
President Chester A. Arthur (less than a month before the inauguration of his 
successor, Grover Cleveland), will be found in our Grand Lodge Proceedings, 

Concurrent jurisdiction was later replaced by the present system requiring a waiver from 
the Maryland lodge nearest the petitioner's residence, correspondence regarding waivers 
passing through the offices of the Grand Masters of Maryland and the District of Columbia. 
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February 21, 1885. President Arthur was not a Mason but, like others, recog- 
nized the appropriateness of inviting the Masonic Fraternity to participate on such 
an occasion. 

Annual Addresses by Grand Masters 

Prior to 1880 the Grand Master's annual address to Grand Lodge at the No- 
vember communication had been brief, when delivered at all, and had not included 
any detailed account of his official acts during the preceding year. Official acts 
of unusual importance were of course reported, but not as part of an annual ad- 
dress. After 1880 Grand Masters began to summarize their official acts, dispen- 
sations, decisions, visitations, etc., thus providing Grand Lodge with more complete 
information and giving it opportunity, if required, to approve or disapprove acts 
which could stand as precedents. Many of the actions of a Grand Master take on 
de facto consequence when outside of areas covered by existing Grand Lodge law. 

As a minor example: In 1878 a Provincial Grand Lodge of The Royal Order 
of Scotland for the United States was established at Washington. In his annual 
address to Grand Lodge in 1886, Grand Master Thomas P. Chiffelle reported he 
had received and accepted an invitation, as Grand Master, to attend the annual 
banquet of the Royal Order of  cotla land on October 20th. In the absence of any 
other action by Grand Lodge, such a formal invitation by an appendant Masonic 
Order, and its acceptance by the Grand Master, could be considered a de facto 
if not a de jure recognition. 

The value of a detailed address by the Grand Master, as to his acts as Grand 
Master, is far more important than may appear at first glance, and the practice 
begun in 1880 has continued to the present time. 

Centennial of Grand Lodge of Maryland 
The Grand Lodge of Maryland observed the centennial of its founding on May 

10, 11, 12 of 1887. At its semi-annual communication of May 11, 1887 the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia forwarded a unanimously adopted reso- 
lution of greetings; our Grand Master was present for part of the ceremonies in 
Baltimore; and lodges from our jurisdiction were invited and did participate in 
the observances at Baltimore. Full accounts may be found in our own and the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland Proceedings of 1887, as well as in Harper's history. 

Two occurrences have a procedural interest for us. (1)  When our Grand Mas- 
ter was informed of the intention of the Grand Lodge of Maryland to invite our 
constituent lodges to participate in the centennial celebration, he took the unusual 
step of authorizing a "convention" meeting of the Masters and Wardens of our 
jurisdiction. Representatives of the Grand Lodge of Maryland were received at 
this meeting for the purpose of extending their invitation. (2)  Thereafter the 
Grand Master issued a Dispensation to all lodges in the District of Columbia to 
visit Baltimore and participate, as invited, in the centennial observances. 
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Dedication of Scottish Rite Addition 
On October 9, 1888, the Grand Master and Officers of Grand Lodge opened 

a special communication in the Scottish Rite Temple at 1007 G Street, N. W. for 
the purpose of dedicating an addition to that building, the addition to be used by 
lodges of Master Masons. 

Lodge By-Laws 
At the semi-annual communication in 1889 Grand Lodge confirmed the im- 

portant principle that it is not within the power of a Grand Master to waive or 
set aside any provision of By-laws of a subordinate lodge after such by-laws have 
had the approval of Grand Lodge. 

Decline to Lay a Cornerstone on a Sunday 
On February 2, 1890 Grand Master James A. Sample reported he had declined 

an invitation to lay the cornerstone of an Orphan Asylum on the grounds that 
such Masonic work could not be properly performed on a Sunday. 

The policy has been generally followed since that time, with a modification that 
if the cornerstone is in a church or religious edifice, and the cornerstone ceremony 
is part of religious services sponsored by the church on a Sunday, this may consti- 
tute an exception to the rule. Grand Lodge has not intervened in these deter- 
minations by different Grand Masters. 

End of  the Eighth Decade 
At the close of 1890, twenty-two lodges were working in the District of Colum- 

bia and the total membership in the jurisdiction had reached an all-time high of 
4,027. 

Full and detailed volumes of Proceedings were now being published, one volume 
for each year. 

Alterations and refinements in the Grand Lodge Constitution had multiplied 
with the increasing number of lodges, greater volume of Masonic work and activ- 
ity, and growth in membership. In proportion, the need for interpretative De- 
cisions by Grand Masters also increased. The many changes in Masonic law and 
procedure over this period are properly part of the annotated Code of the Grand 
Lodge, and have been touched upon here only in a few instances having an historic 
significance. 

One of the real problems of rapid growth was a concern for maintaining high 
standards of uniform degree work among the changing officers of the constituent 
lodges. A Grand Lecturer had been elected annually since 1824, but a Committee 
on Work and Lectures did not appear until 1878. In 1871 at the annual com- 
munication, the Grand Lecturer reported he had established a School of Instruction 
for the officers of the lodges, the School meeting once a week. 

7 1 



T H E  G R A N D  L O D G E ,  D I S T R I C T  O F  C O L U M B I A  

The Present Masonic Temple 

FTER erecting and occupying its new Temple at 9th and F Streets, N. W. in A 1870, Grand Lodge and the Craft believed that at last they had a home which 
would be adequate and satisfactory for many years to come. However, with the 
increase in the number of lodges and in membership over the next twenty years, 
1891 found Grand Lodge confronted with an obvious need for more spacious 
quarters. 

At the semi-annual communication in 1891 a resolution was adopted recom- 
mending that a committee of five be appointed "to take into consideration the 
question of the purchase of a site for the purpose of erecting a Masonic Temple in 
this city, by the Grand Lodge, in the event of the sale of the present Temple." 
At the semi-annual communication in 1893, the Grand Master reported that three 
"desirable sites" were available, and a year later the committee was given authority 
by Grand Lodge to proceed with making a selection of the best available site. At 
the annual commuication in 1896 the committee reported that "a site can now be 
obtained for from $60,000 to $75,000." and proposed a per capita assessment 
over a period of several years. The matter laid over until a special communication 
on October 4, 1897, when Grand Lodge adopted the committee's report and 
recommendations. 

The first real step toward acquiring the property and raising funds to build the 
new Temple was the incorporation by Congress, April 15, 1898, of The Masonic 
Temple Association of the District of Columbia [30 U. S. Stat., 3571. All details 
of the project were placed in the hands of a Board of Managers of the Association. 

In the same month and year the first of three Masonic Fairs was held on April 
12th, for the purpose of raising needed funds. The Fair was very elaborate, opened 
by the Grand Master, with President William McKinley turning the switch which 
lighted the booths and displays. This first Fair, with an attendance that exceeded 
every expectation, netted funds in the amount of $46,866. 

At the annual commuication of 1899 the Grand Master announced that the 
Association had used the Fair funds toward purchase of property at the inter- 
section of 13th and H Streets and New York Avenue. At the annual communi- 
cation in 1900 the Grand Master announced that $87,590. had been subscribed 
by sale of stock toward the costs for the new Temple. 

Masonic Board of  Relief 

Although not mentioned earlier, the Masonic Board of Relief of the District of 
Columbia came into existence in 1879. In the first year of its existence it was 
supported by thirteen of the twenty-one lodges in this jurisdiction, but its good 
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management and success over several years eventually won for it a unanimous 
support by all lodges. The purpose was to extend relief, often required immedi- 
ately, to sojourning Masons from other jurisdictions. In practice the Board acted 
as agent for the Lodge of which the needy brother was a member, thereafter being 
reimbursed by that Lodge. While providing a service incumbent upon Masons, 
the procedures protected the Fraternity from being imposed upon by imposters. 

In 1885, at Baltimore, Maryland, The Masonic Relief Asociation of the United 
States and Canada was organized for the purpose of coordinating and exchanging 
information between local Boards and other Masonic agencies engaged in this 
type of activity; and our Board of Relief allied itself with this general organization 
from its beginning. 

On September 23, 1891 Grand Master Thomas F. Gibbs called a special com- 
munication of Grand Lodge for the purpose of "welcoming to our jurisdiction the 
officers and members of the General Board of Relief of the United States and 
Canada." 

Laying a Cornerstone in Maryland 
By invitation of Grand Master Thomas J. Shryock of Maryland, and of Mount 

Hermon Lodge No. 179 of Hyattsville, Maryland, the Grand Master of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia with other Officers of the Grand Lodge attended the laying of 
the cornerstone of the Masonic Temple at Hyattsville, Maryland, on May 2, 1893. 
The Grand Master of Maryland not being present, the Worshipful Master of Mount 
Hermon Lodge thereupon invited the Grand Master of the District of Columbia 
to lay the cornerstone, which he did with the assistance of other Officers of the 
Grand Lodge. Under these circumstances, no invitation to lay the cornerstone 
having been presented or accepted by our Grand Lodge and no special communi- 
cation called for that purpose, it was not a cornerstone ceremony of record except 
that the Grand Master included mention of it in his annual address. 

Making a Mason at Sight 

Under the heading. "Making a Mason at Sight", Grand Master John H. Small, 
Jr., reported in his annual address of 1899: 

On October 21, 1899, by virtue of the power vested in me as Grand 
Master of Masons of the District of Columbia, I conferred the degrees of 
Masonry, at sight, upon Admiral Winfield Scott Schley, the Admiral 
being at that time under orders to proceed to take charge of the South 
Atlantic Squadron, and he having expressed a great desire to become a 
Mason prior to his leaving this country . . .  

The circumstances revealed by the actual record are worth noting, since they are 
unusual when compared with other instances of "Making a Mason at Sight." So 
far as earlier records reveal, this was the first instance of a Grand Master exer- 
cising this prerogative in the District of Columbia. 
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First of all, Brother Schley's petition had been received by Benjamin B. French 
Lodge No. 15 at a stated communication, October 16, 1899. The usual committee 
was appointed and made its investigation. Because of the Admiral's scheduled 
departure from this country, the Master then requested permission from the Grand 
Master to receive the committee's report and take ballot at a special communica- 
tion. The request was granted and the special communication called for October 
2 1, 1899. At this communication the committee returned a unanimously favorable 
report, whereupon the Grand Master, being present, directed "that the taking of 
the ballot be dispensed with." The first degree was conferred with the Senior 
Warden in the East; the second degree was conferred with the Junior Warden in 
the East; and the Master Mason Degree was conferred by the Worshipful Master 
of the Lodge. The Grand Master then personally issued a certificate setting forth 
the conferring of the Degrees, closing with the words "and any Lodge within the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia is hereby authorized 
to receive this certificate in lieu of the usual dimit." By this action in setting aside 
the Lodge ballot, Brother Schley, upon receiving the degrees, had the status of an 
unaffiliated Mason, even though the degrees had been conferred in and by the 
Lodge to which he had submitted his petition. The Lodge, in this instance, was 
acting for the Grand Master. It would have been beyond the Grand Master's 
powers to set aside the ballot and declare the petitioner elected by the Lodge. But 
he could dispense with the ballot and, with the Lodge acting for him, confer the 
degrees "at sight" with the petitioner thereupon becoming an unaffiliated Mason. 
In Brother Schley's case, he filed a petition for affiliation on November 6, 1899 
and was duly elected to membership in Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15. 

Centennial of the Death of George Washington 
The centennial of the death of George Washington was observed on December 

14, 1899 under the direction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. No special com- 
munication of our Grand Lodge was called for this occasion, but Grand Lodge 
had previously authorized participation and committees had been named to serve 
in making arrangements. The Grand Lodge of Virginia met in Alexandria the 
day before, and on the next day a boat conveyed the Fraternity to Mount Vernon 
where services reenacted the funeral of one hundred years earlier. A large pro- 
cession of District Masons formed at the Masonic Temple and marched to the 
pier, embarking for Mount yernon. The same evening the Grand Lodge of Vir- 
ginia held a reception and buffet at The Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
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Death of William R. Singleton 

T A special communication on February 25, 1901 Grand Lodge conducted A Masonic burial services for its Grand Secretary of the previous 25 years, 
R. W. Bro. William R.  Singleton. While his distinguished Masonic record and 
reputation are recorded in detail elsewhere, we may mention two evidences of the 
respect and regard with which his memory was held in the District of Columbia. 
At the May communication following his death, Grand Lodge received a petition 
signed by 35 brethren seeking to obtain charter for a new lodge to be named for 
Brother Singleton, and the petition was granted promptly. Grand Lodge com- 
missioned the noted sculptor, U. S. J. Dunbar, to prepare a bronze bust of Brother 
Singleton mounted on a polished granite pedestal, to be placed in Oak Hill Ceme- 
tery. This was accomplished and Grand Lodge, in special communication July 
25, 1903, dedicated this monument. 

Second Masonic Fair 

At the semi-annual communication in May, 1901, it was announced that a 
second Masonic Fair would be held in the Spring of 1902 in an effort to raise 
funds to pay off a balance of $50,000 remaining on purchase of the site for the 
new Masonic Temple, it having been acquired for a total cost of $115,000., and 
in order that plans might proceed for erecting the new Temple. In referring to 
the proposed new Temple, the executive committee of the Masonic Temple Asso- 
ciation said: 

The temple will be constructed on broad and liberal lines, embodying 
every feature of a modern up-to-date Masonic building. The plans will 
be so arranged as to provide ample space for the accommodation of the 
lodges, chapters, commanderies and other bodies related thereto. It is 
intended to provide a spacious auditorium for the accommodation of 
large public gatherings, for which there is a demand. The exterior design 
and finish will be of an elegant and imposing architectural character, and 
when completed the building will be a handsome addition to' the many 
public and private edifices that already adorn the city of Washington, 
and will properly serve as a home and headquarters for members of the 
Masonic fraternity of the world when visiting the National Capital. 

This second Masonic Fair, held in Convention Hall from April 14th to 30th, 
was attended by 11 1,076 persons and was an unqualified success. President and 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt expressed their interest and best wishes by donating 
articles to be placed on sale. The total receipts realized amounted to $55,518., 
enabling the Association to pay off the indebtedness on the site and proceed with 
its plans for erecting the building. 



T H E  G R A N D  L O D G E ,  D I S T R I C T  O F  C O L U M B I A  

Albert Pike Statue 
In special communication October 3, 1901 Grand Lodge dedicated the Gilbert 

de Trentanove bronze statue of Albert Pike at Third Street and Independence 
Avenue, a gift to the District of Columbia from the Supreme Council of the Scot- 
tish Rite. The statue is on a site which now borders the District of Columbia 
Municipal Building. 

Masonic and Eastern Star Home 
Under direction of the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of the 

District of Columbia, the Masonic and Eastern Star Home was incorporated by 
Act of Congress, approved March 10, 1902. The Home was proposed "for needy 
and worthy Master Masons, their widows and orphans; needy and worthy mem- 

. . .  bers of the Order of the Eastern Star, and their orphans " The Grand 
Chapter began its undertaking to acquire property and erect a building, and invited 
Grand Lodge to join them in this project. Grand Lodge then being deeply com- 
mitted in its own campaign to erect a new Masonic Temple refrained from active 
participation with the Grand Chapter, but voted an initial contribution of $300. as 
a token of its interest and support. By 1905 the Grand Chapter had raised suffi- 
cient funds to acquire land and commence construction of a portion of a first 
building. Grand Lodge laid the cornerstone on May 17, 1905. At the annual 
communication the same year, the Grand Master observed in his annual address, 
"We as Masons will probably derive greater benefit from it [the Home] than will 
the members of the O.E.S. as such" and recommended that three representatives 
from Grand Lodge serve on the Home's Board of Directors, this proposal being 
adopted. In the following year the Home Board was reported as consisting of 3 
representatives from Grand Chapter, 3 representatives from Grand Lodge, and 
one delegate from each subordinate chapter and lodge. 

During this period question was raised in Grand Lodge as to the propriety of 
using the word "Masonic" in the name of the Home, it being an institution in- 
augurated by the Grand Chapter and one not under the exclusive control of the 
Grand Lodge. Considering the nature of the Board of Directors and the purposes 
for which the Home was created, Grand Lodge gave its approval to the use of 
the word "Masonic" in the name. A per capita assessment of 25$ per member 
was levied on the subordinate lodges toward support of the Home. The modest 
beginnings are reflected in the Home's report of 1908, citing total operational 
disbursements of $2,952.50, with a cash balance on hand of $4,490.32. As we 
shall see later, Grand Lodge and its subordinate lodges steadily increased their 
participation in this undertaking. 

Membership Card Index 
In 1902 Grand Lodge began a membership card index based on subordinate 

lodge returns from 181 1 to date, the index to be continued and kept up to date 
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by card returns from the several lodges on petitions received, degrees conferred, 
dimits, deaths, etc. The result, today, gives our Grand Lodge a complete card 
index record of Masonic memberships in the District of Columbia from the found- 
ing of the Grand Lodge to the present time. There are many of the older grand 
jurisdictions which have no such complete record of memberships. 

Declines to Establish Lodge in China 
A petition having been received from a number of American brethren located 

in Tientsin, China, desiring to establish a lodge there under our obedience (there 
being no Grand Lodge in that locality), on the recommendation of the Jurispru- 
dence Committee the petition was sympathetically denied on the ground that such 
a lodge would be too distant to be subject to proper Grand Lodge supervision. 

Grand Master's Reception in Lodge 

As one indication of departures from earlier ceremonial customs, a resolution 
was adopted at the semi-annual communication in 1903. 

Resolved, That in the reception of the Grand Master by a constituent 
lodge, he shall on all occasions be escorted. . .  to the East by the Master 
of Ceremonies alone, and not be attended by the Deacons with crossed 
rods, as has been the custom. 

Powers of Grand Lodge 
At the same communication an interesting proposal was made by a brother who 

had doubtless acquired the idea from reading the Constitution of the United States. 
He offered an amendment that all Masonic powers not expressly mentioned in the 
Grand Lodge Constitution be reserved to the subordinate lodges. The Grand 
Master ruled the amendment out of order as "being subversive to the ancient doc- 
trine of the sovereignty of Grand Lodges." 

Revised Constitution 
A revision of the Grand Lodge Constitution, effective August 1, 1903, changed 

the stated communications of Grand Lodge to four: in March (the customary 
time for exemplification of the degrees), May, September, and December. 

Jurisdictional Questions 
The number of jurisdictional problems was on the increase at this time. The 

Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1904 contain the text of a very extended corres- 
pondence between our Grand Master and the Grand Master of Pennsylvania, and 
may be read with enlightenment on this growing difficulty for our grand jurisdiction 
with its large proportion of transient population. 
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Chartering of a "Daylight Lodge" 
At its second stated communication in 1905, Grand Lodge issued a charter to 

King Solomon's Lodge No. 31, the petitioners being Master Masons whose em- 
ployment in evening hours prevented their attendance at lodge and who desired 
to establish a lodge with regular meetings held in the daytime. This was the first 
and only lodge of this character to be chartered in our grand jurisdiction. 

Good Standing Cards 
In 1905 Past Grand Master Baird, as chairman of the Committee on Corre- 

spondence, reported that in his examination of the Proceedings of other jurisdic- 
tions he had noticed an increasing tendency for lodges to require visitors to pro- 
duce some documentary evidence of their membership and good standing, in 
addition to being examined. He recommended that the lodge seal be stamped on 
each receipt for dues, so that brethren might retain this evidence of their mem- 
bership to present when visiting lodges outside the District of Columbia. The 
matter was referred to committee, and led eventually to the good-standing receipt 
cards which have been in use for some time past, and which are now generally 
used in all grand jurisdictions. 

First Masonic Code 
The Grand Lodge Constitution, rules and regulations, standing resolutions, 

Landmarks, decisions of Grand Masters, etc., had accumulated to such proportions 
that an annotated volume of Code was both needed and necessary. The Grand 
Master announced in 1905 that the first such Masonic Code for the District of 
Columbia had been compiled and was ready for publication. 

Control of  the Masonic Temple 
Even before construction was begun on the new Masonic Temple, there were 

numerous proposals which suggest that there may have been problems in the old 
Temple arising from divided control. In 1906 National Lodge No. 12 sent to 
Grand Lodge a Resolution "that the new Masonic Temple be erected and con- 
trolled by the Grand Lodge." When this was read in Grand Lodge, Past Grand 
Master Wetmore offered a Resolution, adopted, that "in the absence of misrnan- 
agement or neglect, no proposal should be entertained which has for its purpose 
the substitution of this Grand Lodge for the Masonic Temple Association." After 
the building was completed, the question of control was again revived and it is 
evident there was strong support for ownership and control to be vested in Grand 
Lodge. Action was wisely postponed while studies were made of the several alter- 
nate means by which such objectives could be best attained. The means involving 
the least legal complication, and the method successfully adopted, was that the 
Grand Lodge should acquire by gift or purchase the greater part of the stock 
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issued by The Masonic Temple Association. Grand Lodge encountered general 
and willing cooperation, stock being gradually transferred to it by Masonic bodies 
and other holders. Today Grand Lodge owns virtually all outstanding shares. An 
Act of Congress, approved March 23, 1910, amended the incorporation of The 
Masonic Temple Association to give stockholders one vote for each share of stock 
held. As virtually the sole stockholder, entitled to elect the Board of Directors of 
The Masonic Temple Association at each annual stockholders' meeting, Grand 
Lodge thus attained undisputed ownership and control of the new Temple to this 
extent; title to the property, and actual management, remaining in The Masonic 
Temple Association, responsible to its stockholders. 

Association of Worshipful Masters 
In his annual address to Grand Lodge in 1906, Grand Master Walter A. Brown 

reported: 
This association [of Worshipful Masters], as its name indicates, is 

composed only of the Masters of the several lodges. It was started two 
years ago [I9041 for the purpose of bringing the Masters in closer rela- 
tions with each other and for mutual benefit by the discussion of the 
work and such subjects as relate to the proper conduct of the lodges. 
Its president this year was the very able Master of Benjamin B. French 
Lodge, Andrew Wilson. Through his courtesy I have been permitted to 
suggest certain topics for discussion which my experience this year has 
led me to believe would prove of value to its members. One of the pleas- 
ant features of my visits to the several lodges was meeting so many of the 
Masters, on one occasion as many as seventeen, and observing how much 
interest they took in the presiding Master and how eager they were to 
assist him, and how anxious they were that each other's year should be 
a successful one. I am convinced that this association has been of great 
benefit to the lodges, not only in the diffusion of knowledge, but in pro- 
moting a close bond of reciprocal intercourse and good fellowship. I 
commend it to future Masters as being of decided advantage to them, 
and therefore to the Craft. 

This was the first mention of a Masters' Association in the Proceedings of Grand 
Lodge, but it has been mentioned regularly by Grand Masters in their annual ad- 
dresses since then. Thus began, in 1904, a group unique to our grand jurisdiction, 
and possible here only because of our small geographical area. To the purposes 
as mentioned by Grand Master Brown, in 1908 Grand Master Coolidge added 
assurances to Grand Lodge that the Masters' Association was scrupulously avoid- 
ing "anything which might resemble 'Masonic politics' ". 

Neither Grand Lodge nor any committee found it necessary to comment upon 
these early references to the existence of the Masters' Association, but accepted 
them as a matter of information requiring no Grand Lodge action. Obviously, 
Grand Lodge left the existence of a Masters' Association under the undoubted 
supervisory powers of a Grand Master, and no statutory provision for its existence 
was ever incorporated in our Grand Lodge Code. 
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The subsequent history of these Masters' Associations is a source of great pride 
to our grand jurisdiction. The associations have a long record of service and ac- 
complishment, and have been capable of giving very substantial support and en- 
couragement to succeeding Grand Masters. Each Grand Master's relations with 
"his" Association has ordinarily been one of the great satisfactions of his term 
of office. Although voting privileges on Association matters have been retained 
exclusively by the incumbent Masters, in 1907 Senior Wardens were invited into 
the Association and later the Junior Wardens. 

Cornerstone o f  the New Temple 

In special communication on June 8, 1907 Grand Lodge, in elaborate and 
impressive ceremonies laid the cornerstone of its present home. Participating 
with Grand Lodge and wearing his Masonic apron, the President of the United 
States, Brother Theodore Roosevelt, delivered the address of the occasion. The 
President opened his remarks with these words: 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Brethren and Friends: It is a privi- 
lege and a pleasure to take part today. . . Surely there is no place, no 
other city in the Union, where there should be as fine a Masonic Temple 
as here in Washington, for it is in a sense a national Temple, where Ma- 
sons from every jurisdiction gather. 

On September 28, 1908 Grand Lodge held a reception, or "housewarming" as 
it was called, in the completed building, displaying it with pride both to the Craft 
and to the community. 

Valentine Reintzel 

In 1907 the old Presbyterian Cemetery in Georgetown was being leveled and 
graded, and Grand Lodge took action to have the remains of Brother Valentine 
Reintzel, its first Grand Master, removed from the old underground vault and 
reinterred in Glenwood Cemetery. This was done on November 5, 1907, and 
some time later Grand Lodge provided a monument stone, appropriately lettered, 
at the head of the grave. 

John Paul Jones 

Led by President Theodore Roosevelt the nation paid an extensive tribute to 
Bro. and Admiral John Paul Jones at Annapolis, Maryland, on April 24, 1906. 
In 1907 Grand Master Francis J. Woodman ordered that the principal portion of 
the detailed program of this occasion, with illustrations, be included in our Grand 
Lodge Proceedings of that year and it was accordingly done. The section consists 
of more than one hundred pages devoted to the life and career of this famous 
American and Mason. 



PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT PARTICIPATED AS A MASON IN LAYING THE CORNERSTONE 

OF OUR GRAND LODGE MASONIC TEMPLE ON JUNE 8, 1907. THIS PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN IN 

1912, SHOWING THE THEN FORMER PRESIDENT WEARING A MASONIC APRON AND PRESIDING 

BY INVITATION AS MASTER OF A LODGE, DURING HIS VISIT TO SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM HOWARD TAR, WHO VISITED IN OUR LODGES AND PARTICIPATED WITH OUR 
GRAND LODGE ON A NUMBER OF MASONIC OCCASIONS DURING HIS PRESIDENCY. SHOWN IN THE 

WHITE HOUSE WEARING HIS MASONIC REGALIA. 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT, WHO VISITED IN OUR LODGES AND PARTICIPATED WITH 

OUR GRAND LODGE ON A NUMBER OF MASONIC OCCASIONS DURING HIS PRESIDENCY, SHOWN 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE WEARING HIS MASONIC REGALIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

82 
 
 
 
 



S E S Q U I - C E N T E N N I A L  H I S T O R Y  1 8 1  1 -  1 9 6  1 

Services at the Washington Cathedral 
At the September 24, 1910 stated communication, the Grand Master presented 

to Grand Lodge correspondence which had passed between himself and Rt. Rev. 
Alfred Harding, Bishop of Washington, in which the latter invited the Fraternity 
to participate in a special religious service at the Washington Cathedral on Sep- 
tember 25th. The Grand Master had accepted the invitation, extended in June, 
and had proceeded with committees to make arrangements, and Grand Lodge 
approved and confirmed his action. More than three thousand five hundred mem- 
bers of the Fraternity assembled and marched in procession to these services, 
an outstanding and memorable occasion. 

Bishop Harding in his letter of invitation cited the appropriateness of such a 
service in these words: 

At the request of a number of clergymen of the Episcopal Church, 
who are members of the Masonic Order, a committee appointed by them 
has made an examination of the history of those great Masonic corpor- 
ations which flourished during the Middle Ages, from which Free and 
Accepted Masonry is so justly proud to reckon its descent. Their re- 
searches disclose a very close relationship between the building of those 
great monumental works, the Cathedrals, and the Gilds of operative 
Masons, whose skill and ingenuity they so fittingly commemorate. 

Bishop Harding went on to say that he believed Free and Accepted Masonry 
should not be overlooked in the project of erecting in the national capital a great 
Cathedral, and that "the Bishop, Chapter and Council of the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul are desirous of holding a great Masonic service on the Ca- 
thedral site some time in the early Autumn." 

Lodge Visit by President William H. Taft 
Grand Master George C. Ober in his annual address of 1910 made the follow- 

ing interesting report: 
On the evening of April 7, 1910, I had the honor, by virtue of an in- 

vitation of the Worshipful Master of Naval Lodge No. 4, to participate 
in the conferring of the Master Mason Degree upon two candidates, one 

. for Naval Lodge and one for Hiram Lodge No. 107 of Maryland.. 
The lodge room was taxed to its utmost to accommodate the large 

numbers of Masons assembled, estimated at five hundred. The evening 
was made memorable by the President of the United States, Brother 
William Howard Taft, of Kilwinning Lodge No. 359, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio . . .  He remained throughout the conferring of the first and second 
sections of the degree, and expressed himself as well pleased and well 
repaid for the visit. 

Dedication of Scottish Rite Temple 
In special communication, May 12, 1910, Grand Lodge performed the services 

of Dedication at the newly acquired Scottish Rite Temple at 3rd and E Streets, 
N. W., opening Grand Lodge in the Lodge Room of the Temple. 
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Death of King Edward VII 
Taking notice of the death of King Edward VII of England who, as Prince of 

Wales, had been Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, our Grand 
Lodge adopted the following resolution at its May communication: 

Whereas, this Grand Lodge has learned with profound sorrow of the 
death of his gracious majesty, King Edward VII; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 
District of Columbia extends to the family of King Edward, to the British 
Empire, and to the Freemasons of England, its sincere sympathy in the 
loss sustained by them in the death of so magnificent a sovereign, Ma- 
son, and man. 

End of the First Century 
At the close of 1910 the membership of the Craft in the District of Columbia 

in all of its 28 lodges, exceeded nine thousand. It now occupied the most pre- 
tentious home it had ever used, the new Masonic Temple, still its home, at 13th 
Street and New York Avenue. The end of 1910 was the closing of the first cen- 
tury of this Grand Lodge and of the Fraternity which had struggled and prospered 
in the District of Columbia over this long period. 

The preceding pages are no more than a partial summary of those one hundred 
years. The problem has been one of selectivity, as the full record could occupy 
a score of volumes and does so in the printed Proceedings of those years. Here 
we have had to be content to relate only those instances which have an historical 
or unique interest in retrospect. 

With the chartering of each new Lodge, Grand Lodge held special communica- 
tions to constitute the Lodge, and others to dedicate the quarters in which the 
Lodge met or to which it had removed. Special communications were held to 
perform Masonic burial services for Past Grand Masters and other Past or active 
Officers of Grand Lodge. Amendments and changes in the Masonic Law of our 
grand jurisdiction were offered and considered at nearly all of the annual com- 
munications and some others. Resolutions were offered to change practices of 
procedure or custom, not necessarily part of law. Jurisdictional matters were 
debated at great length. Committee reports were often of special Masonic interest 
and importance. Even a mere recital of all these would require pages far beyond 
the reasonable bounds for an historical account. 



THE CENTENNIAL YEAR, 1911 

From pages of the several 
oficial programs. 

THC FIRST CI'NTENNIAL of the Grand Lodge of the District 

of Columbia was celebrated February 18, 19 ant1 20, 1911. 

The feahires of the celebration were a RECEPTION during the 

evening of Saturday, February 18, in the iiew Masonic 

Teniple, Thirteenth street and New York avenue N. W., to 

which the Craft generally ant1 its friciitls were invited; a 

RE:I,I~:IOUS SERVICE: in the Belasco Theatre, LaFayette Place, 

on Sunday afternoon, the 19th. which was general in its ad- 

~ n i ~ i o i i s  : n SIW.IAI. C ~ M M U N I C A T I O N  o ~ :  T111.: ( ;RANI) IX)DGE 

in the Teiiiple o ~ i  the n~orning of the aoth, and a BANQUET 

at the New Willard Hotel on the evening of the 20th. 







I\I:\HC'I I-C'twttw~i;d ................................. Stottc 
Slil.l<C'1'IC)X-hl'llr. Mcdistc.. ...................... Herbert 
\\':\I,'l'% SlII'I'lr-\\'t.cltli~~~ of thc \Vic~ds.:. ........... ..Ifall 
OVISK'I'CJ I< 1'--Jthilcc ................................. Buch 
SltS'l'l?I"l'1~-I .uci:~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Domi,-etti 
Sl':\,SISII I):\NC'I< . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  h!os=kowski 
31 ;\K('I I-l:;~irc.st t ~ f  t l~c I:air. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Strstr 
I<SC'ICHI"~'S-~~~~~I~III~:III (Xrl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Belfr 
SOS(X 01:  '1'1 SOU'I'I I . .  .................. :. ..... Boldis 
(:ICllS I:KOlI ;\I.(;I<HI:\. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Herbert 

- 

\\';\I.'I'% ........................................... Hcd Mill 
'l'\\:o S'I'I<l' .................................. t1uppy Dclp 
\\'AI.TZ.. ..............................: 111 tlrtrr I rlsk,  is 1.ovc. 
T\\'O STUI'. .................................... Si1vt.r Bell 
\\';\L'C% .................................... ..7' I)cbrr~uaI~~ 

T\\ 'O S'I'I<lB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.11 1.orrrlla 
\\'.\I.T% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I .isiot~s of Scrlon~r 
'1'\\'0 5'1'1C1' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7'lrc 1'trrrkt.c I'ritrrr . 
\\':\I.'I'Z.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'I';ut.lftlr Ktyitt~etrt 
P .  1 \ Y O  ST121'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .: . . . . . . . . . .  Jlil ik~ry Duys 

Orcl~cstra u i d ~ ~ r  I I I C  11irtwio11 o f  \\'ilIim A .  llali-y. 

, . l l lc  I<I:~*I<P'I .I~S \\.as I1c1(1 ill the :\utlitoriun~ of the  
, . I c~iq)lc,  w t r a i l w  I I I I  SCIV )'ark ~ V C I I L I C .  



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19. 191 1. 

0 1 1  Sumlay ;tftcrnoor~. tllc loth, at 2 o'clock, tlic Ilelitsco 
P ,  I heater, wit11 ail ;tttei~cl;u~cc of some 2,000 ~)eoplc, presented 
an inspiring sight. 

'Mw oficcrs of thc (:r;u~cl I.oclgc, visiting (:raittl Alasters. 
Ccntciinial Connnittce ;tincl thosc participating in the eser- 
cisc5 \ \wc  sratccl on thc stage. I'ast ,\laster .\iltlrew 
\\'ilson, chairinan of thc C'ommittrc on Jicligious Service, 
~ircsiicetl, \~hc i i  thc fdlo\ving progranl w;ls rcntlcrctl : 

Overture ............................................... Orchestra 
Coronation Xl;trcIi (hlrycrl~rcr) .  ....................... Orclicstra 
Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  RCY. J .  Russcll Vcrl)rycke 
America ........................................... C'ollgrc~atio~i 

( I l rs .  Ivy '1 1;lrroi S1i:uIc. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Riwling of Scriptures. .Rt. Rcv. Alfrccl 11nrcli11g. 1) L)., 
Ihl iop of \Vashingto~l. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :Uitlc with hlc C'o~ifirrg:~tion 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Praycr Rcv. U. G. I\. I'icrce. I).I) .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Haiiclcl's Largo Orclic'str:~ 
....... \\ lint 1 lath lIasoiiry \\'rouglit ?. .Rev. Al~ram Sillloll. 1'11. 1).  

I l l rs .  Sliaclc. l l iss S~iiith 
The Lord is King ( h l a r s t m l . .  . . . . . . . . .  .( . \ lr ,  llvcrs, l lr .  llol,rc. 
TIic Spirit of tlic Craft . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Rcv. 13rlc  \\'ilflcg 
C'ciitctil~ial I lyinu (Jcr~ii:icic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .C'cmgrcg;~tioii 
C'losiiig Praycr .......................... .Rev. J.  I lriiiiiiig Si~liiis 
\l:~rcli R ~ m n i ~ i c  (Go1111ocl) ............................. 0rchct;t ra 

l'receiitor ................................... 111.. Percy S. 1:oster 
1)ircctor of Choir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l l r .  J. \\':iltcr I lumphrcy 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  At thc Piano \lrs. Elsie I<ontl Rischoff 
Orchrstra untlrr tlic clircction of .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sol 11 inster 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 19 1 1. 

SI'KC'IAI. ( 'OM M IINICA'I'ION OF CWAND UJDCE. 

O n  Monclny niorning, the 20th, at ro o'clock, the Grand 
Lodge was convciietl in special con~municatiot~, when the fol- 
lowing program was rendered : 

Invocatioll. ............. Rcv. J .  Rirssell Verbrycke, Grand Chaplain 
Wclconlc to visiting brethren by the Grand Master. 
Selection-"0 God, Most Holy".. ........................... Frank 

Centennial Choir. 
Opening Atldrcss.. ............................... J. Claude Keiper 

Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columhia. 
Sclectio~l-"Cc~ltennial tJynln" .......................... Jermane 

Centennial Choir. 
~listarical Acldreas--Bro. Krnton N. Harper, Grand Lodgc Historian 
Se1ectiar1-"God is my Gaide". ......................... ..Schubert 

Centennial Choir. 
Remarks hy visiting G r a d  Masters. 
Music-Sclectecl ................................. Centennial Choir 
Closing Ccrenlwics. 

CEN'I'ENNIAL CHOIR. 

Oscar I:. Comstcxk, Organist and Director. 

1:IHST TENORS. 
Williaw Atherlwlt. 
Richard P. Backillg 
Ceorgc V. Dlakcllcy. 
Charles E. hl yers. 
\\'iIlianl J. l'aln~er. 

\ViIlim~ CliiI)augl~. 
J:lllics Hicks. 
J. llcllry K:~iscr. 
Hol:lncl R. Roilrick. 

SECIJSI) TICNORS. 

John L. Apple. 
Charles R. Bartletl. 
hlelvillc D. Hensey. 
Frederick Sillers. 

J. \\'alter I lu~~l l~hrey .  
C ' l m l c ~  \V. htoorc. 
Oliver A. Phelps. 
Ceorgc F. I). Rollings. 





T H E  WILLARD H ~ E L ,  WASHINGTON, D. C., SCENE OF THE GRAND LODGE'S CENTENNIL 
BANQUET IN 1911 AND OF MANY OTHER MASONIC SOCIAL EVENTS IN THE PAST FIFTY YEARS. 



THE NEXT HALF CENTURY, 1911-1960 

T HE first work of Grand Lodge in its centennial year was a special com- 
munication called on September 16, 1911 for the purpose of constituting 
Mt. Pleasant Lodge No. 33, its charter having been granted at the previous 

annual communication. The ceremony was performed in the lodge's meeting place 
in Post Office Hall, Fourteenth Street and Park Road, Northwest, by Grand Mas- 
ter J. Claude Keiper. 

Masonic Clubs 

In his annual address, Grand Master J. Claude Keiper took the first official 
notice of the growing activity of Masonic clubs in the District of Columbia, men- 
tioning in particular The Trowel Club and The Fellowship Club. The member- 
ships of these two clubs were made up of Masons employed in the U. S. Geological 
Survey and the U. S .  Bureau of Printing and Engraving, respectively. 

As the Grand Master's remarks revealed, Grand Lodge was sympathetic to 
this activity from the beginning. When the Masons in a particular government 
department or agency organized a Masonic club, such a group brought together 
not only members of lodges within the District of Columbia but sojourning Ma- 
sons whose lodges were located in other States. As a result of the informal asso- 
ciation in such clubs, Masons from other jurisdictions were invited and encouraged 
by local brethren to visit in District lodges and to interest themselves in Masonic 
work here. This was a condition unique to the national capital. 

This club activity, from the beginning, came under the scrutiny of the Grand 
Master. Such clubs owed their existence to the Grand Master's permission to 
organize and meet as Masons, a permission which could be withdrawn from any 
club for cause. For the most part these clubs have conducted themselves with a 
high degree of responsibility, and have been at all times responsive to Grand Lodge 
rules and regulations, a decided asset to the jurisdiction. Scores of such clubs 
exist in the District of Columbia at the present time. 

Grand Lodge, however, has looked with less favor upon the establishment of 
clubs subordinate to national or regional club organizations with headquarters 
outside of the District of Columbia. The sound reasons for this policy would seem 
to be obvious, and are inherent in the special situation prevailing in the national 
capital, differing from conditions in any other grand jurisdiction. 
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Cornerstone of  the House of  the Temple 
The most notable public appearance of Grand Lodge in 191 1, not associated 

with its centennial, was the laying of the cornerstone of the House of the Temple, 
a monumental building designed by architect John Russell Pope, at Sixteenth and 
S Streets, Northwest. The structure was being erected as the home of the Supreme 
Council 33", Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Juris- 
diction, and architecturally was designed after the famous temple at Halicarnassus, 
one of the "Seven Wonders of the Ancient World." Representatives from many 
other grand jurisdictions joined in the public procession to the site. A full account 
of the event is contained in the Grand Lodge Proceedings of that date, October 
18, 1911. 

Centennial History Printed 
The centennial History of  the Grand Lodge F.A.A.M. and of  Freemasonry in 

the District o f  Columbia, prepared by W. Bro. Kenton N. Harper, was printed in 
an edition of 1500 copies, 819 of which had been subscribed prior to publication. 
A complimentary copy was sent to each of the Grand Lodges with which we were 
then in fraternal relations, and to a list of Masonic and selected libraries. 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association 
Acting on plans originally proposed by the Grand Lodge of Virginia, the newly 

organized George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association held its 
second meeting at Alexandria, Virginia, February 21, 1912 to frame and adopt 
a Constitution and By-laws. The association had been formed for the purpose of 
erecting an appropriate Masonic memorial to George Washington by the united 
effort of all Grand Lodges. The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia had 
cooperated in this undertaking from its inception, and contributed its proportionate 
share to the expenses of the first meetings. 

In the beginning the project met with the usual reluctance of many Grand 
Lodges to participate in any national collaboration of Grand Lodges, many viewing 
such proposals as a disguised attempt to form a General Grand Lodge. By the 
following year, 1913, a total of 36 Grand Lodges had joined the Association and 
before long all Grand Lodges had been persuaded to support this mutual under- 
taking. Its successful history over the years from 1911 to the present time may 
be found in the Association's printed minutes of its annual meetings. The Grand 
Lodge of the District of Columbia takes pride in its continuous membership from 
the beginning of the project. 

Masonic Funeral Service in Instances of  Cremation 
At its May communication in 1912, Grand Lodge adopted a resolution that 

Masonic funeral services should not be refused in instances of cremation, but that 
appropriate substitutions of wording be made in the existing ritual for such 
occasions. 
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Fund Raising 
Grand Lodge was under heavy financial commitment (1)  to reduce the indebted- 

ness remaining after construction of the new Masonic Temple, and to underwrite 
operating costs; and (2)  to complete an adequate building for The Masonic and 
Eastern Star Home. It is improbable the Grand Lodge would have embarked 
upon two such costly projects simultaneously, and under normal circumstances 
the Home project would have been undertaken after the Grand Lodge had liqui- 
dated the cost of its new Temple. The Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star having commenced the Home project on its own initiative, Grand Lodge 
could not long postpone active participation in an undertaking which held larger 
benefits for Master Masons than for Eastern Star members as such. 

By 1912, Grand Lodge had already, as of December 1910, levied a $1. assess- 
ment upon the lodge membership in addition to the per capita tax; and a further 
assessment of 37%$ per member for the Home. It was proposed to hold another 
Fair in 1912, to raise funds to liquidate the principal of these obligations. The 
Fair plan was abandoned, and instead the lodges were committed to contribute an 
amount equal to $3. for each member on their rolls, appropriating the amounts 
from lodge funds or raising the amount from the lodge membership by such means 
as each lodge might determine for itself. This plan appears to have met with rea- 
sonable success, but a move in 1914 to repeal the $1. assessment was rejected in 
view of the remaining indebtedness and operating costs. 

Lodge Changes Name 
As requested by a lodge resolution at the annual communication of Grand Lodge 

in 1912, Grand Lodge at its May communication in 1913 granted permission for 
Temple Lodge No. 32 to change its name to Temple-Noyes Lodge No. 32 in 
honor of its charter Worshipful Master Thomas C. Noyes.' 

East Gate Lodge No. 34 
In special communication, January 15, 1913, Grand Lodge, having issued a 

charter at its last annual communication, visited and constituted East Gate Lodge 
No. 34 in the Brookland Masonic Temple, Grand Master Charles E. Baldwin 
presiding. 

Honorary Members of Grand Lodge 
For the first time in its history, Grand Lodge, at its May communication 1913 

elected two Honorary Members previously proposed: Robert Freke Gould of 
England, famous Masonic historian, and J.  W. Chetwode Crawley, Grand Treas- 
urer of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The Jurisprudence Committee in approving 
the election had suggested that Grand Lodge, in electing Honorary Members, 

See: Carter B. Keene, History of Temple-Noyes Lodge No.  32 . . .  1907-1935. Washing- 
ton, D. C., 1935. iii, 185p. 
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should also confer an appropriate Grand Lodge rank. Accordingly both these 
Honorary Members were elected with the rank of Past Senior Grand Warden 
of our Grand Lodge. Appreciative letters of acceptance from the two brethren 
so honored are printed in our Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1913, page 125. 

Masonic Temple Association 
Complying with the expressed wish of Grand Lodge, the Masonic Temple ASSO- 

ciation elected the Grand Secretary of Grand Lodge to serve as Secretary of the 
Association. 

Dedicates First Home Building 
In special communication November 29, 19 13, Grand Lodge dedicated the 

completed "structure of the Masonic and Eastern Star Home," Grand Master 
Charles E. Baldwin presiding. The minutes note that Grand Lodge, after the 
completion of the ceremonies, "returned to Washington by special train." 

Opening a Lodge in Absence of  Masters and Wardens 
On the evening of August 25, 19 13, Dawson Lodge No. 16 was confronted 

with a stated communication, both the Master and Senior Warden being seriously 
ill and the Junior Warden absent from the city. In these circumstances, Grand 
Master Baldwin personally opened Dawson Lodge at the hour stated in its by-laws, 
thereafter placing the gavel in the hands of a Past Master and authorizing him to 
preside over the Lodge. 

This instance may have had something to do with raising a related question. 
At its annual communication the next year, 1914, Grand Lodge departed from the 
previously established rule that only Masters, Wardens or Past Masters were quali- 
fied to preside over a lodge, and none other. The Worshipful Master was thereafter 
empowered to invite any Master Mason of the lodge to preside, but it was provided 
that whenever the Master surrendered his gavel to one not a Warden or Past Mas- 
ter, the Master was personally responsible for all the acts of such brother while 
presiding. 

Ohio Flood Sufferers 1. 

Despite the heavy financial commitments upon Masons in the District of Co- 
lumbia, the Craft in our grand jurisdiction responded promptly to appeal for relief 
of flood sufferers in Ohio and in May 1913 transmitted through the Grand Lodge 
contributions totaling nearly $2,000. 

Grand Masters Conference 
The Grand Master represented our jurisdiction at a Conference of Grand Mas- 

ters held at Indianapolis, Indiana, March 17th and 18th, 1913. The host Grand 
Lodge of Indiana emphasized that the Conference was exclusively for the purpose 
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of exchanging ideas and information, and not for the purpose of even considering 
a General Grand Lodge. Sixteen grand jurisdictions were represented. A second 
such conference was held May 14th, 15th and 16, 1914, at St. Louis, Missouri, 
at which our Grand Lodge was likewise represented. 

Holy Bible in Cornerstone Deposits 
At its May communication in 1914, Grand Lodge adopted a resolution that at 

all future cornerstone ceremonies under its jurisdiction a copy of The Holy Bible 
should be one of the items deposited in each stone. 

Dedication of  Myron M .  Parker Lodge Hall 
In special communication March 16, 1915, Grand Lodge visited and performed 

the ceremonies of dedication of Myron M. Parker Lodge Hall in Northeast Wash- 
ington, Grand Master Alexander Grant presiding. 

Masonic Employment Bureau of  D .  C .  
Having been under committee consideration for some time, Grand Lodge at its 

annual communication in 19 15 authorized the organization of a Masonic Employ- 
ment Bureau of the District of Columbia, the purpose of which is sufficiently 
indicated by its name. Proponents took the position that "helping Masons to help 
themselves" was an appropriate Masonic undertaking if operated under proper 
supervision and control. The Bureau was designed to assist Master Masons and 
members of the Order of the Eastern Star, and those in their immediate families, 
to obtain suitable employment. 

In 1919, reporting on its work for the preceding year, the Bureau revealed that 
of a total of 548 applications filed, 473 had been placed in a wide variety of pro- 
fessional and non-professional positions. 

Masters Association 
In 1914 the Association of Worshipful Masters had undertaken in a modest way 

to organize a baseball game as a benefit for the endowment fund of the Masonic 
and Eastern Star Home. It had been sufficiently successful to encourage continu- 
ance of the plan, and in 1915 the Grand Master reported that $3,500. had been 
realized for the endowment fund and recommended that this become an annual 
event. In 1916, the sum of $5,100. was realized for the endowment fund. In 
1918 the amount realized was $4,700., and $5,503. in the next year. As a result 
of accumulated experience and special planning, the ballgame in 1920 realized a 
total of $12,863. All of these sums were contributed through Grand Lodge to 
the endowment fund of the Home. 
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Auditorium Remodeled 
The auditorium of the Masonic Temple was remodeled in 1916 to permit the 

showing of motion pictures. In the beginning the motion pictures shown in the 
auditorium were exhibited under the auspices of the Masonic Temple Association 
or of Masonic bodies. 

Appointive Oficers 
At the annual election in December 1916, by changes in the Code, the offices 

of Grand Lecturer, Grand Chaplain, Assistant Grand Chaplain, Junior Grand 
Steward, and Grand Tiler became appointive rather than elective. 

Masonic Temple 
Almost from the beginning the Masonic Temple Association had been unable 

to meet operating expenses of the Temple building without renting space for non- 
masonic purposes to supplement income. For several years George Washington 
University Law School had leased the entire top floor. With its lease scheduled 
to expire in August 1918, it was proposed in Grand Lodge that the top floor space 
should be taken for Grand Lodge offices and.for club recreational facilities. The 
proposal was abandoned when it was indicate'd that the Law School desired to 
renew its lease for another two years from August 1918. 

Within twelve years after first occupying the new Masonic Temple, at the May 
communication of Grand Lodge in 1920, a Special Committee was appointed "for 
the purpose of considering the advisability of building a new Masonic Temple." 
The committee consisted of Brothers Gratz E. Dunkum, J. Claude Keiper, Lem 
Towers, Jr., Joseph H. Milans, Charles E. Baldwin, L. Whiting Estes, Albert Fox, 
William F. Gude, and George R. Davis. 

At the annual communication the same year, the committee brought in a long 
report. It departed from the idea of a Grand Lodge project, and proposed a Tem- 
ple that would conform to the wishes and the needs "of the Fraternity as a whole" 
including all the bodies of the York and Scottish Rites and the Order of the East- 
ern Star. Thus began an ambitious undertaking to house all Freemasonry of the 
District of Columbia on one site, in one or more buildings, which was to become 
popularly known as "Temple Heights" from the location selected at the juncture 
of Columbia Road, Connecticut and Florida Avenues, Northwest. 

It  may be noted here that in all its history from 181 1 onward, the Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia never embarked upon a building project confined to 
the interest of Grand Lodge and its subordinate lodges exclusively. This is prob- 
ably due in part to the small and compact geographical area of the District of 
Columbia where all Freemasonry works closely together in a very literal sense. 
Common officers and members bring all Masonic bodies closely together in a way 
not similar to other and larger grand jurisdictions. Other Grand Lodges erecting 
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Temples have been primarily concerned with the needs of the Grand Lodge, giving 
next consideration to the needs of its lodges located in the same city, and thirdly 
to the needs of other Masonic bodies located in the same city, the latter groups 
being a very small part of the entire jurisdiction. . -.. . %,, 

World War I 
With the German declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare on February 1, 

1917, the United States broke off diplomatic relations with that country the next 
day. By Executive Order on March 12th the United States began to arm its mer- 
chant ships, and finally a State of War was declared on April 6th. 

The District of Columbia was the heart and center of the war effort. Within 
sixteen months its population had increased by many thousands. The District was 
ringed by military installations both permanent and temporary. Freemasonry, as 
well as the entire capital community, felt the impact of these sudden and exciting 
tides of unusual activity. 

Lodges found their members entering the armed forces in large numbers. Offi- 
cer lines were depleted, but paradoxically lodge work increased. Remaining mem- 
bers and Past Masters were under a heavy burden of degree work, and the number 
of courtesy requests from other jurisdictions mounted rapidly. The Grand Masters 
in 1917 and 1918 were called upon for numerous decisions and dispensations in 
the unusual war-time conditions. 

Grand Lodge took the lead in urging Masons and their families to open their 
homes in hospitality to visiting servicemen, a plea that met with conspicuous suc- 
cess; gave continuous support to the Liberty Loan drives and War Savings Stamp 
purchases. Past Grand Master J. Claude Keiper was chairman of a Masonic Rally 
held at Convention Hall, November 14, 1917, attended by nearly 7,000 persons. 
Early in 1918 Grand Lodge delivered to the subordinate lodges a bronze medal, 
to be worn about the neck or used as a pocket piece, bearing on one side the letter 
"G" and on the other the name of the Mason soldier or sailor and the name of 
his lodge. 

The Masonic Service Association of the United States 

Freemasonry's support of the war effort exceeded by far everything that might 
have been expected at the State and local levels, but the Fraternity, with its 49 
separate and independent Grand Lodges found it difficult and sometimes impossible 
to extend cooperation on a national basis. As a direct result of this war-time ex- 
perience, 22 grand jurisdictions were represented at a meeting in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, adopting a Constitution for an agency to be known as The Masonic Service 
Association. By resolution of the meeting, a proposed Constitution was submitted 
to all grand jurisdictions for adoption. The resolution provided that when a mini- 
mum of 15 Grand Lodges had acted favorably, the Association might then be 
organized. 
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At its May 1919 communication, on the recommendation of the Jurisprudence 
Committee, Grand Lodge voted to "approve the Constitution as adopted, and 
accepts the responsibilities and privileges outlined therein." The Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia has been a member of the Association from that date 
to the present time. 

The Association has never entirely escaped the reluctance of some Grand Lodges 
to join in any such collaboration, but its record has been such that at the present 
time 40 Grand Lodges are participating members. Through the Masonic Service 
Association the member Grand Lodges have an agency for united action, particu- 
larly in charitable, relief, and educational matters. The Association has never 
departed from its character as an Agent of the member Grand Lodges, and pos- 
sesses no powers which could be considered even remotely as invading the sov- 
ereignty of any Grand Lodge. 

Grand Master and Grand Secretary Visit England 
Having been authorized to do so by Grand Lodge, the Grand Master and Grand 

Secretary accepted the invitation of the Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge 
of England, H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught, to attend an "Especial Grand Lodge" 
at London on June 27th for the purpose of giving an expression of thankfulness 
to the Great Architect for the cessation of hostilities. This "Peace Celebration," 
held in Royal Albert Hall, was a memorable Masonic occasion, preceded by five 
days of entertainment for the invited guests. The Grand Master reported on this 
in detail in his annual address in 1919. 

Close of the Year 1920 
As previously mentioned, the Masters Association baseball game had netted 

$12,863. for the endowment fund of the Masonic and Eastern Star Home in 1920. 
The year before, voluntary contributions to the Home in the amount of $22,784. 
had been forwarded by Grand Lodge. At its annual communication in 1919, 
Grand Lodge had increased its per capita assessment for the Home from 37%$ 
to 50$. These two years marked a definite acceleration in Grand Lodge support 
for the Home's needs. 

Not counting two lodges chartered at the annual communication in 1920, as 
of the end of the Masonic year there were 30 subordinate lodges working with 
a total membership of 16,306. 
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Three New Lodges 

C HARTERS having been granted at the preceding annual communication, 
Grand Lodge in special communications January 12th and 17th duly consti- 

tuted Joppa Lodge No. 35' and Albert Pike Lodge No. 36.' Its charter having 
been granted at the May communication 1921, Congress Lodge No. 37 was duly 
constituted by Grand Lodge in special communication on May 27th. Grand Mas- 
ter Charles J. O'Neill presidkd at each of these three occasions. 

Inauguration o f  President Harding 

On the morning of March 4, 1921, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master 
and Grand Secretary met a delegation from St. John's Lodge No. 1, New York 
City, which was conveying the "George Washington Bible" for use by Warren G. 
Harding in taking the oath of office as President of the United States. The Bible 
was the same used by George Washington in the first inauguration, and was loaned 
at that time by St. John's Lodge. The delegation was taken to the U. S. Senate 
dining room for breakfast, and later, with their Grand Lodge hosts, seated near 
the spot at which the President was to take the oath of office during the inaugural 
ceremonies. The Bible rested on a small table used at the first inaugural of Presi- 
dent Abraham Lincoln, and was opened at the text which had been chosen by 
President-elect Harding: eighth verse, six chapter of Micah: 

He hath showed thee, 0 Man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God. 

Following the inaugural ceremonies, our Grand Lodge gave a luncheon for 
the St. John's Lodge delegation at The Willard Hotel. 

Masonic and Eastern Star Home 

In his annual address in 1921 the Grand Master called attention to the obvious 
need at the Masonic and Eastern Star Home to provide a separate building for 
children, and an infirmary for the care of guests whose physical condition required 
nursing attention. At this time all functions of the Home were confined to the 
single building which had been erected. In 1924 the Masters Association departed 
from its former custom of specifying funds for the Home's endowment, and 

. . . .  "ee: History of Joppn Lodge No .  35 Washington, D. C., 1950. 48p. :' Norman S. Meese, History o f  Albert Pike Lodge No .  36. Washington, D. C., 1958. 61p. 
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reported that the money realized from the annual ballgame, as well as from the 
annual religious service, would be used as the nucleus for erection of a Children's 
Building. The receipts in 1924 were $21,802. and in 1925 further funds were 
contributed and construction was begun on a building to cost $120,000. On 
October 31, 1925, Grand Lodge laid the cornerstone of this new building. Con- 
tinuing its practice, the Masters Association in 1926 contributed baseball game 
receipts in the amount of $20,579. to the Children's Building. In 1927, assisted 
by the Association of Matrons and Patrons O.E.S., the Masters Association spon- 
sored a dance in addition to the baseball game, realizing $18,511. The Children's 
Building was completed and occupied early in 1927. 

Having thus departed from the former practice of contributing exclusively to 
the Home's endowment fund, a Grand Lodge resolution in 1924 authorized allo- 
cation of funds raised by the Masters Association "as may be to the best advan- 
tage of the Home" from year to year. 

Committee on Masonic Education 
In his annual address in 1921 the Grand Master recommended the creation of 

a Committee on Masonic Education. Operating at first as a special committee it 
was made a Standing Committee by Grand Lodge action at the May communica- 
tion in 1924 and designated as the Committee on Masonic Education and Service. 
The committee appears to have confined its initial efforts to providing the lodges 
with (1) a list of speakers available for appearance in lodges, with the Masonic 
subjects on which each was prepared to lecture; and (2) lists of recommended 
reading on Masonic subjects 

George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
In the same annual address the Grand Master reported that the Grand Lodge 

of the District of Columbia had been the first to pledge a one dollar per capita 
contribution to the George Washington Masonic National Memorial at Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

Dedication of East Gate Lodge Hall 
In special communication on November 30, 1923, Grand Lodge performed the 

ceremonies of dedicating East Gate Lodge Hall, Grand Master Mark F. Finley 
presiding. 

Death of President Harding 
President Warren G. Harding died at San Francisco on August 2, 1923. At 

the subsequent State Services in the capital, Grand Master Mark F. Finley joined 
the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar in the official procession. On August 
10th memorial religious services were held at Temple Heights, the Grand Chaplain, 
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Rev. John C. Palmer, in charge, under the auspices of Almas Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.S., at which the Grand Master was also present. The late President's 
association with the Fraternity in the District of Columbia had been warm and 
friendly during his short term of office. 

Grand Masters Conference 

At the invitation of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, a Grand 
Masters Conference was held October 31, 1923, the day preceding the annual 
meeting of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association. 
Thirty-nine grand jurisdiction were represented. The conference sessions, luncheon 
and dinner banquet were held at the House of the Temple. The Secretary of La- 
bor, Brother James J. Davis, was the principal speaker at the banquet. 

In 1926, the Deputy Grand Master, Grand Secretary, and two Past Grand 
Masters represented the District of Columbia at the Grand Masters Conference 
held at Chicago, November 16th. 

In 1928 the Grand Masters Conference met again in Washington, D. C. on 
February 20th, the delegates being received at The White House by President 
Calvin Coolidge. It then became the practice of the Conference to meet in Wash- 
ington on days preceding or following the annual meeting of the Memorial Asso- 
ciation each February 22nd. It has been a source of pleasure to our Grand Lodge 
to have this distinguished Conference assemble each year within the grand juris- 
diction of the District of Columbia, and it has been the privilege of each incum- 
bent Grand Master to personally welcome the delegates at the opening session. 

The cornerstone of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial at 
Alexandria was laid on November 1, 1923, under the auspices of the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia. Each Grand Master present, including our own, participated in the 
ceremonies; and 3,585 Master Masons of the District of Columbia joined in the 
procession on that occasion. 

Joseph H .  Milans Lodge No.  38 

In special communication June 2, 1922, Grand Lodge visited Myron M. Parker 
Lodge Hall and there duly constituted Joseph H. Milans Lodge No. 38, Grand 
Master Charles Cyrus Coombs presiding. 

Four New Lodges 

At special communications on January 23rd and 25th, May 26th and May 28th, 
1924, respectively, Gran'd Lodge duly constituted Warren G. Harding Lodge No. 
39, Cathedral Lodge No. 40, Trinity Lodge No. 41, and Chevy Chase Lodge No. 
42, Grand Master Charles F. Roberts presiding at each of these four occasions. 
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Sir Alfred Robins 
During 1924 the Grand Master, on behalf of Grand Lodge, took great pleasure 

in entertaining Sir Alfred Robins, president of the Board of General Purposes of 
the United Grand Lodge of England, and Lady Robins, who were visiting in Wash- 
ington. Sir Alfred accompanied the Grand Master and Grand Lodge on one of 
its official Grand Visitations, and a luncheon and dinner were given in honor of 
the distinguished visitors. Sir Alfred was visiting the United States, in his words 
"to promote a greater unity of feeling, a greater body of understanding, between 
the American and other English-speaking Freemasons." 

Temple Heights 
The words "Temple Heights" open a chapter comparatively recent in the history 

of our Grand Lodge, important enough to be dealt with at some length even though 
it is impossible to treat the subject in complete detail. The details, however, may 
be found in the Grand Lodge Proceedings for the years mentioned. 

We have already mentioned the appointment of a committee in May 1920 "for 
the purpose of considering the advisability of building a new Temple" and the 
committee's recommendation in December 1920 that the project should conform 
to the needs "of the Fraternity as a whole." 

The committee reported in May 1921 that it was working with committees of 
the following bodies, listed in the order in which their committees had been ap- 
pointed: 

GRAND CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
KALLIPOLIS GROTTO 
ADVISORY BOARD OF MASONIC CLUBS 
GRAND COUNCIL, ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS 
ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE 
GRAND CHAPTER, ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
ALMAS TEMPLE, A.A.O.N.M.S. 

The Grand Lodge committee reported that the committees were working together 
on the space and plans required by each in a proposed new Temple. 

At the annual communication in 1921 the Finance Committee reported that it 
had studied the plans and space requirements submitted, and estimated costs at 
the following approximate figures: $750,000. for land; $3,138,750. for building; 
and $250,000. for furnishings, a total of $4,138,750. The plans included an 
auditorium with a seating capacity of 3,500. The committee offered suggestions 
that $3,090,000. be raised by subscription, the issuance of stock, and other pro- 
posals. The matter was continued to the May 1922 communication. 

k t  that time [May 19221 Grand Lodge approved the committee recommenda- 
tion that "The Dean Tract" consisting of nine and a quarter acres, located at the 
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juncture of Connecticut Avenue, Columbia Road and Florida Avenue, Northwest, 
be acquired at a cost of $900,000. The terms were $125,000. in cash, purchaser 
assuming trust of $700,000. at 5% of which $530,000. was to be payable within 
five years and the balance of $170,000. payable after 18 months; the purchaser to 
assume trust, secured on property, for $75,000. at 6% payable within three years. 

On July 5, 1922 the Grand Master received deeds to the Dean Tract, encum- 
bered as indicated, and the property was christened "Temple Heights". 

On July 30, 1922 a religious service was held on Temple Heights near historic 
"Treaty Oak,"4 the Grand Chaplain, Rev. Bro. John C. Palmer, conducting the 
service and delivering the sermon. This was the first of numerous religious services 
to be held on this site. In December, George C. Whiting Lodge No. 22 held a 
special communication in the mansion on Temple Heights, at which time the Offi- 
cers of the Grand Lodge conferred the Master Mason Degree on the son of Grand 
Master Charles. C. Coombs, one of the three candidates. 

Thereafter, for the next eight years, intensive fund-raising campaigns were 
undertaken. The interest payments alone, on the land purchase obligations, were 
a large annual figure which had to be met as due, accumulating in addition to the 
principal of $775,000. to be liquidated. Architects fees and other expenses were 
likewise accumulating. These building plans had been changed, at special com- 
munications in 1924, from a single building to a "group plan" with an estimated 
cost in excess of $3,000,000. The statistical details of the various fund-raising 
campaigns, by gift solicitation, sale of stock, assessment, etc., will be found in the 
Grand Lodge Proceedings during these years. Gifts and pledged amounts to the 
building fund were identified as Grand Lodge property. 

In retrospect, the total amounts involved, well in excess of four million dollars 
not counting interest payments, taxes, and other expense, seem astronomical 
for so small a grand jurisdiction. But the Fraternity was supported by the inspira- 
tion engendered by the plan, and by the rapid and continuous increase in the 
number of lodges and members, as well as by the united support of all Masonic 
bodies in the jurisdiction. Individual members responded repeatedly and gener- 
ously to the various appeals and campaigns. In 1927 Grand Lodge voted author- 
ization to proceed, at the proper time, to arrange for the sale of the Temple and 
property at 13th Street and New York Avenue, which would have added a con- 
siderable amount to the funds collected. 

However, on October 24, 1929 the downward trend of stock prices led to a 
collapse of the market three weeks later in which individuals and institutions lost 
vast sums of invested money. The "Stock Market Crash" was followed by an ever 
increasing economic depression, and two years later there were four to five million 
adults unemployed, with a growing financial panic resulting in the "Bank Holiday" 

A giant oak tree on the Temple Heights property was traditionally the site where a 
treaty had been signed with the Anacosta Indian tribe and its chief Mannacasset. 



MODEL FOR THE PROJECTED MASONIC CENTER ON TEMPLE HEIGHTS" BOUNDED BY FLORIDA AND CONNECTICUT AVENUES AND 

COLUMBIA ROAD M NORTHWEST WASHINGTON. BUILDINGS WERE TO HOUSE ALL O F  THE REGULAR RITES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
INCLUDING AN AUD~TORIUM SEATING THREE THOUSAND. THE PLAN HAD TO BE ABANDONED DURING THE DEPRESSION YEARS. 
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early in 1933. Individuals with funds in banks which closed and did not reopen 
lost heavily. During this period, throughout the entire country, institutions and 
organizations were obliged to cancel or indefinitely postpone building projects and 
fund-raising activities. 

Early in October 1929, it had been announced that plans were proceeding 
for the erection of the first building on Temple Heights, to cost in excess of 
$2,000,000. 

Although the Fraternity did not then realize it, the close of October 1929 
marked the beginning of the end for the ambitious Temple Heights plans and 
Grand Lodge was to be very hard pressed to carry and liquidate the obligation 
on the land purchase alone, and obliged to abandon building plans altogether. 
We will follow the subsequent developments in the next decade. 

Again it should be noted that at this time Grand Lodge was committed not only 
to the Temple Heights project involving millions of dollars, but also to fund-raising 
for the growing needs of the Masonic and Eastern Star Home both for buildings 
and current operation, and to a lesser but still substantial financial support to the 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial-all these major projects con- 
fronting Grand Lodge simultaneously. At the same time it was underwriting the 
expense of the Masonic Employment Bureau, and meeting requirements for charity 
and relief amounting to substantial sums. 

Three More Lodges 

Charters having been granted at the previous stated communications, Grand 
Lodge in special communications duly constituted Brightwood Lodge No. 43, 
at Stansbury Lodge Hall, January 22, 1925; Theodore Roosevelt Lodge No. 44, 
June 29, 1925, Grand Master Roe Fulkerson presiding on both occasions; and 
Samuel Gompers Lodge No. 45 %t the Masonic Temple, January 26, 1926, Grand 
Master Sydney R. Jacobs presiding. 

Stated Communications 

By amendment to the Code, Grand Lodge began in 1925 the stated communi- 
cations now in effect: First, on the second Wednesday in May, for the transaction 
of general business; Second, the Annual, on the third Wednesday in December; 
and Third, St. John the Evangelist Day, December 27th (except when that day 
falls on a Sunday, the communication then being postponed to the following day), 
to consider matters arising after the Annual Communication, to receive reports 
on the Grand Master's Address, and for the election and installation of Officers, 
no other business to be transacted. 

"ee: Dr. Maurice A. Goldberg, A history of Samuel Gompers Lodge No. 45 . . .  1925- 
1950. Washington, D. C., 1950. 56p. 
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President and Mrs. Coolidge 
President and Mrs. Calvin Coolidge attended the religious services at Temple 

Heights on October 11, 1925, sponsored by Grand Lodge and arranged by the 
Masters Association. 

Entire Line Elective 
In 1925 the entire Officer line of Grand Lodge was elected by separate balloting 

for each office, a practice which was to continue for several years until 1933 when 
the offices of Grand Marshal, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, and Grand 
Tiler were made appointive, the present practice. The change directed the first 
appointment of Grand Pursuivant and Grand Tiler in the December annual elec- 
tion of 1933; Grand Sword Bearer in 1934; and Grand Marshal in 1935. 

Three New Lodges 
Charters having been granted at the preceding stated communications, Grand 

Lodge in special communications duly constituted Justice Lodge No. 46, in the 
Masonic Temple, January 21, 1927; Petworth Lodge No. 47, in Joppa Lodge 
Hall, June 2, 1927, Grand Master Gratz E. Dunkum presiding on both occasions; 
and Barristers Lodge No. 48, in the Masonic Temple, February 6, 1929, Grand 
Master Wisdom D. Brown presiding. 

Lodges Named for Living Masons 
At the annual communication in 1926 Grand Lodge adopted a resolution offered 

by Past Grand Masters J. Claude Keiper and Charles F. Roberts, providing that 
No new lodge in this jurisdiction shall be named for a living Mason 

nor for one who has not rendered conspicuous service to a Grand Lodge 
or to one of its constituent lodges. 

Masonic Employment Bureau 
At the May communication in 1928, the Grand Master announced the reorgani- 

zation of the Masonic Employment Bureau of the District of Columbia, and the 
appointment of Brother Ara M. Daniels as its new manager. The name was sub- 
sequently changed to Masonic Personnel and Service Bureau. 

Requirements for Recognition 
Grand Lodge adopted at its May communication in 1930 a statement of our 

requirements for recognizing and establishing fraternal relations with other Grand 
Lodges. At the annual communication in 1953, a special committee combining 
the Committee on Jurisprudence and the Committee on Correspondence reported 
its belief that the 1930 standard "does not in all respects fill the presently existing 
requirements of the Grand Lodge." It therefore proposed the substitution of a 
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similar but revised statement of seven Basic Principles for Grand Lodge Recogni- 
tion. The substitution was adopted and is presently in force. It is of sufficient 
importance to quote in full: 

1. That a belief in the G.A.O.T.U. and His revealed will shall be an 
essential qualification for membership. 

2. That all Initiates shall take their Obligations on or in full view of 
the open Volume of Sacred Law, by which is meant the revelation from 
above which is binding on the conscience of the particular individual 
who is being initiated. 

3. That the three Great Lights of Freemasonry (namely, the Volume 
of the Sacred Law, the Square, and the Compasses) shall always be 
exhibited when the Grand Lodge or its subordinate Lodges are at work, 
the chief of these being the Volume of the Sacred Law. 

4. That the membership of the Grand Lodge and individual Lodges 
shall be composed exclusively of men; and that no Masonic relations 
shall be had with mixed lodges or bodies which admit women to mem- 
bership. 

5. That the Grand Lodge shall have been established lawfully by a duly 
recognized Grand Lodge or by three or more Lodges which can show 
that they have consistently professed and practiced the established and 
unaltered principles of regular Freemasonry. 

6. That the Grand Lodge shall have sovereign jurisdiction over the lodges 
under its control; that it shall be a responsible, independent, self-govern- 
ing organization, with sole, undisputed and exclusive authority over the 
Craft or Symbolic Degrees (Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master 
Mason); that it shall not in any way be subject to, or divide such au- 
thority with, a Supreme Council or other Power claiming any control 
or supervision over those degrees; and that it does not extend its au- 
thority into, or establish Lodges in, a territory occupied by a lawful 
Grand Lodge, without the expressed consent of said Grand Lodge. 

7. That the dominant purposes of Freemasonry are charitable, benev- 
olent, and educational; that the discussion of sectarian religion and parti- 
san politics shall be strictly prohibited from all activities under its 
auspices; and that the principles of the Ancient Landmarks, usages and 
customs shall be strictly observed. 

Death of Rear Admiral George W .  Baird 
In his annual address, 1930, Grand Master James A. West said in part: 

I feel that special mention should be made of the death of the dean of 
our Past Grand Masters, Most Worshipful Brother George W. Baird, 
upon whose wonderful fund of Masonic knowledge we have been ac- 
customed to rely for so many years. He served for thirty years as the 
Chairman of our Committee on Foreign Correspondence and his sturdi- 
ness of character and his familiarity with the international workings of 
our Craft acquired by a world-wide experience as an officer in the United 
States Navy won for his writings the respect of his brethren everywhere. 
Brother Baird's name will be written high on the records of Freemasonry 
in the District of Columbia and we shall long remember the outstanding 
service which he rendered to it. 



S E S Q U I - C E N T E N N I A L  H I S T O R Y  1 8 1  1 - 1 9 6 1  

Standing Resolution 
At the annual communication 1930, Grand Lodge adopted the following im- 

portant Standing Resolution which is still in force, providing that 
Hereafter no Mason within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge shall 

engage in the formation or become a member of any organization basing 
its eligibility to membership therein upon Blue Lodge membership, unless 
such organization shall have received the formal approval of this Grand 
Lodge; provided, that this prohibition shall not apply to bodies subordi- 
nate to those allied or Grand Bodies already existing or recognized as 
Masonic by the Grand Lodge, nor to organizations, composed wholly 
of non-Masons, membership in which is predicated upon blood or family 
relationship to our members. 

From the United Grand Lodge of England 
On June 4, 1930, our Grand Master received the following cablegram from 

H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught, Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
England : 

On the eve of the two hundredth anniversary of the first Grand Lodge 
recognition of American Freemasonry by constituting a provincial Grand 
Lodge for New England, I wish to congratulate all our brethren in the 
United States on the great Masonic progress they have made. I reiterate 
my fraternal good wishes and sincere desire for their continued happiness 
and prosperity. It remains my earnest hope that the tenets of our order 
may assist still further to strengthen the bond of friendship and good will 
which so happily exists between our two nations and I shall continue to 
watch with sympathy every endeavor on both sides of the Atlantic to 
promote those feelings by the development of Freemasonry in its purest 
and highest forms. 

To which Grand Master James A. West replied on June 9, 1930: 
It is with much gratification that I acknowledge the receipt of your 

cablegram . . .  in which, on the eve of the 200th anniversary of the first 
recognition by the Grand Lodge of England of American Freemasonry, 
you extend congratulations to the Masons of the United States on the 
progress which they have made. This gracious and fraternal action is 
sincerely appreciated and the good wishes which you express are heartily 
reciprocated. 

There can be no doubt that the friendship and good will which should 
naturally exist between Great Britain and the United States are more 
firmly cemented by reason of the ties which unite so many of their citi- 
zens as members of the Masonic Fraternity. The kindly feeling which 
prompted your message will serve to strengthen the bonds between all 
English-speaking Masons and must necessarily make more enduring the 
ties which unite the two nations. With assurances of our highest regard 
for yourself and our Mother Grand Lodge . . .  
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P ROBABLY no single year in the history of the Grand Lodge was as crowded 
with special events as in the year 1932, under Grand Master Reuben A. Bogley, 

Sr. The U. S. Bicentennial Commission, established by Act of Congress to com- 
memorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of George Washington, designated 
the week of May 8th to 14th as "Masonic Week." Without detailing the events 
of that week, which may be found in full in the Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1932, 
the program was as follows: 

MAY ~ T H ,  SUNDAY: 
Religious services, Sylvan Theatre, Monument Grounds, 
9.30 a.m. sponsored by Kallipolis Grotto M.O.V.P.E.R. 

MAY ~ T H ,  MONDAY: 
Annual Meeting of The Masonic Service Association of the 

United States, opening in the morning. 
Special Communication of the Grand Lodge of Texas, in 

the Memorial at Alexandria, 3 p.m. 
Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Knights 

Templar of the District of Columbia, 7 p.m. 
Annual Conference of Grand Secretaries of the United 

States, in the evening. 

MAY ~OTH, TUESDAY: 
Annual Conference of Grand Masters of the United States, 

9:30 a.m., annual banquet in the evening. 

MAY 1 ~ T H ,  WEDNESDAY: 
Annual Convention of The George Washington Masonic 

National Memorial Association, at Alexandria, 9: 30 
a.m. Special Communication of King Solomon's Lodge 
No. 31 (D. C.) to confer the Master Mason Degree, 
Masonic Temple, 1 p.m. 

Special Communication of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, 
in the Memorial, Alexandria, evening. 

Semi-annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia, Masonic Temple, Washington, 
D. C., 7 p.m. 

MAY 12TH, THURSDAY: 
Dedication of the George Washington. Masonic National 

Memorial, Alexandria, following parade starting at 
9:30 a.m. 

Stated Communication of Alexandria-Washington Lodge 
No. 22, in the Memorial, Alexandria, evening. 

Reception and Ball, Willard Hotel, under the auspices of 
The Circle Club (D. C.), 9 p.m. 
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MAY I ~ T H ,  FRIDAY: 
Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery, Knights 

Templar of Virginia, in the Memorial, Alexandria. 
Meeting of the Masonic Librarians and Educators of the 

United States, in the Memorial, Alexandria. 
Pageant, "Washington's Vision of a Triumphant Nation", 

sponsored by the Grand Chapter, O.E.S., D. C., in 
the Washington Auditorium, 8 p.m. 

Banquet, National League of Masonic Clubs, Willard 
Hotel, 7 : 30 p.m. 

MAY I ~ T H ,  SATURDAY: 
Special Convocation of Mount Vernon Chapter No. 3, . . 

Royal Arch Masons, D. C., in the Memorial, Alex- 
andria, conferring Royal Arch Degree on a Bicenten- 
nial Class. 

The Grand Lodge semi-annual communication on May 11th was devoted to 
the reception and entertainment of Grand Masters and representatives from 30 
grand jurisdictions, Grand Lodge taking two adjournments to May 12th and May 
21st for special and regular business. The Grand Master or representatives of 
our Grand Lodge participated or were present at all the other programs of 
"Masonic Week." 

Exemplification of the Degrees 
In the early years of our history, it was the custom for the Grand Master to 

call a special communication of Grand Lodge within the first three months of the 
year for the purpose of exemplifying the Degrees. Sometimes more than one 
communication was called for this work. When the number of the stated com- 
munications of Grand Lodge was increased, the first stated communication, in 
March, was devoted to exemplifications and this practice continued until the stated 
communications were reduced to three: one in May, and two in December. There- 
after the exemplifications, as now, were in charge of the Grand Lecturer and the 
Committee on Work and Lectures, and were scheduled by them in the Grand 
Lodge School of Instruction in the early months of each year. 

On June 25, 1932, the Grand Master revived the practice of performing the 
exemplifications in a special communication of Grand Lodge. This was the last 
occasion on which this work was done in special communication. 

Special Communication at Alexandria, Virginia 
Appropriate dispensations having been issued, Grand Lodge held a special 

communication in the Memorial at Alexandria, observing the 200th anniversary 
of the raising of George Washington as a Master Mason. The Grand Master 
invited, in turn, the Grand Masters of Virginia and Maryland to preside over the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, each accepting the gavel and delivering 
a brief address of greetings. The Grand Master then opened East Gate Lodge No. 
34 to confer the Master Mason Degree as the principal feature of the evening's 
program. 
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I Reenactment of the Capitol Cornerstone Laying 
Grand Lodge met in special communication on September 17th to reenact, in 

full form and in costumes of the colonial period, the laying of the cornerstone of 
the United States Capitol as it was done on September 18, 1793. Assembling 
on the park grounds south of The White House, the five divisions of the colorful 
parade, with brethren in colonial costume, marched down Pennsylvania Avenue 
to be reviewed on the Capitol grounds, proceeding then to the site of the corner- 
stone laying at the east front of the building where an actual stone was laid in re- 
enactment. The Grand Masters of Maryland and Virginia participated, and many 
distinguished Masonic guests from all parts of the United States participated in 
the sense of being present. 

The dignified as well as colorful character of these proceedings deeply impressed 
everyone. A long account of the occasion appeared in the Washington Sunday 
Star, September 18, 1932. The full detail of the ceremonies, with a number of 
photographs, appears in the Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1932. Associate Director 
Sol Bloom of the U. S. Bicentennial Commission expressed the general sentiment 
in his letter to Grand Master Bogley on September 20, 1932: 

Permit me to express my personal gratification and extend sincere con- 
gratulations to you and your distinguished Masonic associates upon the 
great success of the commemorative exercise at the National Capitol last 
Saturday. 

I have heard nothing but the most impressive compliments upon the 
ceremonies at the Capitol and of the colorful and really remarkable 
parade which preceded them. In the able manner in which the cere- 
monies were conducted and the dignified and sincere reenactment of the 
laying of the original cornerstone, I see deep and abiding impressions 
not only upon those of our fraternity, but upon all those privileged to 
witness those scenes. 

I consider this great Masonic demonstration an impressive feature of 
the Celebration of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the birth of 
George Washington . . .  Surely nothing has surpassed it in beauty, in 
significance and in solemn dignity. It will live in the history of our Capi- 
tol and I gladly pay my humble tribute to you and your associates who 
were responsible for this historic event. 

1 Death o f  John Philip Sousa 

The death on March 6, 1932 of John Philip Sousa, a member of our Hiram 
Lodge No. 10 and internationally known as a band leader and composer, was an 
occasion of genuine sadness for his brethren in the District of Columbia. A me- 
morial to his memory was incorporated in the Grand Lodge Proceedings at the 
close of the year. 
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Return of Cornerstone 

During 1932 the Grand Master requested the District of Columbia Commis- 
sioners to direct the return to Grand Lodge of the cornerstone of the old Masonic 
Temple on John Marshall Place, the building shortly to be razed to make way 
for construction of Municipal Offices. The request was granted and the stone, 
with its contents, was restored to the Grand L ~ d g e . ~  

Grand Master's Address 

The Grand Master's annual address in 1932 was one of the most comprehensive 
ever delivered in Grand Lodge, embracing a survey of the condition of the Fra- 
ternity and of Grand Lodge problems with numerous recommendations. The 
address may be reread with profit today for an understanding of conditions as 
they existed at that time in the District of Columbia. A number of the Grand 
Master's recommendations were favorably acted upon at the following May com- 
munication. 

Greetings to Massachusetts 

At the May communication in 1933, in addition to the consideration of numer- 
ous proposed amendments to the Code, a Standing Resolution on instructions to 
be given to Lodge Tilers, and the creation of a Grand Lodge Committee on Mu- 
seum, Grand Lodge took time to unanimously adopt a Resolution of 

". . .  fraternal greetings and hearty congratulations to the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts upon the attainment of the Two Hundredth Year of its 
existence." 

Grand Lodge Fifty-Year Gold Button 

In 1934 at its May Communication, Grand Lodge adopted the recommendation 
of the Grand Master that our Grand Lodge present a 50-Year Membership Gold 
Button to each Master Mason in the jurisdiction who attains fifty years of con- 
tinuous membership. This included brethren who affiliate with lodges in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, having part of their membership record in another jurisdiction, 
and is a gift from Grand Lodge directly to the brother entitled to receive it. Thus 
began a practice which has given great pleasure to each succeeding Grand Master 
whose prerogative it has been to make these presentations on behalf of Grand 
Lodge. 

See Grand Lodge Proceedings, 1938, page 87. 
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Semper Paratus Lodge No. 49 
In special communication on June 28, 1934, Grand Lodge duly constituted 

Semper Paratus Lodge No. 49, at the Masonic Temple, Grand Master Vernon 
G. Owen presiding. The charter had been granted at the previous May com- 
munication. 

Masters Association 
From 1929 through the worst of the "depression years" the Association of 

Worshipful Masters had discontinued the annual Field Day and baseball game for 
the benefit of the Masonic and Eastern Star Home. In 1934 the custom was re- 
vived under the usual sponsorship of the Masters Association and the Association 
of Matrons and Patrons O.E.S. Brother Clark Griffith donated a Silver Cup for 
the winner of the baseball game, and gave free use of the Washington Baseball 
Park (Griffith Stadium) for the event. 

Amendments to the Code 
At the Annual Communication in 1935, the Grand Lodge Jurisprudence Com- 

mittee included the following admonition in its report: 
In view of the frequency with which the Jurisprudence Committee has 

been called upon to consider changes in the Grand Lodge Constitution, 
and with regard to the stability of its laws, it is felt that your committee 
may well make the suggestion that the Grand Lodge should be cautious 
and careful in any effort to change existing law before the same has pre- 
vailed for a sufficient period of time to enable its workings to be thor- 
oughly tested. 

125th Anniversary 
A special communication was called February 19, 1936 to commemorate the 

125th Anniversary of the founding of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. 
The date preceded the opening of the annual Grand Masters Conference, and 
many of those attending the Conference were present. Deputy Grand Master Paul 
B. Cromelin delivered an historical address, and Past Grand Master J. Claude 
Keiper spoke on the history of the preceding 25 years. 

Grand Master Visits Scotland 
\ 

At the St. John's Day communication in 1934, Grand Lodge gave approval to 
acceptance of an invitation to the prospective Grand Master and Grand Secretary 
in 1936 to attend the Bi-centenary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland the week of 
November 28, 1936. When the time arrived, the Grand Secretary was unable to 
make the trip at a period coinciding with the heavy work of his office incident to 
the end of the Masonic Year, but our Grand Lodge was represented by Grand 
Master Otto B. Roepke, who reported on his memorable visit in the annual address 
in December. 
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Temple Heights 
At the annual communication in 1934, the building plans for Temple Heights 

were abandoned. On the purchase of the site, a balance of $346,000. remained. 
The annual interest payments on loans and other financing was in excess of 
$20,000. for the current year, and it was reported that in interest alone $310,185. 
had been paid since the beginning of the project twelve years earlier. 

The indebtedness, interest and taxes on the site continued to be a heavy burden 
on Grand Lodge. In 1936, Grand Master Roepke recommended a definite de- 
cision on abandoning the project in its entirety and early sale of the property as 
soon as this could be arranged without undue sacrifice. This action was taken at 
the following May communication, and the Grand Master was authorized to ap- 
point a committee to negotiate the sale of the property. At a special communi- 
cation on August 1, 1940 Grand Lodge approved acceptance of an offer of 
$900,000. in cash, on which term a prospective purchaser had taken an option. 
However, it was to be another five years before the sale of this property was finally 
consummated. 

Grand Lodge Fidelity Medals 
In May 1937 Grand Lodge adopted a Resolution which read in part: 

That the Grand Lodge does hereby authorize the distribution among 
the Lodges of silver medals, to be known as "The Fidelity Medal," one 
to be presented by each Lodge to its member who has been longest a 
Master Mason, to be worn by him for life, and returned by his family 
after his death . . .  for similar presentation to the member of the Lodge 
then the longest a Master Mason. 

The cost of supplying these medals was borne by the Association of Worshipful 
Masters of 1937. The practice has continued to the present time, although with 
slight alteration in the procedure for selecting the recipient. 

Benjamin Franklin Lodge No. 50 
In special communication on May 19, 1937, the charter having been granted 

previously, Grand Lodge duly constituted Benjamin ~rankl in  Lodge No. 50, in 
the Masonic Temple, Grand Master Paul B. Cromelin presiding. 

Ceremonies at Constitution Hall 
To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution.of the 

United States, Grand Lodge was called into special communication on the evening 
of September 16, 1937, at which time the Grand Master also opened all of the 
subordinate lodges in Ample Form. The Grand Masters of Delaware, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, Virginia, 
New York and Rhode Island were present, and represented by other Grand Lodge 
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officers were South Carolina (D.G.M.), New Hampshire (S.G.W.) and North 
Carolina (P.G.M. and G.S.) The long Grand Lodge procession proceeded from 
the Masonic Temple to Constitution Hall, where the principal address was deliv- 
ered by U. S. Senator William E. Borah, broadcast from the hall over the N.B.C. 
network. 

Cathedral Services 

The U.S. Constitution anniversary was further observed on November 25, 1937 
when Grand Lodge was opened in the St. Joseph of Arimathaea Chapel in special 
communication, to attend services in the Washington Cathedral, the sermon deliv- 
ered by Brother and Rt. Rev. James E. Freeman, Bishop of Washington. 

Virginia Waivers of Jurisdiction 

Up to 1937 no waivers of jurisdiction were requested by our Grand Lodge for 
petitioners residing near the District but in Virginia. The regulations of the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia provided that no Lodge had jurisdiction over a petitioner until 
he had petitioned the Lodge and, consequently, could not waive jurisdiction; and 
our position was that a Lodge could not receive a petition from a resident outside 
of the District unless it was accompanied by a waiver. 

In 1937 this impass was broken by Grand Master C. Vernon Eddy of Virginia 
who ruled that although a Virginia Lodge could not do so under Grand Lodge 
law, the Grand Master in these circumstances could relinquish jurisdiction. He 
accordingly granted such a release in a particular case. The precedent, however, 
was short-lived and Virginia returned to the position that no waiver or release was 
possible under the Masonic law of that grand jurisdiction, even in cases of fathers 
and sons or other close relationship. 

Concurrent jurisdiction with suburban Maryland was subsequently replaced by 
waiver requirement, but over the years the Mother Grand Jurisdiction has been 
uniformly generous in the matter of granting waivers when approved by the near- 
est Maryland lodge. 

The jurisdictional question is particularly acute in the District of Columbia 
which consists of 69 square miles now entirely a metropolitan area with many 
suburban residents residing just across the boundaries in Virginia or Maryland. 
To a lesser degree it is a problem throughout the United States between neigh- 
boring grand jurisdictions. 

It may be pointed out that this is an American phenomena in Freemasonry. 
In most other countries an applicant has the privilege of petitioning any Lodge 
of his choice wherever located within the country. 



VISIT OF ENGLISH AND SCOTTISH BRETHREN, APRIL 9, 1937. LEFT TO RIGHT: E. C. W. I 
WALWALL, DEPUTY PROV. G.M.; SIR FRANCIS DAVIES, DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, ENGLAND; 

.PAUL B. CROMELIN, G.M.; LORD TRAPRAIN, SUBSTITUTE G.M., SCOTLAND; C. VERNON EDDY, 
?.M., Vmomm; T.%. WINNING, GRAND SECRETARY, SCOTLAND. SEE PAGE I 19. 

GRAND MASTER PAUL B. CROMELIN [RIGHT] INTRODUCING U. S. SENATOR WILLIAM E. BORAH TO 

THE CAPACITY AUDIENCE AT CONSTITUTION HALL, SEPTEMBER 16, 1937, AT THE GRAND LODGE'S 
OBSERVANCE OF THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

I- UNITED STATES. 

118 
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Visitors from England and Scotland 
Early in 1937 it was learned that deputations from the Grand Lodges of Eng- 

land and Scotland would be attending the Bi-centenary of the Grand Lodge of 
South Carolina in April, and would afterwards visit in the capital before returning 
home. Grand Master Cromelin, who was also present at the South Carolina ob- 
servance, personally invited these brethren to be our guests in Washington. They 
were: General Sir Francis Davies, Deputy Grand Master of the United Grand 
Lodge of England, and Brig. General E. C. W. D. Walthall, Past Senior Grand 
Deacon of that Grand Lodge and Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Derbyshire; 
Substitute Grand Master Lord Traprain of the Grand Lodge of Scotland and 
Grand Secretary T. C. Winning of that Grand Lodge. 

These brethren were met on their arrival, were received by Chief Justice Charles 
E. Hughes in the Supreme Court Chambers and by other prominent officials of the 
Government, escorted to various places of interest in the capital by their Grand 
Lodge hosts, entertained at a dinner in their honor at the Mayflower Hotel, after- 
wards joining the Grand Master in a visit to our Hope Lodge No. 20. On the 
following morning, as arranged by the Grand Lodge, our guests were received at 
The White House by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

In his annual address Grand Master Cromelin remarked 
Needless to say we were delighted to have this opportunity to enter- 

tain these distinguished brethren from the Mother Country and Scotland. 
True Masons and splendid gentlemen, it was a genuine pleasure to meet 
them and be in their company. Their visit served to strengthen the ties, 
already strong, that exist between our Grand Lodges and our Nations. 

Sojourners Lodge N.o. 51 
In. special communication, January 17, 1938, charter having been granted in 

December, Grand Lodge duly constituted sojourners Lodge No. 51, in the Ma- 
sonic Temple, Grand Master Leonard P. Steuart presiding. 

First "Night of Thrills" 
At the suggestion of the Grand Master, the Association of Worshipful Masters 

of 1938 enlarged the plans for the customary Field Day benefit for the Masonic 
and Eastern Star Home. The usual baseball game was given secondary place 
earlier in the evening, and the main feature was a performance of professional 
circus acts, the entire program being entitled "The Night of Thrills," and this 
name for the annual benefit has continued to the present time. In succeeding 
years the net proceeds increased to between $20,000. and more than $30,000. 
each year. These large amounts for the Home were made possible not only by 
the intensive effort and enthusiasm of succeeding Masters Associations, and As- 
sociations of Matrons and Patrons O.E.S., but also by Brother Clark Griffith's 
continued donation of the free use of Griffith Stadium. 
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u NUSUAL for a May communication, when there are seldom visitors, Grand 
Lodge was honored in 1941 by the presence of the Grand Masters of Dela- 

ware, Maryland and Missouri, each of whom were invited to address the brethren. 
The Grand Master of Missouri was then U. S. Senator Harry S. Truman, a few 
years hence to be President of the United States. 

Making Masons at Sight 
General George C .  Marshall, Chief of Staff 

Jesse H .  Jones, Secretary of  Commerce 
The attack upon Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, marked the formal entrance 

of the United States into World War 11. With the immediate mobilization of the 
military, and with the conversion of the nation's economy to a war-time status, 
perhaps no officers of the Government were more burdened at this crucial time 
than General George C. Marshall, the Chief of Staff, and the Secretary of Com- 
merce, Jesse H. Jones. Yet nine days after Pearl Harbor both personally appeared 
in an- Occasional Lodge, December 16, 1941 at 6:30 P.M., in the Scottish Rite 
Temple, called by Grand Master Ara M. Daniels for the purpose of making Ma- 
sons at Sight. As had been previously arranged, each of the three Degrees was 
conferred in turn upon these distinguished candidates in the presence of a Masonic 
assembly of more than five hundred Masons. Apart from the impressiveness with 
which the Degrees were conferred, all present were under the dramatic influence of 
this fateful hour in their country's history. The minutes of this memorable occa- 
sion, with the names of those present, may be found in the Grand Lodge Proceed- 
ings of 1941, pages 28-38. 

Reenactment of D.  C .  Cornerstone Ceremony 
Earlier in this history we set forth the record of the laying of the cornerstone 

of the boundaries of the Federal District in 1791, by Alexandria Lodge No. 22, 
Alexandria, Virginia [now Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 221. This cere- 
mony was reenacted by the Lodge on the 150th anniversary in April 1941, at 
which time the Grand Master of the District of Columbia participated by invita- 
tion and delivered the principal address. 

Masonic Grand Visitation Banquet 
Preceding the series of annual Grand Visitations, the "First Annual Masonic 

Grand Visitation Banquet" was held at the Willard Hotel on September 29, 1941, 
with more than 600 Masons in attendance. The banquet was addressed on "Free- 
masonry and Our Country" by U. S. Senator Chan Gurney of South Dakota, and 
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a "Masonic Message" by U. S. Senator Harold H. Burton of Ohio, later Associate 
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Intended to be an annual occasion thereafter, the practice was not continued 
because for the next several years war-time conditions made such gatherings im- 
practicable. 

World War 11 
The Masonic Fraternity in the District of Columbia, as elsewhere, between 1941 

and 1945 entered upon a war-time experience longer and more difficult but in 
many ways similar to the years 1917 and 19 18. However, it had profited from 
earlier lessons. A majority of the Grand Lodges, including our own, worked 
through The Masonic Service Association with the various agencies of govern- 
ment. The Association established many "Masonic Service Centers" near military 
installations in all parts of the United States. The banquet floor of our Masonic 
Temple was turned over to provide one of these centers. 

Early in 1942 the Grand Master, by edict later approved by Grand Lodge, 
established the District of Columbia Masonic Welfare Fund to be used for war- 
time activities. While a nominal 25$ per capita assessment was levied, the princi- 
pal amount of the Fund was obtained by one dollar contributions from each mem- 
ber of the Fraternity not to be paid from lodge treasuries but by each member 
directly. Grand Masters Noble D. Larner ( 1942), Carl H. Claudy ( 1943), Aubrey 
R. Marrs (1944), and Paul R. Mattix (1945) dealt ably with many unusual 
problems incident to war-time conditions and the absence of many officers and 
members who were in the armed forces. 

Blood Donor Program 
Immediately on assuming office at the end of 1942, incoming Grand Master 

Carl H. Claudy appointed a Special Committee on Blood Donors, naming Deputy 
Grand Master Aubrey R. Marrs as the General Chairman. Chairmen were ap- 
pointed in each lodge. A total quota of 1000 pint donations, apportioned among 
the lodges according to membership, was the goal set for the first year of this 
program, 1943. At the end of the year 1,414 donations had been made by mem- 
bers of lodges, and 159 donations from the immediate families of Masons not 
members of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

With this auspicious beginning, the performance of the Masonic Fraternity in 
this emergency war need was outstanding. After the end of the war, the program 
was continued in cooperation with the American Red Cross and is still a Grand 
Lodge undertaking at the present time. Very little publicity has been given to 
this Masonic project which, in length of time and total donations, far exceeds 
similar undertakings by other local groups and organizations-a contribution to the 
welfare of the community in general, far beyond the boundaries of Masonry itself. 
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Grand Lodge Distinguished Service Medal 
In December 1942 Grand Lodge adopted the recommendations of a special 

committee, providing for a Grand Lodge Award, in these terms: 
The medal shall be designated as the Distinguished Service Medal of 

the Grand Lodge, F.A.A.M., of the District of Columbia. 
Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be awarded at the annual com- 

munication of the Grand Lodge and only on the three-fourths vote of the 
members of the Grand Lodge then present, said vote to be by secret bal- 
lot. The presentation of the medal shall be made at such time as the 
Grand Master may determine. 

Except as hereinafter provided, no award of the medal shall be made 
except upon the recommendation of the Committee on Grand Lodge 
Awards, provided for by Section 45 of the Grand Lodge Constitution, 
which recommendation shall contain a suitable citation or citations of the 
grounds upon which the recommendation or recommendations for the 
award of the medal are based. 

In general, the basis of an award of the medal shall be distinguished 
service to Freemasonry over a period of years, not necessarily in an offi- 
cial capacity, and the mere attainment of high office in the Fraternity 
shall not in itself constitute sufficient basis to warrant the award of the 
medal, nor shall a long period of Masonic membership alone be so re- 
garded 

Not more than one Distinguished Service Medal shall be awarded in 
any one year, provided, that at the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge 
in 1942, the Grand Master may award three medals, with appropriate 
citations, and provided further, that in 1943 two medals may be awarded 
on recommendation of the Committee on Awards. After the first awards 
have been made, it is fraternally suggested, in the full knowledge that 
the compliance herewith is wholly discretionary with the Grand Master, 
that the Committee on Awards be composed of the three senior holders 
of the medal and two other members of Grand Lodge. 

A complete list of the recipients of the Grand Lodge Distinguished Service 
Medal appears elsewhere in this history. [Page 1731 

Masonic Education and Service Committee 
For the guidance of the subordinate lodges, Grand Lodge issued in 1932 a 

thirty-nine page pamphlet, Lodge System of Masonic Education, prepared by the 
Committee on Masonic Educaion and Service and approved by the Grand Master. 
It provided a progression of Masonic information which might be imparted to 
candidates and brethren in four separate meetings. Used very successfully for a 
number of years, it was neglected for a time. In 1960 the publication, with slight 
revision, was revived by the committee and copies again distributed to the lodges 
for their guidance. 

In 1943 the committee recommended and Grand Lodge approved the distribution 
to lodges of Carl H. Claudy's Introduction to  Freemasonry, three small volumes, 
one for each Degree, given to each candidate at the appropriate times. 
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Emergent Lodge No. 0 
In his 1944 annual address the Grand Master reported: 

After careful consideration, I granted a dispensation for holding an 
Occasional Lodge, under the direction of the Grand Lecturer, for the 
purpose of conferring degrees in emergencies which could not be met in 
any other way. Instead of granting a dispensation in each case, the dis- 
pensation was continuing and it was of decided help in many instances. 

The dispensation, issued May 24, 1944, identified this Occasional Lodge as 
Emergent Lodge No. 0, Free and Accepted Masons. 

In the grand jurisdiction of the District of Columbia a Warden may have re- 
ceived the Past Master Degree in a regularly constituted Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. If he has not received the degree in a Chapter, the Past Master Degree 
is conferred on him as a requirement for installation as a Worshipful Master, by 
Emergent Lodge No. 0 opened in that degree. 

Sale of Temple Heights 
After 1940 a number of prospective purchasers of the Temple Heights property 

had taken options and were obliged to forfeit largely because war-time conditions 
prevented them from proceeding with their plans to acquire and develop the site. 
At the annual communication of Grand Lodge in 1945, the Special Committee on 
the Sale of Temple Heights reported that sale had been consummated for a net 
amount of $900,000. after the payment of taxes. 

In the following year the Grand Master recommended 
It is evident that the Grand Lodge will not recover the full amount 

of its advancement and assessments, and I recommend that this fund be 
continued intact until a suitable site for a new Masonic Temple, or suit- 
able remodeling of our present Temple, may be effected. 

At a Special Communication on September 29, 1947, a Special Committee on 
the disposition of the proceeds from sale of the Temple Heights Property presented 
an exhaustive report on the legal and equitable title to the sale proceeds, recom- 
mending that the fund be held as a Grand Lodge asset for the most urgent needs 
of the Grand Lodge. The "findings of fact and conclusions" of the committee 
were adopted by Grand Lodge without a dissenting vote. 

Modernization of the Masonic Temple 
Under the direction of the board, and under the personal supervision of 

Past Grand Master Noble D. Larner, of the Masonic Temple Association, and 
authorized by Grand Lodge, extensive modernization and remodeling of the 
Masonic Temple was undertaken in 1948 at an estimated cost of $300,000. These 
included a new Lodge Room on the second floor, new elevators, repainting and 
decoration, as well as numerous structural changes some of which were mandatory 
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by recent District of Columbia law. Replacement of portions of the building's 
heating system added $25,000 to the cost as previously estimated. The final cost 
at completion of the work was $21,000. less than the authorized estimates. 

Masonic and Eastern Star Home 
In 1946 the per capita assessment for support of the Masonic and Eastern Star 

Home was fixed at $1.50 per member. As has already been noted, the proceeds 
from the annual "Night of Thrills" benefit, marked in earlier years for the Home's 
Endowment Fund, was now turned over to the Home to be used at the discretion 
of its Board of Directors and could be used for special projects or for current op- 
erational expenses. 

Fort Dupont Lodge No. 52 
In special communication on June 26, 1947, charter having been granted at the 

May communication, Grand Lodge duly constituted Fort Dupont Lodge No. 52, 
Grand Master Marvin Farrington presiding. To the present time no later lodge has 
been chartered within the District of Columbia. 

Preservation of Charters 
At the May communication in 1947 a Special Committee on the Preservation of 

Lodge Charters reported that all photoduplication had been completed, that micro- 
film for the files of the Grand Lodge would be obtained within a few days, and that 
copies of all Charters had been deposited in The Library of Congress. The lodges 
themselves were encouraged to put copies of their charters in some safe depository 
outside of the lodge. 

Lodge Visited by President Harry S .  Truman 
Grand Master Marvin Farrington was present in our Hiram Lodge No. 10 on 

the evening of November 6, 1947, at which time that Lodge had the privilege of 
receiving a visit from the President of the United States, M. W. Bro. Harry S. 
Truman, a Past Grand Master of Masons in the State of Missouri. The President 
was accompanied by his Military Aide, Brother and Major General Harry 
H. Vaughn, a member of Tuscan Lodge No. 360, St. Louis, Missouri. The Presi- 
dent remained throughout the conferring of the Master Mason Degree on three 
Fellowcrafts, two of whom were receiving the degree as a courtesy to their respec- 
tive lodges in Missouri. Brothers Wallace Harry Graham of Country Club Lodge 
No. 656, Kansas City, and Thomas J. Burns of Twilight Lodge No. 114 of Colum- 
bia, were personally raised by Brother Truman in turn, and the Lodge minutes 
record that the President "proved himself an excellent and well-informed ritualist." 
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Cathedral Service 
Grand Lodge was called in special communication on June 26, 1949 to attend 

religious services at the Washington Cathedral. The lengthy procession, led by 
Brother and Vice Admiral Harry G. Hamlet, U.S.C.G., marched to the outdoor 
site adjacent to the Cathedral. The Grand Lodge, as well as all constituent lodges, 
were opened by the Grand Master in ample Form in Satterlee Hall on the Cathedral 
grounds. 

All Masonic Night 
During 1949 an "All Masonic Night" was held at Constitution Hall, attended by 

representatives of all Masonic Bodies in the District of Columbia, filling the hall to 
capacity. Although the Grand Master and Officers of the Grand Lodge were in 
attendance, no special communication was called for this event. The speaker 
of the occasion was Brother Galloway Calhoun, then Imperial Potentate of the 
A.A.O.N.M.S. 

Dedication o f  the Home Infirmary 
With a new building being erected for the children at the Masonic and Eastern 

Star Home, the former Children's Building was remodeled as an Infirmary for Home 
guests requiring special care, and, as such, the building was Dedicated in Masonic 
ceremony by the Grand Lodge in special communication on September 30, 1950, 
Grand Master Marvin Fowler presiding. 

Grand Master Visits California 
In the second week of October 1950 our Grand Master was present at the Cen- 

tennial Meeting of the Grand Lodge of California, at which 30 grand jurisdictions 
were represented. Having chartered California Lodge No. 13, one of the lodges 
which organized the Grand Lodge of California, our Grand Lodge had a particular 
interest in this centennial occasion. The Officers and Past Masters of California 
Lodge, now No. 1, entertained Grand Master Fowler at dinner during his stay in 
San Francisco. Our Grand Master's address during the centennial is printed in the 
California Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1950. 

Death o f  the Grand Chaplain and the Grand Marshal 
The Fraternity in the District of Columbia was profoundly saddened by the death 

on September 17, 1950 of Rev. Bro. John C. Palmer, our Grand Chaplain for 
more than 30 years, followed three days later on September 20th by the death of 
W. Bro. L., Whiting Estes, the Grand Marshal. In their respective offices these 
brethren had made a deep impression upon the Craft, both having been active in 
numerous Masonic undertakings over a period of many years. Memorial pages for 
each were ordered to be prepared and included in the Grand Lodge Proceedings. 
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Death of Brother Leslie Coffelt 

On November 1, 1950, Brother Leslie Coffelt, one of the special White House 
police guard, was mortally wounded by two assassins who attempted to force their 
way into Blair House, temporary residence of President Truman. Brother Coffelt 
was buried with military honors in Arlington National Cemetery on November 4th, 
the Masonic graveside service being performed by Worshipful Master Ray L. 
Willingham in the presence of President and Mrs. Truman and many others who 
joined in the final tribute. President Truman sent the following message to 
Brother Coffelt's lodge : 

I want to thank the entire membership of Potomac Lodge No. 5, 
F.A.A.M., for your kind expression of gratitude for my personal safety. 
My deepest concern is that Officer Leslie Coffelt, a member of your 
lodge, made the supreme sacrifice and two other valiant White House 
guards were badly wounded in my defense. 

We all grieve the loss of Brother Coffelt, a brave and heroic man, but 
we have reason to be proud of him and take pride in his devotion to duty. 

Death of  a Grand Master 

NOTHER instance of the death of a Grand Master of this jurisdiction, while A serving in office, occurred on June 12, 1951 with the passing of M. W. Brother 
David S. Davison. Masonic funeral services were conducted by the Grand Lodge 
and a memorial tribute included in the published Proceedings of that year. While 
the death of a beloved Brother is a saddening experience for the Fraternity at any 
time, the membership experiences a sense of shock and deep loss whenever this 
occurs in the meridian time of the Brother's Masonic service. 

Dedication of  the Children's Cottage at the Home 

For some time past only a few orphan children have been admitted to the Ma- 
sonic and Eastern Star Home, in contrast with the larger number in earlier years. 
As previously mentioned, the building which had served as the Children's dormi- 
tory was converted to an Infirmary for the benefit of older guests. A new building 
was erected for the children. While referred to as the "Children's Cottage" it was 
in actuality a good-sized private residence, where a number of children could live 
in a far more normal and home-like atmosphere. Constructed of brick, it is a mod- 
em home in every respect. 

In special communication on September 22, 1951 the Children's Cottage on the 
Home grounds was dedicated by Grand Lodge, Grand Master Renah F. Camalier 
presiding. See picture, page 130. \ 
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Raymond N .  Babcock Appointed Grand Secretary 
Brother Aubrey H. Clayton having retired as Grand Secretary because of ill 

health, Grand Lodge at the St. John's Day Communication in 1951 elected Past 
Grand Master Otto B. Roepke to succeed him. M. W. Brother Roepke accepted 
the election tentatively but felt impelled to relinquish the office by resignation on 
the following January 4th. The Grand Master appointed Brother Raymond N. 
Babcock as the R. W. Grand Secretary, as of January 7th. R. W. Brother Babcock 
was duly elected to the office at the annual election in 1952 and has been reelected 
each year since that time. 

The White House Stones 
In the Autumn of 1952 our Grand Master received the following letter from the 

President of the United States, M. W. Brother Harry S. Truman, a Past Grand 
Master of Missouri: 

In rebuilding The White House, a number of stones, with Masonic sym- 
bols carved upon them, apparently the signatures of members of the Craft 
who wished to associate their Freemasonry with the construction of the 
building, were discovered. 

These stones, I believe, should be preserved in the archives of the 
Grand Lodges of the Nation. 

As the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia is Masonically su- 
preme in the Capital of the United States, I hope it will undertake the 
distribution of these precious ashlars which so intimately link Free- 
masonry with our Government. 

It will please me if you will, personally, or by a representative of your 
Grand Lodge, present these stones, one to each of the Nation's Grand 
Lodges. 

The generous offer of the President was laid before Grand Lodge at its annual 
communication, and Grand Master Camalier was authorized to appoint a commis- 
sion to receive and handle the details of distributing one of these marked stones to 
each Grand Lodge in the United States. The presentations were all made in per- 
son by our Grand Master or by an Officer, Past Officer, or other brother repre- 
senting him. With each stone presented there was a personal letter from President 
Truman, addressed to the respective Grand Lodge, framed in wood also from 
The White House, removed during its reconstruction. 

The stones in question were from the original foundation of The White House, 
laid in 1792. Construction of what was then called "The President's House" had 
been under the personal supervision of the architect who designed the mansion, 
James Hoban, who has already been mentioned as the charter Worshipful Master 
of the first lodge in the City of Washington. Other stone masons working on the 
mansion had placed their own individual "Mark" upon stones representing their 
work, following a custom of the Operative Craft in medieval times. Although all 
of these individual marks may not be familiar to the Speculative Craft today, 
there is no question of their association with Freemasonry from the operative days. 



Upper: THE WHITE HOUSE OR 'THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE'' AS FIRST COMPLETED, 
FROM A LONDON PRINT; 1807. 

Lower: ONE OF THE STONES TAKEN FROM THE ORIGINAL FOUNDATION. 

THE "MASON MARK" IS DISCERNIBLE AT THE LEFT SIDE, CENTER. 



f h ~ N n  MAWFS RENAH F. CAMALIER PRESIDING AT THE GRAND LODGE CEREMONIES DEDICATING THE "CHILDREN'S 
COTTAGE" AT THE MASONIC AND EASTERN STAR HOME, SEPTEMBER 22, 1951. 
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The Night of Thrills, 1952 
At the May communication in 1953, W. Bro. Arthur Zinnamon, general chair- 

man of The Night of Thrills benefit in 1952, reported that net receipts of $40,369. 
had been transmitted through the Grand'Lodge to the Masonic and Eastern Star 
Home. This was the largest amount of net proceeds ever realized from the annual 
benefit since its inception, and has not been matched since. 

Death of the Grand Master 
On June 19, 1953, only two years after the death of Grand Master Davison, 

Grand Lodge was again confronted by the death of a Grand Master in office. 
Grand Master Roy D. Borden died on June 19, 1953 after a brief illness. Grand 
Lodge conducted Masonic funeral services and memorial tribute to him was in- 
cluded in the Proceedings of that year. As in earlier instances, the Deputy Grand 
Master assumed the office of Grand Master for the remainder of the term. 

Masonic Burial and Funeral Service 
At the annual communication in 1953, Grand Lodge received and adopted a 

special committee's proposed revision of the Masonic burial and funeral service for 
the District of Columbia. As revised, three services were provided: (a) Graveside 
Burial Service; (b) Services to be followed by cremation; and (c) Services to be 
performed at the home, undertaking establishment, or elsewhere, in instances 
where the graveside service is not requested by the family. 

The rules and regulations governing these services were amended in 1960 to 
provide an optional emergent opening and closing of a Lodge at communications 
called for burial or funeral services. 

Trial Code 
In 1954 Grand Lodge adopted a comprehensive revision of the Trial Code, as 

prepared by W. Bro. Milton D. Korman, recommended by the Grievance Commit- 
tee in May and acted upon at the annual communication. It was ordered to be 
printed as a separate publication and appended to the last edition of the D. C. 
Masonic Code. 

Retirement Plan 
In 1954 Grand Lodge adopted a standard retirement plan for all Grand Lodge 

employees (Officers of the Grand Lodge excluded) no part of the cost to be borne 
by the employee. The plan is restricted to employees with a minimum of ten years 
service having reached the age of 65, the retirement compensation being 1% of 
the average salary of the preceding five years, multiplied by the total number of 
years of service. 
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Maryland Lodge Meets in District o f  Columbia 
In 1954 we had the opportunity of rendering a service to one of the nearby 

lodges in the grand jurisdiction of Maryland. Cornerstone Lodge No. 224, then 
a young lodge planning to build its own Temple, was required to vacate its tem- 
porary meeting place. It experienced difficulty in finding an appropriate meeting 
place in the Maryland portion of the area near Takoma Park. At the request of 
the Grand Master of Maryland, our Grand Master was pleased to grant Corner- 
stone Lodge permission to meet in the lodge room of our Takoma Lodge No. 29 
in the District of Columbia. Although the dispensation was limited to a year, it 
was renewed by several succeeding Grand Masters until Cornerstone Lodge ac- 
quired its own home. 

Grand Master's Visitations to the Sick 
Sundays throughout the year 1955 were set aside by Grand Master Gregor 

Macpherson for the purpose of visiting sick and shut-in brethren. He was accom- 
panied on most of these visits by the Worshipful Master of each brother's lodge. 
In reporting on this program in his annual address, the Grand Master stated he 
had revived a custom initiated by the Grand Master .in 1932, and that the ex- 
perience had been a most rewarding one. 

Fund Raising Activities 
After having been previously considered and the language slightly revised, Grand 

Lodge adopted the following amendment to the Masonic Code in May, 1956: 
No individual Mason or organization predicating its membership on 

Masonic affiliation, intending to conduct fund-raising activities, in the 
name of or for the benefit of Freemasonry, shall enter into such activities 
or sign contracts covering such programs until they have been submitted, 
through the office of the Grand Secretary, to and received approval from 
Grand Lodge or the Grand Master. 

Father Installs Son 
At the annual installation of Grand Lodge Officers on St. John's Day, 1956, 

the Installing Officer invited Past Grand Master Reuben A. Bogley, Sr. to install 
his son, Brother Reuben A. Bogley, Jr., as R. W. Senior Grand Warden. 

Bicentennial o f  the Grand Lodge of The Netherlands 
In early March, 1957, our Grand Lodge was represented at the 200th anni- 

versary of the Grand Lodge of The Netherlands at The Hague, by W. Bro. Ed- 
ward B. Harry, Grand Representative of that Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia. At the May communication Brother Harry submitted 
a full report of his mission to The Netherlands. 
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Death of Past Grand Master Claudy 

Past Grand Master Carl H. Claudy died at Washington, D. C. on May 27, 
1957. By his published writings, and his work of many years as Executive Sec- 
retary of The Masonic Service Association, he was well known throughout the 
United States and abroad. In the absence of the Grand Master, who was enroute 
to attend the centennial of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, Masonic funeral serv- 
ices were conducted by the Deputy Grand Master. Grand Lodge received mes- 
sages of condolence from all parts of the country, and from European Masons 
who had a grateful remembrance of his services through the Association in war- 
time. 

Following his death, the Grand Lodge was informed that Brother Claudy had 
left his large and in many respects unique collection of Masonic books, documents, 
prints, jewels, and other mementoes to his Grand Lodge. The collection was grate- 
fully accepted and forms a part of the Grand Lodge's Museum display in the 
Masonic Temple. 

Services at the Washington Cathedral 
In observance of the 240th anniversary of the constitution of The Grand Lodge 

of England in June 1717, Grand Lodge was called into special communication on 
June 23rd to attend a Service of Thanksgiving at the Washington Cathedral. Mem- 
bers of Grand Lodge, including all Masters and Wardens, attired in their Masonic 
clothing and jewels of office, formed part of the processional and filled all of the 
seats in the space reserved for them. They entered the Nave, already filled to 
capacity with Master Masons, their families and friends, and invited guests from 
the Federal and District of Columbia governments. A choir of more than 200 
participated with the Cathedral clergy in the services, the sermon being delivered 
by Brother and Rev. Edward Gardiner Latch, Grand Chaplain. 

Upon learning of the service, Grand Secretary Sydney A. White of the United 
Grand Lodge of England sent the following message to the Grand Master: 

It is a very moving thought that the cardinal dates in the history of the 
Mother Grand Lodge are remembered with interest and, may I say, affec- 
tion by those whose Masonry derives from it. 

Messages of appreciation and greeting were also received from President and Mrs. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and others. 

The Grand Lodge was honored on this occasion by the presence of M.W.Bro. 
Charles H. Cover, Grand Master of Masons in Maryland, accompanied by his 
Grand Lodge Officers. The Grand Master of Virginia was represented by Past 
Grand Master John Stewart. The full program of the Service and Order of Pro- 
cession are printed in the Proceedings of 1957. 



SCENE IN THE WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL, JUNE 23, 1957, WHEN THE GRAND LODGE ATTENDED SERVICES COMMEMORATING THE 240111 
ANNNERSARY OF  THE CONSTITUTION OF  THE MOTHER GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND. O F F I C m S  OF  THE GRAND LODGE OF THE DISTRICT 
OP COLUMBIA ARE SEATED AT THE PRONT LEFT, AND THOSE OF  THE GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND ON THE RIGKT. BEHIND THEM WERE 

me MASTERS AND WARDENS OF THE CONSTITUENT LODGES, CLOTHED IN THEIR APRONS AND JEWELS. REMAINING SEATS WERE OCCUPIED 

av MIWFR MAMNI. THEIR FAMILIES AND PRIENDS. 
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Masonic Temple Auditorium 

The present Masonic Temple was originally designed to be used exclusively for 
Masonic purposes, but so heavy was the financial burden of its maintenance that 
almost from the first year of occupancy portions of the building were leased to 
others. We have already mentioned that for a number of years the entire top floor 
was leased to the George Washington University Law School. 

In the beginning the Auditorium, which occupies most of the ground floor, was 
used primarily by Grand Lodge, subordinate Lodges, and other Masonic Bodies 
for special occasions and for meetings at which an unusually large attendance was 
anticipated. Since this use was merely occasional, the Auditorium was available 
to other renters, and from time to time different Masonic bodies sponsored the 
showing of motion pictures to which the public was admitted. 

The income from the Auditorium under these circumstances was obviously 
uncertain. To provide a reasonably certain and much needed income, the Masonic 
Temple Association, with the consent of the Grand Lodge, entered into a long- 
term lease of the Auditorium to a commercial motion picture exhibitor. The ex- 
perience over the years thereafter was not without its unsatisfactory aspects. With 
the lease again expiring in 1956, the Association and the Grand Lodge had by 
then determined not to renew the lease. 

In August 1956 a special communication was called by Grand Master Samuel 
W. McIntosh at which time statements of the Masonic Temple Association and 
of the Grand Lodge Trustees were presented, and a factual analysis of the situa- 
tion given by the Grand Master. The principal issue at this point was whether 
or not the Association had consent of Grand Lodge to negotiate a new long-term 
lease with another tenant, or whether it was the intention of Grand Lodge to re- 
claim use of the Auditorium for Masonic purposes. As a result the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

That the authority heretofore granted to the Masonic Temple Asso- 
ciation by the Grand Lodge to enter into negotiations and conclude a 
long term lease, if found necessary, covering the Auditorium in the Ma- 
sonic Temple, be reaffirmed, such lease to have the approval of the 
Trustees of the Grand Lodge, and to be presented to the Grand Lodge 
for information. 

Fourteen months later the situation had reached another stage. No suitable 
tenant having been found during this time, the Masonic Temple Association for 
more than a year had been without any income from the Auditorium and was 
therefore finding i t  necessary to call upon the Grand Lodge to provide funds to 
complete payment of taxes and operating expenses. Since the reserve funds of 
Grand Lodge were not unlimited, an assessment for this purpose appeared in- 
evitable. In advance of a special communication called on November 29, 1957, 
the Grand Master received detailed reports from the Masonic Temple Association, 
the Grand Lodge Committee on Accounts, and the Grand Lodge Trustees, and 
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had these reports printed and distributed to the entire voting membership of Grand 
Lodge for their information. A per capita assessment of $1. was voted by Grand 
Lodge to meet this emergent situation. 

Late in the following year a long-term lease was negotiated with another motion 
picture exhibitor on terms not only advantageous to the situation, but also with 
provisions obviating the unsatisfactory conditions experienced with the previous 
tenant. To make the Auditorium acceptable for the new tenant extensive repairs 
and remodeling were required. Grand Lodge approved the new lease, and author- 
ized the loan from Grand Lodge funds to the Masonic Temple Association the 
substantial amounts required for renovation. The expenditure of these additional 
funds, by the Grand Lodge from its reserves, thereby prolonged the need for a 
continuing assessment until these loans from the reserve funds have been replaced 
and the Masonic Temple Association has drawn sufficient income from the lease 
to end its need to call upon Grand Lodge assistance. 

Death of  Admiral Richard E.  Byrd 

Brother and Admiral Richard E. Byrd died at Boston on March 11, 1957 and 
a few days later was buried with high military honors in Arlington National Ceme- 
tery. He had been a Mason for more than 35 years, having received the degrees 
in our Federal Lodge No. 1 in 1921.' The Grand Master represented Grand Lodge 
and Federal Lodge at the Arlington services in Fort Myer Chapel, and thereafter 
received from Admiral Byrd's brother, U. S. Senator Harry F. Byrd, a message 
which read in part: 

I thank you with all my heart for your kind words about my brother, 
Dick. He was very proud of being a Mason, just as I am. This is the 
greatest organization of its kind that the world has ever known. The 
Masonic influence has been extremely important and beneficial for so 
many years. At a time of great sorrow, it is always comforting to re- 
ceive the sympathy of friends. The family joins me in sending grateful 
thanks. 

Grand Lodge Oficers Confer Degree 

On July 25, 1957 the Grand Master and Officers of the Grand Lodge assumed 
the stations and places in George C. Whiting Lodge No. 22 and conferred the 
Master Mason Degree upon Brother Reuben A. Bogley 111, son of the Senior 
Grand Warden and grandson of Past Grand Master Bogley, both of whom were 
present and participating.' 

' Admiral Byrd affiliated with Kane Lodge No. 454, New York City, on September 18, 1928. 
' A similar instance occurred on April 1 ,  1943, when Grand Master Claudy and Officers of 

the Grand Lodge visited LaFayette Lodge No. 19 and raised Brother Charles D. Larner, son of 
the immediate Past Grand Master, as a courtesy to Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22 of 
Virginia. 



A VIEW OF THE AUDITORIUM IN THE MASONIC TEMPLE AT THE TIME WHEN IT WAS USED EXCLUSNELY BY THE FRATERNITY. 
- H I S  PICTURE SHOWS THE HALL AS IT. WAS DECORATED FOR LEBANON LODGE'S OBSERVANCE OF ITS CENTENNIAL IN 19 11. m 



AT THE GRAND MASTER'S LUNCHEON, ARMY AND NAVY CLUB, IN HONOR OF THE VISIT OF LORD SCARBROUGH, GRAND MASTER OF THE 

UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND, OCTOBER 6, 1958: PAST GRAND MASTER RENAH F. CAMAI-IER, GRAND SECRETARY RAYMOND N. 
BABCOCK, LORD SCARBROUGH, PAST GRAND MASTER WILLIAM E. SCHOOLEY, GRAND MASTER WILLIAM H. ROHRMAN, 

AND JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN RALPH M. WOLFE. 
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Northeast Conference 
Representation from our grand jurisdiction in the second Northeast Conference 

on Masonic Libraries and hducation, at New York City, sponsored by the Grand 
Lodge of New York, was authorized by the Grand Master. A representative from 
our Committee on Masonic Education and Service attended the conference on 
May 10th and l l th,  1957. Grand Lodge confirmed the participation at the 
following annual communication, at the same time authorizing participation in 
future meetings of this Conference at the discretion of the Grand Master. The 
conference is held annually as a forum for the exchange of information and ideas 
on work being done by Masonic libraries and education committees'in the grand 
jurisdictions of the northeastern States. 

Grand Masters Conference 
At the February 1958 meeting of the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons 

in North America, Past Grand Master Thomas S. Roy of Massachusetts resigned 
the office of Executive Secretary of the conference. Our grand jurisdiction was 
highly honored in the selection of Past Grand Master Samuel W. McIntosh to 
this important office, and by his reelection at each conference since that time. 

W .  Bro. Horace S. Naylor Honored 
The Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officers and Past Grand Masters, Masters 

and Secretaries of constituent Lodges, and many other brethren visited Pentalpha 
Lodge No. 23 on the evening of March 3, 1958 to attend a program honoring 
W. Bro. Horace S. Naylor, retiring as Assistant to the Grand Secretary after more 
than 45 years service in the Grand Secretary's office, a memorable evening in the 
history of this Grand Jurisdiction. 

Luncheon in Honor of Lord Scarbrough 
On October 6, 1958 Grand Master ~ i l l i a m  H. Rohrman gave a luncheon at 

the Army and Navy Club entertaining Right Honourable, the Earl of Scarbrough, 
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, who was in the capital for 
that day only, enroute to London. In addition to the Officers and Past Grand 
Masters of Grand Lodge, invited guests included the Grand Masters of Maryland 
and Virginia, presiding officers of other Grand Bodies of Masonry in this jurisdic- 
tion; Sir Harold Caccia, British Ambassador; Hon. M. A. Robertson, Ambassador 
of Canada; and Hon. Wiley T. Buchanan, Jr., Chief of Protocol, U. S. Department 
of State. 

Cornerstone o f  New East Front, U. S. Capitol 

We have already related in this history the laying of the first cornerstone of the 
United States Capitol building in 1793, and the cornerstone ceremonies for the 
Extension of the Capitol in 1851. Following the same tradition, invitation was 
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extended to the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia to lay the cornerstone 
of the new East Front of the Capitol and the ceremony, conducted by Grand Mas- 
ter Reuben A. Bogley, Jr., took place before a large assembly in the Capitol plaza 
on July 4, 1959. The occasion in every detail, including the address by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and the full cornerstone ceremony, appears in the Con- 
gressional Record of July 13, 1959, pages A5980-5985. 

Death of Past Grand Master Baldwin 
It is difficult to reduce to a few words the deep affection of this grand jurisdic- 

tion for its Past Grand Master Charles E. Baldwin, Grand Treasurer Emeritus, 
who died on July 27, 1958 at the age of 94 years. He had been continuously 
active in Freemasonry, and especially in the Grand Lodge, during all the 64 years 
he was a Mason. He was present at the May communication of Grand Lodge 
immediately preceding his death. 

Assistant Grand Chaplain 
By amendment to the Masonic Code in 1959, Grand Lodge created the ap- 

pointive office of Assistant Grand Chaplain. The nature of this office is sufficiently 
indicated by its title. 

Masonic Foundation of the District of Columbia 
Certainly one of the most important acts of Grand Lodge in recent times was 

its creation, at a special communication on March 31, 1960, of The Masonic 
Foundation of  the District of Columbia by approval of its Certificate of Incorpo- 
ration and its By-laws. Established to receive funds for the charitable activities 
of Grand Lodge, the principal recipient of grants to the present time has been our 
Masonic and Eastcrn Star Home. As the resources of the Foundation increase, 
its contributions to Masonic welfare in this grand jurisdiction should be of the 
greatest importance, relieving in a substantial degree the present assessment bur- 
dens upon our lodges for charitable and benevolent undertakings. It is also in- 
tended that the incorporated Foundation assume sponsorship of the charitable 
fund-raising activities of the Grand Lodge. 

Grand Lodge Dress 

For as long in the past as any living member recalls, the formal attire of Grand 
Lodge Officers has been full dress, white tie, gold jewel of office, and an unadorned 
white lambskin apron. This contrasts sharply with the often very elaborate regalia 
worn by Grand Lodge Officers and Past Grand Masters in other grand jurisdictions 
here and abroad. Past Grand Masters of our jurisdiction also use only the 
unadorned white lambskin apron. 



THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL, 1. GEORGE STEWART, GRAND MASTERS OF THE DISTRICT OF 
: COLUMBIA, MARYLAND, DELAWARE, AND VIRGINIA, OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE, SENATOR 

EVERETT M. DIRKSEN, AND OTHERS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MASONIC CEREMONIES LAYING 

THE CORNERSTONE OF  THE NEW EAST CENTRAL FRONT OF THE U. S. CAPITOL, JULY 4, 19.59. 

NlOR GRAND WARDEN EDWARD H. CANN OF VIRGINIA WTTH THE HOLY BmLE U S W  BY 
DROE WASHINGTON WHEN HE ASSUMED HIS MASONIC OBLIGATIONS IN FREDERICKSBURO LODGE; 

WORSHIPFUL MASTER FRANCIS W. SPRINGER OF ST. JOHN'S LODGE NO. 1, NEW YORK, w m  
THE HOLY BIBLE OF THAT LODGE, ON WHICH GEORGE WASHINGTON TOOK HIS OATH OF  OFFICE 
$s THE FIRST PRESID~NT OF THE UNITED STATES; BROTHER AND U. S. SENATOR ALEXANDER 
WUEY, OF WISCONSIN, HOLDING ARCHITECT'S IMPLEMENTS USED DURING THE CEREMONIES. 



MASONIC OROUP AT THE HARDING MEMORIAL, MARION, OHIO, MAY 30, 1957, INCLUDING THE 
GRAND ~ S P E R S '  OF OHIO AND T H E . D ~ I C T  OF Qrumu, OFFICERS AND BRETHREN OF 

' MARION Lorn8 No. 70 [OHIO] AND WARREN G. -DING LOWE NO. 39 [D.C.] 
WITH THEiR LADIES. 

GRAND MASTER J. AUGUST JOHNSON, JR. OF THE DISTRICT Of COLUMBIA, LAYING A WREATH i r r  

PRESJDENT HARDING'S GRAVE, IN THE MEMORIAL AT MARION, MAY 30, 1960. 

142 
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The Lodges 
In the small and compact area of the District of Columbia, there is quite literally 

a personal and close association between the Grand Lodge and its subordinate 
lodges, between the Grand Master and his Worshipful Masters, and between the 
lodges themselves. Aside from the official series of Grand Visitations each Octo- 
ber and November, the Grand Master is a frequent visitor in the lodges and on 
lodge occasions, often accompanied by other Officers of Grand Lodge. 

With this intimate association, it is not easy to draw any line separating Grand 
Lodge and Lodge events. However, mention of many interesting occasions in our 
grand jurisdiction have been omitted in this work as being more exactly a part of 
a Lodge history than of Grand Lodge, even though the Grand Master or Grand 
Lodge Officers may have been participants. 

As an example, a number of our Lodges have inaugurated customs which have 
continued over many years. Our Arminius Lodge No. 25 has long exchanged 
annual visits with another German-speaking lodge, Germania Lodge No. 160 of 
Baltimore, Maryland, an always pleasant and interesting occasion in which our 
Grand Masters or Grand Lodge Officers have frequently joined. 

In 1947 our Warren G. Harding Lodge No. 3 9  inaugurated what was thereafter 
to become an annual custom of visiting Marion Lodge No. 70, Marion, Ohio, for 
that lodge's Memorial Day ceremonies. Marion Lodge is convened in the early 
morning hours on Memorial Day to honor the departed brethren and to confer 
the Master Mason Degree, work being completed about 6:30 a.m. After a break- 
fast in the Masonic Temple, the Lodge with its guests marches in procession to 
The Harding Memorial on the outskirts of the city where a wreath is laid and 
brief ceremonies performed in tribute to the lodge's late member, President Warren 
G. Harding. In recent years, our Grand Masters have frequently joined with War- 
ren G. Harding Lodge in this pilgrimage to Marion, Ohio, an occasion at which 
the Grand Master of Ohio is also usually present. A number of our Grand Mas- 
ters have been elected honorary members of Marion Lodge No. 70, and value 
this distinction. Marion Lodge, in turn, has frequently visited Warren G. Harding 
Lodge here in the capital and on some of these occasions has conferred the Master 
Mason Degree in Ohio form on one of their own candidates. 

Grand Lodge Officers and our Lodges have made frequent visits over the years 
to hospitable Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, Fredericksburg, Virginia, George 
Washington's "Mother Lodge," and to Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22. 
Occasional visitations between our lodges and those of other grand jurisdictions 
are encouraged. All of these inter-jurisdictional visits are made, of course, with the 
knowledge of the Grand Masters concerned and, whenever degree work is to be 
performed, with the necessary Dispensations. 



4 N  EARLY PHOTOGRAPH OF THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MONUMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C, 
ITS CORNERSTONE WAS LAW BY GRAND MASTER BENJAMIN B. FRENCH OF THE 

GRAND LODGE OF WE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, JULY 4, 1848. 



CHRONOLOGY 

of 

CORNERSTONES LAID BY THE GRAND LODGE, 

T HE TIES between the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia and the 
growth of the capital city, during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, are 
reflected in the following list of the cornerstones of public, institutional, and 

religious buildings which were laid Masonically by the Grand Lodge upon invi- 
tation. 

In most of the following instances the Grand Master made use of The George 
Washington Gavel during the ceremonies. Details of these ceremonies, including 
those present, list of deposits placed in the stone, and remarks made by the Grand 
Master or distinguished guests, may be found in the Grand Lodge Proceedings for 
the years cited. The complete text of the ceremony itself, as now performed in 
the District of Columbia, may be found in the latest edition of our Grand Lodge 
Masonic Code. 

Building erected by the Mechanic Relief Trinity Episcopal Church, Fifth Street 
Society of Alexandria, Virginia, by Grand opposite Judiciary Square, by Grand Master 
Master Daniel Kurtz, July 8th. William Hewitt, May 31st. 

- - - -  
1829 

Second Presbyterian Church, Georgetown, 
by Grand Master William Hewitt, July 29th. Associated Methodist Church in George- 

- town. Communication called by Potomac 
Lodge No. 5, by Grand Master William 

City Hall of the District of Columbia, by Hewitt with Officers of Grand Lodge laid 
Grand Master William Hewitt, in the pres- the stone, June 2nd. 
ence of President James Monroe, August 22nd. 

New Masonic Temple, John Marshall United German Church, 20th and G 
Place, by Grand Master John N. Moulder, Streets, N.W., by Grand Master pro tem 
September 19th. Clement T. Coote, August 20th. 
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Grand Lodge invited, February 25, 1835, 
to lay cornerstone of Methodist Protestant 
Church, 9th between E and F Streets, N.W., 
accepted and appointed committee to make 
arrangements. There are no subsequent 
minutes to show when the stone was laid, 
but historian Kenton N. Harper states it was 
laid in March. 

"Jackson City" cornerstone, D.C., by Grand 
Master William W. Billing, who was assisted 
in the ceremonies by President Andrew 
Jackson, January I lth. 

Smithsonian Institution, by Grand Master 
Benjamin B. French, in the presence of 
President James K. Polk, May 1st. 

Washington Monument, by Grand Master 
Benjamin B. French, July 4th. At the cen- 
tennial observance of this occasion in 1948, 
President Harry S. Truman made use of The 
George Washington Gavel. 

By invitation joined the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia at laying cornerstone of Washmgton 
Monument at Richmond, February 22nd. 

Extension of the United States Capitol 
Building [see pages 51-53], by Grand Master 
Benjamin B. French, July 4th. 

Baptist Church, 13th Street, N.W., by 
Grand Master Benjamin B. French, July 21st. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church, by Grand 
Master Benjamin B. French. August 10th. 

Western Presbyterian Church, between 
19th and 20th Streets, N.W., by Grand 
Master William B. Magruder, August 2nd. 
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Metropolitan Methodist Church, by Grand 
Master William B. Magruder, October 23rd. 

New Methodist Church, Georgetown, by 
Grand Master William B. Magruder, No- 
vember 1st. 

German Reformed Church, D and 4% 
Street, S.W., by Grand Master Charles S. 
Frailey, August 13th. 

Ebenezer M. E. Church, East Washington, 
by Grand Master George C. Whiting, July 
3 1st. 

Georgetown Masonic Hall, 121 0 Wiscon- 
sin Avenue, N.W., by Grand Master George 
C. Whiting, August 19th. 

New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
(the church attended by President Abraham 
Lincoln), by Grand Master George C. 
Whiting, October 10th. 

Foundry M. E. Church, 14th and G 
Streets, N.W., by Grand Master J. E. F. 
Holmead, July 20th. 

Washington City Orphan Asylum, 14th 
and S Streets, N.W., by Grand Master 
George C. Whiting, July 13th. [Included in 
the deposits placed in the stone were a letter 
signed by President Andrew Johnson, and a 
notice of gift by William Wilson Corcoranl 

First Baptist Church, Georgetown, by 
Grand Master pro tem Benjamin B. French, 
August 22nd. 

- 

Chapel and Schoolhouse of the German 
Lutheran Congregation of Georgetown, by 
Grand Master pro tem R. B. Donaldson, 
September 2nd. 

- 

Island Baptist Church, South Washington, 
by Grand Master pro tern R. B. Donaldson, 
September 30th. 



THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WHERE PRESIDENT 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN WORSHIPPED. CORNERSTONE LAID BY GRAND MASTER GEORGE C. WHITING, 

OCTOBER 10, 1859. THE CHURCH IS LOCATED DIRECTLY ACROSS A TRIANGLE FROM THE 
GRAND LODGE MASONIC TEMPLE. 



BY GRAND MASTER BENJAMIN B. FRENCH, IN THE PRESENCE 

OF PRESIDENT JAMES K. POLK, MAY 1, 1847. 

MEMORIAL CONTINENTAL HALL, WASHINOTON, D. C. CORNERSTONE LAID 
BY GRAND MASTER JAMES A. WETMORE, APRIL 19, 1904. 
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Metropolitan Presbyterian Church, Capitol 
Hill, by Grand Master Benjamin B. French, 
April 14th. 

- 
Masonic Temple, 9th and F Streets, N.W., 

by Grand Master Benjamin B. French, May 
10th. 

Methodist Episcopal Church South, 9th 
Street and Mount Vernon Place, by Grand 
Master Benjamin B. French, August 4th. 

Foundation Stone of the Steuben Monu- 
ment, Washington Schuetzen Park, by Grand 
Master R. B. Donaldson, May 16th. 

Independent German Protestant Church, 
5th between M and N Streets, N.W., ,by 
Grand Master C. F. Stansbury, August 25th. 

All Souls' Church, 14th and L Streets, 
N.W., by Grand Master E. G. Davis, June 
27th. 

Congregation of the Tabernacle, 9th near 
B Street, S.W., by Grand Master Noble D. 
Larner, August 1st. 

Washington Light Infantry Armory, by 
Grand Master Myron M. Parker, May 23rd. 
[Following the ceremony the Masonic and 
military procession was reviewed at The 
White House by President Chester A. Arthur.] 

Scottish Rite Cathedral, 1007 G Street, 
N.W., by Grand Master Jesse W. Lee, Jr., 
June 7th. 

- 

First Baptist Church Mission, 4% Street, 
near N Street, S.W., by Grand Master Jesse 
W. Lee, Jr., July 3rd. 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 12th and C 
Streets, S.W., by Grand Master pro tem 
James A. Sample, October 14th. 

Anacostia Lodge Hall, by Grand Master 
James A. Sample, July 2nd. 

Masonic Temple, Hyattsville, Maryland. 
[The Grand Master and Officers of our 
Grand Lodge being present by invitation, 
and the Grand Master of Maryland not 
being present, the Grand Master of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was invited to lay the 
cornerstone, which he did with the assistance 
of his officers.] May 2nd. See Grand Lodge 
Proceedings, 1893, p. 13. 

Naval Lodge Hall, 4th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, S.E., by Grand Master Henry S. 
Merrill, July 24th. 

Fifteenth Street Methodist Church, 15th 
and R Streets, N.W., by Grand Master David 
G. Dixon, October 8th. 

Trinity M. E. Church, 5th and C Streets, 
S.E., by Grand Master George W. Baird, 
September 9th. 

- 

New building of American University "on 
Loughborough Road," by Grand Master 
George W. Baird, October 21st. 

North Carolina Avenue Methodist Protes- 
tant Church, by Grand Master Matthew 
Trimble, February 25th. 

Hebrew Tabernacle, 8th Street, N.W., by 
Grand Master Matthew Trimble, in the 
presence of President William McKinley and 
his entire cabinet with the exception of the 
Secretary of the Treasury who was absent 
from the city, September 16th. 

Christian Church, 9th and D Streets, N.E., 
by Grand Master Matthew Trimble, Sep- 
tember 18th. 

Douglas Memorial M. E. Church, 11th 
and H Streets, N.E., by Grand Master Sam- 
uel C. Palmer, October 18th. 
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Gay Street Baptist Church, 31st and N 
Streets, N.W., by Grand Master John H. 
Small, Jr., July 1st. 

Christian and Eleanora Ruppert Home, by 
Grand Master Harry Standiford, September 
26th. 

Army War College, Washington Barracks, 
D.C., by Grand Master George Harold 
Walker, in the presence of President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt who delivered the principal 
address. Remarks were also made by Sec- 
retary of War Elihu Root, February 21st. 

Foundry Methodist Church, 16th and 
Madison Streets, N.W., by Grand Master 
George Harold Walker, June 27th. 

Memorial Continental Hall, 17th and D 
Streets, N.W., by Grand Master James A. 
Wetmore, April 19th, at the request of Mrs. 
Charles W. Fairbanks, wife of the Vice 
President of the United States, and then 
President General, National Society, Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. 

Mt. Pleasant M. E. Church, 14th and 15th 
Streets and Columbia Road, N.W., by Grand 
Master James A. Wetmore, July 30th. 

Second Presbyterian Church South, 22nd 
and P Streets and Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W., by Grand Master James A. Wetmore, 
November 26th. 

First building of the Masonic and Eastern 
Star Home, 6000 New Hampshire Avenue, 
N.W., by Grand Master Lurtin R. Ginn, 
May 17th. 

Eckington Presbyterian Church, North 
Capitol and Q Streets, by Grand Master 
Lurtin R. Ginn, May 22nd. 

Whitney Avenue Memorial Christian 
Church, by Grand Master Lurtin R. Ginn, 

.May 26th. 
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House of Representatives Office Building, 
Capitol Hill, by Grand Master Walter A. 
Brown, in the presence of President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt who delivered the principal 
address, Vice President Charles W. Fair- 
banks, Speaker Joseph G. Cannon and other 
notables, April 14th. 

Protestant Episcopal Church of the Advent, 
2nd and U Streets, N.W., by Grand Master 
Walter A. Brown, June 19th. 

Synagogue of the Adas Israel Congrega- 
tion, 6th and I Streets, N.W., by Grand 
Master Walter A. Brown, November 22nd. 

Grand Lodge Masonic Temple, 13th and 
New York Avenue, N.W., by Grand Master 
Francis J. Woodman, with President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, wearing his Masonic apron, 
who assisted in spreading the cement and 
who delivered a Masonic address, June 8th. 

Bethany Baptist Church, 2nd Street and 
Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., by Grand Mas- 
ter Francis J. Woodman, October 30th. 

Northminster Presbyterian Church, 11th 
Street and Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., by 
Grand Master Francis J. Woodman, Novem- 
ber 5th. 

William R. Singleton Lodge Hall, Tenley- 
town, D.C., by Grand Master Augustus B. 
Coolidge, November 19th. 

King David Lodge Hall, 12th and Monroe 
Streets, N.E., by Grand Master J. Claude 
Keiper, June 19th. 

House of the Temple, 16th and S Streets, 
N.W., by Grand Master J. Claude Keiper, 
October 18th. 

University Club, 15th and I Streets, N.W., 
by Grand Master Ben W. Murch, in the 
presence of President William Howard Taft 
who delivered the address, April 10th. 
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Italian Baptist Church, New York Avenue 
and Kirby Street, N.W., by Grand Master 
Mark F. Finley, August I lth. 

All Souls' Unitarian Church, by Grand 
Master Charles E. Baldwin, with President 
William Howard Taft, wearing his Masonic 
apron, assisting in the spreading of the ce- 
ment, February 13th. 

Joppa Lodge Hall, 9th and Upshur Streets, 
N.W., by Gand Master Mark F. Finley, 
December 8th. 

Myron M. Parker Lodge Hall, 8th Street, 
N.E., by Grand Master T. John Newton, in 
the presence of Vice President of the United 
States Thomas R. Marshall, July 25th. Wisconsin Avenue Baptist Church, 42nd 

and Fessenden Streets, N.W., by Grand 
Master Charles F. Roberts, October 18th. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of George- 
town, Wisconsin Avenue and Volta Place, by 
Grand Master T. John Newton, September 
16th. 

Takoma Lodge Hall, Carroll and Maple 
Avenues, Takoma Park, by Grand Master 
Charles F. Roberts, November 29th. 

Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church, Con- 
necticut Avenue & Jocelyn Street, by Grand 
Master Charles F. Roberts, December 13th. 

Petworth M. E. Church, Grant Circle and 
New Hampshire Avenue, by Grand Master 
Alexander Grant, November 30th. 

George Washington University Law School, 
by Grand Master Charles F. Roberts, De- 
cember 15th. Lincoln M. E. Church, Lincoln Road and 

U Street, N.E., by Grand Master pro tem 
Lem Towers, Jr., June 2nd. 

Addition to Sibley Memorial Hospital, 
North Capitol Street, by Grand Master Roe 
Fulkerson. October 28th. 

Stansbury Lodge Hall, Georgia and Colo- 
rado Avenues, N.W., by Grand Master Joseph 
H. Milans, in the presence of General of the 
Armies John J. Pershing and Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt, No- 
vember 21st. 

Children's Building, Masonic and Eastern 
Star Home, by Grand Master Roe Fulker- 
son, October 31st. 

I926 

Eldbrooke M. E. Church, River and Mur- 
dock Mill Roads, by Grand Master Sydney 
R. Jacobs, April 24th. 

Christian Church, 6th and H Streets, S.W., 
by Grand Master Charles J. O'Neill, Octo- 
ber 4th. 

Methodist Home for the Aged, Connecti- 
cut Avenue and Elliott Street, N.W., by 
Grand Master Sydney R. Jacobs, May 8th. 

East Gate Lodge Hall, Rhode Island Ave- 
nue and Mills Avenue, N.E., by Grand Mas- 
ter Charles Cyrus Coombs, September 1st. 

Petworth Baptist Church, 7th and Ran- 
dolph Streets, N.W., by Grand Master Charles 
Cyrus Coombs, September 30th. 

Fourth Presbyterian Church, 13th and 
Fairmont Streets, N.W., by Grand Master 
Gratz E. Dunkum, October 21st. 
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Southern Railway Executive Office Build- Scottish Rite Temple, 2800 Sixteenth 
ing, 15th and K Streets, N.W., by Grand Street, N.W., by Grand Master Eugene E. 
Master James T. Gibbs, December 20th. Thompson, June 8th. 

1929 
1950 

Almas Temple Club House, 13 13 K Street, 
N.W., by Grand Master Wisdom D. Brown, Third Christian Church, South Dakota 
October 1 lth. and Taylor Street, S.E., by Grand Master 

Marvin E. Fowler, February 25th. 

1930 - 

National Education Association Building, Metropolitan Memorial Methodist Church 16th and M Streets, N.W., by Grand Master Educational Building, Nebraska and New pro tem C. Fred Cook, July 25th. Mexico Avenues, by Grand Master Marvin 
- E. Fowler, May 27th. 

Western Presbyterian Church, H Street 
between 19th and 20th, by Grand Master 
James A. West, October 25th. 

1932 

U. S. Department of Labor Building and 
the Interstate Commerce Building, by Grand 
Master Reuben A. Bogley, in the presence 
of President Herbert Hoover and other 
notables, December 15th. 

This was perhaps a unique circumstance 
in which two separate public buildings had 
cornerstone layings conducted simultaneously. 
Grand Master Bogley presided at the Labor 
Department Building, and other Grand 
Lodge officers appointed by him took charge 
at the Interstate Commerce Building, both 
locations being connected by sound equip- 
ment. Grand Master Bogley invited Presi- 
dent Hoover to join in spreading the cement, 
a courtesy he also extended to Mrs. Hoover, 
Secretary of Labor Doak, and William Green 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

1952 

Church of Self Realization Fellowship, 
Western Avenue, N.W., by Grand Master 
Renah F. Camalier, May 17th. 

St. Luke's Methodist Church, Wisconsin 
Avenue and Calvert Street, N.W., by Grand 
Master Frederic B. Blackburn, August 9th. 

Wisconsin Avenue Baptist Church, Ne- 
braska Avenue and Alton Place, N.W., by 
Grand Master Frederic B. Blackburn, Octo- 
ber 31st. 

1936 Pennsylvania Avenue Baptist Church, 30th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E., by 

Congress Heights Methodist Episcopal Grand Master Ray Baker Harris, January 
Church, 5th and Alabama Avenue, S.E., by 27th. 
Grand Master Otto B. Roepke, October 31st. 

1938 1959 

George Washington University Hall of East Front of the United States Capitol, 
Government, 21st and G Streets, N.W., by by Grand Master Reuben A. Bogley, Jr., 
Grand Master Leonard P. Steuart, May 18th. July 4th. See pages 139-141. 
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The George Washington Gavel 
At the conclusion of the Capitol ceremonies in 1793, President George Wash- 

ington handed the gavel to Valentine Reintzel, a Councilman of Georgetown who 
was present as the Master of Lodge No. 9 of Maryland, one of the three partici- 
pating lodges. In 181 1 Valentine Reintzel became the first Grand Master of Ma- 
sons in the District of Columbia. The gavel remained in his possession until his 
death, and has since been owned and preserved by Potomac Lodge No. 5 ,  the 
lineal descendant of Lodge No. 9 of Maryland. 

The head of the gavel is Maryland marble, taken from the marble assembled 
in 1793 for the interior decoration of the first part of the Capitol building. Its 
handle is a dark native wood of unusual grain. 

In 1856 Potomac Lodge affixed a gold plate to the top of the marble head of 
the gavel, engraved with a brief citation of its history. 

Prior to 1922 the gavel was kept in a safe with other valuables of the Lodge. 
In that year the officials of The Riggs National Bank generously offered to con- 
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struct a special glass-front vault box, illuminated by electric light, in the main 
vault of the bank's branch in Georgetown. This special glass box was so located 
that the gavel is visible from the bank lobby whenever the main vault door is 
open. The gavel is taken from this depository only when authorized by a Resolu- 
tion of the Lodge, and must at all times be in the custody of a committee of three 
members appointed by the Master. Under these restrictions it has been loaned 
for use on appropriate occasions, both Masonic and non-Masonic, and has been 
personally used by many of the Presidents of the United States from George Wash- 
ington to Harry S. Truman. 

It was used by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, October 19, 1957, in laying the 
cornerstone of the British Embassy addition, Washington, D. C. 

Its use at scores of cornerstone ceremonies in the capital city makes the gavel 
a unique link between Freemasonry and the growth of the Federal District during 
two centuries. By standing resolution it is used at the installation of each succeed- 
ing Master of Potomac Lodge. On very rare occasions it has been taken outside 
of Washington, D. C., as was done in 1898 at the laying of the cornerstone of the 
State Capitol at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 



THE 

SESQUI-CENTENNIAL YEAR 

SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 





P R O G R A M  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ORGAN PRELUDE RALPH H. GAUKER, P.M. 

Albert Pike Lodge No. 36 

AMERICA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ASSEMBLY 

INVOCATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  REVEREND W. KENNETH LYONS 

Assistant Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge 

WELCOME TO ASSEMBLED GUESTS . . RALPH M. WOLFE, M.W. 

Grand Master of Masons 
District of Columbia 

INTRODUCTION OF GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 
AND PAST GRAND MASTERS 

A BRIEF HISTORY O F  THE GRAND LODGE, 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R. BAKER HARRIS, 

Past Grand Master 

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  REV. THOMAS SHERROD ROY, P.G.M. 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 

THE TROUBADOURS . . . . . . . .  GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

THE LORD'S PRAYER . . . . . . . . . . .  ROBERT C. NICHOLSON, P.M. 

Trinity Lodge No. 41 





HEAOING THE PROCESSION TO THE CATHEORAL: MAJOR GENERAL FLOYD L. WERGUAND, USA.  
AND ms STAPF INCLUDING COMMANDER EUUN I. SNYDER, U.S.N.R., LT. COMMANDER T. G. 
MCMAHON, M.S.C., U.S.N., AND LT., DONALD W. THOMAS, U.S.A., AIDE TO GENERAL WERGE- 
LAND. FOLLOWING THEM IS A COSTUMED UNIT OF THE HEROES OF '76, NATIONAL SOJOURNERS, 

WASHINGTON CHAPTER NO. 3. 

GRAND MAFSHAI. RICHARD H.  ART AND GRAND T m  - T. WEIMAR, JR., LWMO THE 

GRAND LODGE INTO THE CATHEDRAL UNDER THE SWORDS OF THE ESCORT OF KNIOHTS TEMPUR. 



EXTERIOR VIEW OF THE SHOREHAM HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D. C., SCENE OF I-& Ghnu LODGE'S SESQUICENIBNNIAL Bfiyual, 
NOVEMBER 29, 1961, m THE TERRACE ROOM. ON THIS OCCASION THE GRAND LOWE WAS HOST TO THE MASTERS AND WARDENS 

REPRESENTING ALL OF THE LODGES IN OUR GRAND JURISDICTION, AND THEIR LADIES. 



PROGRAM 

INVOCATION . . . . . REVEREND EDWARD GARDINER LATCH, D.D., L.H.D. 
Grand Chaplain 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM . . . W.' . BRO. ' . ROBERT C. NICHOLSON, Soloist 

BANQUET 

Dinner Music - Sesqui-centennial Medley - Tiny Meeker's Orchestra 

GREETINGS . . . . . . . . M.'. W.'. BRO. ' . RALPH MCPHERSON WOLFE 
Grand Master of Masons 

TOASTS AND RESPONSES 

To THE LADIES . . . . . . . . . R.'. W.' .  BRO.'. HARRY B. SAVAGE 
lunior Grand Warden 

FOR THE ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
M. '. Ex.'. Grand High Priest John B. McCall 

FOR THE ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS 
M.' . Illus. ' . Grand Master Eugene F. Shouse 

FOR THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
R. ' . Em. ' . Grand Commander Roland Richards 

FOR THE A.A.O.N.M.S., ALMAS TEMPLE 
lllustrious Potentate Jack I. Blank 

FOR THE ROYAL ORDER OF SCOTLAND 
Provincial Grand Master Marvin E. Fowler 

FOR THE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE 
IN.'. Luther A. Smith, 33'. Sovereign Grand Commander 

A TIMELY SALUTATION . . . . . . . . . BROTHER HARRY HERSHFIELD 
Courland Lodge No. 885, New York City 

REMARKS . . . . . . . . . . M.'. W.' .  Bro.'. SAMUEL W. MCINTOSH 
General Chairman, Sesquicentennial 

"AULD LANG SYNE" . . . . . LED BY W.'. BRO.'. ROBERT C. NICHOLSON 

"THE LORD'S PRAYER" . . . . W.'. BRO. ' . ROBERT C. NICHOLSON, Soloist 

BENEDICTION . . . . . . . . . . REVEREND W. KENNETH LYONS, D.D. 
Assistant Grand Chaplain 

RAY BAKER HKRRIS, P.G.M., Toastmaster 



DEEPLY APPRECIATED MESSAGES FROM THESE 
"FIRST CITIZENS" 

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

It is always a privilege to send greetings to the members of the Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia. Now, on the 
occasion of the Grand Lodge's 150th Anniversary, I want to reaffirm my 
admiration and respect for this fine body. 

Over the years the Fratemity has made a meaningful contribution to the 
cultural life and the growth and development of the nation's capital. Typical 
of the organization's steady appeal to thoughtful men has been its remarkable 
growth from less than one hundred members in 1811 to nearly twenty-five 
thousand this year. May I extend my best wishes for continued success in the 
years to come. 

I sincerely wish it were possible for me to be with you [at the Sesqui- 
centennial Banquet on November twenty-ninth]. I am as  sorry as I can be 
that I can't be present. 

Please express my fraternal greetings to all the brethren, and tell them if it 
were at all possible I would certainly have been with them. 

/ HARRY S. TRUMAN 
Past Grand Master of Missouri 

. . a word of greeting to your organization on its 150th Anniversary. 
Although I am not a member of the Order, I have had years of association 

with its members and activities. 
The Masonic Order is one of the great supports of morals and intellectual 

stability in our country. 



PORTRAITS OF GRAND MASTERS 

1811~ncj61 

VALENTINE REINTZEL 

First Grand Master, 181 1 



-' - 
GRAND MASTERS, 18 12-1 846 







GRAND MASTERS, 1904-1 9 19 

James A W a a D z  Lurtin h umn 
1905 

A ugustus B. Coolidge 
1908 

Henry K. Simpson 
1909 

Ben W. Murch 
1912 

Charles E. Baldwi- 
1913 

George C. Ober J Claude Ke~per 
1910 1911 

T. John Newton Alexander Grant 

William W. Jermane 
1916 

lames W. Witten 
1917 

Lem Towers, Jr. 
1918 

Joseph H. Milans 
1919 







William H. Rohrman 
1958 

1: 

Gregor Macpherson 



;RAND LODGE , OFFICERS, 196 1 





RECIPIENTS 

of the 

GRAND LODGE 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

NAME 

M.W.Bro. J. CLAUDE KEIPER 

W.Bro. WILLIAM T. BALLARD 

M.W.Bro. VERNON G. OWEN 

M.W.Bro. JOSEPH H. MILANS 

W.Bro. L. WHITING ESTES 

M.W.Bro. CHARLES E. BALDWIN 

M.W.Bro. CARL H. CLAUDY 

W.Rev.Bro. JOHN C. PALMER 

Brother CLARK C. GRIFFITH 

M.W.Bro. REUBEN A. BOGLEY, SR. 

M.W.Bro. NOBLE D. LARNER 

W.Bro. HORACE S. NAYLOR 

W.Bro. JOHN D. CUNNINGHAM (Kansas) 

W.Bro. HARRY SILVERMAN 
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1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 . 

SENIOR OFFICERS OF THE 
Grand Master 

........ Roe Fulkerson 

. ...... Sydney R Jacobs 

. . . . . .  Gratz E Dunkum 

. . . . . . . .  James T Gibbs 

. .... Wisdom D Brown 

. ........ James A West 

C . Fred Cook ......... 
Reuben A . Bogley ..... 
Harry G . Kimball ..... 
Vernon G . Owen ...... 
Robert S . Regar ....... 
Otto B . Roepke ....... 
Paul B . Cromelin ...... 
Leonard P . Steuart .... 
Eugene E . Thompson . . 
Needham C . Turnage . . 
Ara M . Daniels ....... 
Noble D . Larner ...... 
Carl H . Claudy ....... 
Aubrey R . Marrs ...... 
Paul R . Mattix ........ 
Wm . E . Schooley ...... 
Marvin Farrington . . . .  
Dean H . Stanley ...... 
E . S . Bettelheim, Jr ..... 
Marvin E . Fowler ..... 
David S . Davison ..... 
Renah F . Camalier .... 
Roy D . Borden ....... 
Fred . B . Blackburn .... 
Gregor Macpherson . . .  
Samuel W . McTntosh . . 
Ray Baker Harris . . . . .  
Wm . H . Rohrman ..... 
Reuben A . Bogley, Jr ... 
J . August Johnson, Jr .. 
Ralph M . Wolfe ....... 

# Demitted 

Deputy Grand Master 

Sydney R . Jacobs ...... 
. ..... Gratz E Dunkum 

James T . Gibbs ....... 
Wisdom D . Brown .... 
James A . West ........ 
C . Fred Cook ......... 
Reuben A . Bogley ..... 
Harry G . Kimball ..... 
Vernon G . Owen ...... 

. ....... Robert S Regar 

. ....... Otto B Roepke 

Paul B . Cromelin ...... 
Leonard P . Steuart .... 
Eugene E . Thompson . . 
Needham C . Turnage . . 
Ara M . Daniels ....... 
Noble D . Larner ...... 
Carl H . Claudy . . . . . . .  
Aubrey R . Marrs ...... 
Paul R . Mattix ........ 
Wm . E . Schooley ...... 
Marvin Farrington .... 
Dean H . Stanley ...... 
E . S . Bettelheim, Jr ..... 
Marvin E . Fowler ..... 
David S . Davison ..... 
Renah F . Camalier .... 
Roy D . Borden ....... 
Fred . B . Blackburn . . . .  
Gregor Macpherson ... 
Samuel W . McIntosh . . 
Ray Baker Harris ..... 
Wm . H . Rohrman ..... 
Reuben A . Bogley, Jr ... 
J . August Johnson, Jr .. 
Ralph M . Wolfe ....... 
Convass B . Dean ...... 

Lodge 

17 

26 

19 

15 

16 

23 

32 

22 

10 

33 

9 

4 

15 

14 

40 

11 

23 

19 

17 

48 

29 

12 

32 

30 

51 

19 

16 

15 

4 

44 

42 

33 

5 

27 

22 

48 

33 

Senior Grand Warden 

Gratz E . Dunkum ..... 
James T . Gibbs ....... 
Wisdom D . Brown . . . .  
James A . West ........ 
C . Fred Cook ......... 
Reuben A . Bogley ..... 
Harry G . Kimball ..... 
Vernon G . Owen ...... 
Robert S . Regar ....... 
Clyde J . Nichols ....... 
Paul B . Cromelin ...... 
Leonard P . Steuart .... 
Eugene E . Thompson . . 
Needham C . Turnage . . 
Ara M . Daniels ....... 
Noble D . Larner ...... 
Carl H . Claudy ....... 
Aubrey R . Marrs ...... 
Paul R . Mattix ........ 
Wm . E . Schooley ...... 
Marvin Farrington . . . .  
Dean H . Stanley ...... 
E . S . Bettelheim, Jr ..... 
Marvin E . Fowler ..... 
David S . Davison ..... 
Renah F . Camalier . . . .  
Roy D . Borden ....... 
Fred . B . Blackburn .... 
Gregor Macpherson ... 
Samuel W . McIntosh . . 
Ray Baker Harris ..... 
Wm . H . Rohrman ..... 
Reuben A . Bogley, Jr ... 
J . August Johnson, Jr .. 
Ralph M . Wolfe ....... 

. ...... Convass B Dean 

. ...... Charles B Gilley 

* D . G . M . for Washington 

. odge 
- 
19 

15 

16 

23 

32 

22 

10 

33 

9 

4 

15 

14 

40 

11 

23 

19 

17 

48 

29 

12 

32 

30 

51 

19 

16 

15 

4 

44 

42 

GRAND LODGE. 
Junior Grand Warden 

James T . Gibbs ....... 
Wisdom D . Brown .... 
James A . West ........ 
C . Fred Cook ......... 
Reuben A . Bogley ..... 
Harry G . Kimball ..... 
Vernon G . Owen ...... 
Robert S . Regar ....... 
Clyde J . Nichols ....... 
Otto B . Roepke ....... 
Leonard P . Steuart .... 
Eugene E . Thompson . . 
Needham C . Turnage . . 
Ara M . Daniels ....... 
Noble D . Larner ...... 
Carl H . Claudy ....... 
Aubrey R . Marrs ...... 
Paul R . Mattix ........ 
Wm . E . Schooley ...... 
Marvin Farrington .... 
Dean H . Stanley ...... 
E . S . Bettelheim, Jr ..... 
Marvin E . Fowler ..... 
David S . Davison ..... 
Renah F . Camalier .... 

....... Roy D . Borden 

Fred B . Blackburn ..... 
. . .  Gregor Macpherson 

Samuel W . McIntosh . . 
Ray Baker Harris ..... 
Wm . H . Rohrman ..... 
Reuben A . Bogley, Jr ... 
J . August Johnson, Jr .. 
Ralph M . Wolfe ....... 
Convass B . Dean ..... 
Charles B . Gilley ..... 
Harry B . Savage . . . . .  

t D . G . M . for Alexandria 

1811-1961 
Grand Secretary 

J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper . . . . .  
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 

..... . J Claude Keiper 

..... . J Claude Keiper 

J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 
J . Claude Keiper ..... 

. ... Aubrey H Clayton 

Aubrey H . Clayton ... 
Aubrey H . Clayton ... 
Aubrey H . Clayton ... 
Aubrey H . Clayton . . .  

. ... Aubrey H Clayton 

. ... Aubrey H Clayton 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

Raymond N . Babcock 

. 
odge 
. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 
. 

$ D . G . M . for Georgetown 

Grand Treasurer 

Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E. Baldwin ...... 

...... . . Chas E Baldwin 

Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 
Chas . E . Baldwin ...... 

...... . . Chas E Baldwin 

..... Dean Hill Stanley 

Dean Hill Stanley ..... 
Dean Hill Stanley ..... 
Dean Hill Stanley ..... 
Dean Hill Stanley ..... 
Dean Hill Stanley ..... 
Dean Hill Stanley ..... 

Lodge 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

30  

30 

30  

30 

30  

30  

30 



STATIONARY OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE, 19 1 1 - 196 1 
Year 

1911 
1912 
I913 
1914 
191 5 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1 942 
1 943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
I957 
f 958 
1959 
r 960 
1961 

Grand Lecturer 

Thomas H. Young (7) 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H, Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Yaung 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Thomas H. Young 
Bert V. WoIfe (31) 
Bert V. WoIfe 
Frank M. Roller (I 1) 
Frank M. Roller 
Frank M. Roller 
Frank M. Roller 
Frank M. Roller 
Aubrey H. CIayton (33) 
Aubrey H. CIayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Aubrey H. Clayton 
Edgar E. Bageant (23) 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Mgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
Edgar E. Bageant 
George W. Feidt (39) 
George W. Feidt 
George W. Feidt 

Grand Marshal 

Alexander Grant (15) 
WiIliam W. Jermane (23) 
James W. Witten (14) 
Lem Towers, Sr. (5) 
Joseph H. Milans (I 1) 
5. Harry Cunningham (20) 
Charles J. O'NeiII (18) 
Charles Cyrus Coornbs (9) 
Mark F. FinIey (10) 
Charles F. Roberts (18) 
Rae Fulkerson (17) 
Sydney R. Jacobs (26) 
Gratz E, Dunkurn (19) 
James T. Gibbs (1 5) 
Wisdom D. Brown (16) 
James A. West (23) 
C. Fred Cook (32) 
Reuben A. Bogley, Sr. (22) 
Harry G. KimbaIl (10) 
Vernon G. Owen (33) 
Robert S. Regar (9) 
Clyde J. Nichols (35) 
Otto B. Roepke (4) 
Paul B. Cromelin (I 5) 
Eugene E. Thompson (40) 
Paul R. Mattix (29) 
Walter L. Fowler (21) 
L. Whiting Estes (32) 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
L. Whiting Estes 
Reuben A. Bogley, Jr. (22) 
Reuben A. Bogley, 3r. 
Ralph M. Woffe (33) 
Glen L. Johnson (I 5) 
Glen L. Johnson 
Elmer F. Rowan (20) 
Elmer F. Rowan 
George R, Asay (21) 
Richard H. Hart (22) 
Richard H. Hart 
Richard H. Hart 

184 

- 

Grand Sword Bearer 

Lem Towers, Jr. (5) 
Joseph H. MiIans (1 I) 
J. Harry Cunningham (20) 
Charles J. O'NeilI (18) 
Charles Cyrus Coombs (9) 
Mark F. FinIey (10) 
Charks F. Roberts (21) 
Roe Fulkerson ( 1 7) 
Sydney R. Jacobs (26) 
Gratz E. Dunkurn (19) 
James T. Gibbs (15) 
Arthur Cam (27) 
James A. West (23) 
C. Fred Ccok (32) 
Reuben A. Bogley, Sr. (22) 
Harry G. Kimball (10) 
Vernon G. Owen (33) 
Clyde J. Nichols (35) 
Robert S. Regar (9) 
Clyde J. Nichols (35) 
Paul B. Cromelin (15) 
Leonard P. Steuart (14) 
Eugene E. Thompson (40) 
Needham C. Turnage ( 1  I) 
L. Whiting Estes (32) 
A. Clifford Wiikins (30) 
Rober! E. Kline, Jr. (42) 
Raymond W. Murphy (34) 
J. LeRoy Elliott (18) 
Kenneth G. Fernald (4) 
Harry E. Benson (43) 
George B. Inget (38) 
Harry G. Hamlet (49) 
Samuel P. Parr (39) 
Frederic B. Blackburn (44) 
Gustav Heller (25) 
Clay L. Jennison (42) 
Edwin C. Green (22) 
Orville E. Megby (26) 
Reuben A. Bogley, h. (22) 
Harold F. Stoll (47) 
Ralph M. Wolfe (33) 
Elmer F. Stein (43) 
Ralph G. bucks (24) 
Isadore Rosenthal (31) 
Harley C. Hemingway (52) 
William H. Mianick (3) 
Thomas W. Dodge (4) 
Alfred J. Steffen (34) 
William P. Jacobs, Jr. (1 5) 
Milton Fields (49) 

Grand Pursuivant 

Joseph H. Milans (1 1) 
J. Harry Cunningham (20) 
Charles J. O'Neill (IS) 
Charles Cyrus Coombs (9) 
Mark F. Finley (10) 
Charles F. Roberts (21) 
Roe Fulkerson (17) 
Sydney R. Jacobs (26) 
Ezekiel J. Ayres (24) 
James T. Gibbs (15) 
Carter B. Keene (32) 
Carter B. Keene 
C. Fred Cook (32) 
Reuben A. Bogley, Sr. (22) 
Harry G. Kimball (10) 
Vernon G. Owen (33) 
George R. Davis (1 1) 
Robert S. Regar (9) 
Clyde J. Nichols (35) 
Otto B. Roepke (4) 
Leonard P. Steuart (14) 
Eugene E. Thompson (40) 
Needham C. Turnage (1 1) 
Ralph W. S. Bonnette (24) 
Maurice A. Goldberg (45) 
Edward V. Benham (27) 
Thomas R. Wilson (4) 
Harry B. Plankinton (3) 
Walter B. Jarvis (41) 
Harry B. Plankinton (3) 
Charles A. Appleby (31) 
Orie L. Beardsley (35) 
Benjamin F. Larcombe (16) 
Samuel E. Entriken (27) 
Hector G. Spaulding (36) 
William A. Gawler (40) 
B. Willard DeShazo (18) 
Abe Coonin (50) 
Kenneth R. Harries (9) 
Philip G. Cronan (43) 
Adelbert W. Heinmiller (7) 
Robert B. Riley, Jr. (36) 
L. Malcolm Graham (39) 
Ralph H. Gauker (36) 
Homer H. Henry (46) 
George F. Scott (44) 
Harry B. Savage (31) 
Irving Schwartz (45) 
Charles T. MacDonald (43) 
W. Dean Mathis (48) 
Parker Throckmorton (24) 

- 

Grand Tiler 

Warren C. Bickford (10) 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
Warren C. Bickford 
William P. Herbst (10) 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
William P. Herbst 
Sidney J. Mayer (10) 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Sidney J. Mayer 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. (10) 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 
Karl T. Weimar, Jr. 

Grand Chaplain 

Rev. J. Russell Verbrycke (15) 
Rev. J. Russell Verbrycke 
Rev. J. Henning Nelms (31) 
Rev. J. Henning Nelms 
Rev. Hugh T. Stevenson (23) 
Rev. Hugh T. Stevenson 
Rev. Hugh T. Stevenson 
Rev. Hugh T. Stevenson 
Rev. Hugh T. Stevenson 
Rev. John C. Palmer (15) 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. John C. Palmer 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 
Rev. Edward G. Latch 



LODGES CONSTITUTED, 18 1 1-1961 

Charter Date 

19 February 181 I 
19 February 181 I 
19 February 1811 
19 Februa~y 1811 
19 February 181 I 
9 July 1811 
8 October I811 
4 May 1824 
2 November 1824 

27 November 1827 
27 December 1845* 
7 May 1846 
7 November 1848 

4 November 1852 
27 December 1853 
5 May 1857 
I November I859 
5 May 1863 

28 December 1863 
28 December 1863 

7 May 1867 
28 December I868 
28 December 1868 
4 May 1869 

12 November 1873 
8 November 1876 

I4 May 1890 
13 May 1891 
8 November 1893 
8 May 18% 
8 May 1901 

I0 May 1905 
18 k m b e r  1907 
21 Dwmber  I910 
18 December 1912 
15 December 1920 
15 December 1920 
11 May 1921 
10 May 1922 
I9 December 1923 
19 December I923 
14 May 1924 
14 May 1924 
17 December 1924 
13 May 1925 
16 December 1425 
f 5 December I926 
1 1  May 1 9 n  
19 December 1928 
9 May 1934 

12 May 1937 
I5 December 1937 
I4 May 1947 

Name of Lodge 

Federal No. 1 
Brooke No. 2 
lolumbia No. 3 
Vaval No. 4 
?otornac No. 5 
Union No. 6 
Lebanon No. 7 
Evangelical No. 8 
rhe New Jerusalem No. 4 
Hiram No. 10 
St, John's No. I 1  
PtionaI No. 12 
Aifornia No. 1 3  

Washington-Centennial No. 14 
Eknjamin B. French No. 15 
Dawson No. 16 
Lodge of Mutual Benevolence 
Harmony No. 17 
Acacia No. 18 
LaFayette No. 19 
Hope No. 20 
Anacostia No. 21 
George C. Whiting No. 22 
Pentalpha No. 23 
Stansbury No. 24 
Arminius No. 25 
Osiris NO. 26 
Myron M. Parker No. 27 
King David No. 28 
Takoma No. 29 
William R. Singleton No. 30 
King Solomon No. 31 
Temple No. 32** 
Mount Pleasant No. 33 
East Gate No. 34 
Joppa No. 35 
Albert Pike No, 36 
Congress No. 37 
Joseph H. Milans No. 38 
Warren G .  Harding No. 39 
Cathedral No. 40 
Trinity No. 41 
Chevy Chase No. 42 
Brightwood No. 43 
Theodore Rooseveit No. 44 
Samuel Gompers No. 45 
Justice No. 46 
Petworth No. 47 
Barristers No. 48 
Semper Paratus No. 49 
Benjamin Franklin No. 50 
Sojourners' No. 51 
Fort Dupont No. 52 

LODGES CONSTITUTED, (Cont.) 

Senior Warden 

Nicholas D. Queen 

Charles Jones 
Fohn Davis 
Daniel Kurtz 
Samuel 3. Ellis 
CharIes Glover 
Humphrey Peake 
WiIIiam Hewitt 
Thomas Wilson 
George C. Thomas 
James Shields 
SamueI Y. Atlee 

Ezra WiIliarns 
Herman R. Heath 
SamueI T. Shugert 

John W. D. Gray 
2. D. Gilman 
Chauncey Smith 
Henry V. Cole 
WiIIiam F. Farish 
M. C. Causten 
Joseph Daniels 
George W. BaIloch 
Herman H. Gerdes 
William 0. Roome 
J. EIdridge Burns 
Thomas G .  Carmick 
Robert W. Best 
Frank H. Thomas 
William H. Singleton 
Thomas C. Noyes 
Richard C. Lewis 
Edwin A. M. Lawson 
Alban B. CaIdweII 
Archie D. Engel 
George M. Fisher 
Archie W. Cummings 
Charles L. Brockway 
Eugene E. Thompson 
Charles R. Bartktt 
Isaac R. Hitt 
Henry C. Stein 
E. Claude Babcock 
Henry J. Gompers 
Eugene J. Matchett 
Hermon H. Hi11 
Warren W. Grimes 
Harry G.  Hamlet 
Joseph Fromberg 
Cecil I. McReynoIds 
Harry S. Bowman, Ir. 

* Date the charter was granted. It  was actually delivered and inadvertently dated 
February 23,1846 

Archibald VanHorn 

Orlando Cook 
Shadrach Davis 
Alexander L. Joncherey 
William Ward 
James Hewitt 
Benjamin G. Thornton 
Henry Whetcroft 
Thomas Smith 
Joseph F. Brown 
John M. McCalla 
William VanVoorhies 

Samuel Byington 
George C. Whiting 
DeWitt C. Lawrence 

William B. Lord 
Samuel P. Bell 
John H. Benton 
Samuel Houston 
George H. Martin 
S. Norris Thorne 
John W. Griffin 
B. D. Carpenter 
John C. Hesse 
L. Cabel Williamson 
A. K. Lind 
George F. Erdman 
Theodore Friebus, Jr. 
Isaac E. Shoemaker 
Joseph L. Atkins 
Louis C. Wilson 
Charles H. Bradley 
W. Grant Lieuallen 
Stephen W. Norton 
Sulaiman Daoud 
Edwin Smith 
Albert C. Gorman 
Rufus S. Tucker 
C. Melvin Sharpe 
Frederick L. Haller 
Alex. McC. Ashley 
Raymond L. Schreiner 
Francis Thralls 
Maurice Blum 
Don C. Fees 
Richard E. Vincent 
James C. Rogers 
Carlin L. Brinkley 
A. Harry Ostrow 
Edwin S. Bettelheim, Jr. 
Robert E. Hanna 

** Name changed by Grar 

Junior Warden Record 

Patrick Magruder 

Ninian Beall 
James Kemp 
Henry Pyfer 
William Wood 
John Weightman 
Isaac Kell 
Thomas Stanley 
Charles Wilcox 
John W. Williams 
H. Langtry 
Bedney F. McDonald 

Thomas Thomas 
John L. Clubb 
2. D. Gilman 

E. C. Eckloff 
J. W. Jennings 
H. J. Alvord 
William Mertz 
Charles S. Wheeler 
George F. Wetzerich 
Lewis G. Stephens 
Benjamin M. Barker 
Hugo Eicholtz 
Alonzo J. Marsh 
V. A. Hubbard 
William H. Stalee 
Wilmer G. Platt 
Samuel 0. Wendel 
Philander C. Johnson 
John Paul Earnest 
Edwin Allen Swingle 
Henry R. Rieseberg 
Omar J. Veley 
Ellwood P. Morey 
Arthur W. Brewer 
Clinton A. Giles 
John K. Willis 
Edward S. Brashears 
Charles G. Emmett 
William I. Ogus 
David W. Pettit 
Joseph T. K. Plant 
Samuel J. Feldman 
George H. Foster 
Herbert W. Ludwig 
Howard T. Jones 
Hugh L. Murrell 
Loraine T. Johnson 
George J. B. Fisher 
Leftwich B. Revere 

Work interrupted 1836, resumed 1837 
Charter surrendered in 1838 
Ceased work in 1835, resumed 12 Apr 1865 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Ceased to work 1835 
Continuous to date 
Charter surrendered 27 December 1843 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
9 Apr 1850 became California No. 1 under 

Grand Lodge of California 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to datc 
Charter surrendered 27 December 1861 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 
Continuous to date 



GRAND LODGE FUNERAL SERVICES, 19 1 1 - 1 96 1 

Special 
Communication 

February 19, 1913 

August 9, 1913 

June 29, 1914 

April 26, 1916 

June 13, 1916 

November 22,1916 

April 10, 1917 

February 28, 1920 

July 6, 1922 

November 24, 1922 

January 4, 1928 

March 7, 1928 

February 7, 1929 

May 8, 1929 

October 8, 1930 

October 1, 1932 

March 6, 1933 

October 11, 1933 

January 5, 1934 

December 27, 1934 

April 13, 1935 

September 26, 1935 

January 30, 1937 

March 27, 1937 

August 23, 1937 

Name and Office 
at time of death 

M.W.Bro. Henry Stephen Merrill 
Past Grand Master 

R.W.Bro. Charles Webster Hancock 
Past Grand Secretary 

M.W.Bro. Samuel Claxton Palmer 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Jesse W. Lee, Jr. 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. James Anthony Sample 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Joseph Sylvester McCoy 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Henry Kedglie Simpson 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. George Clarke Ober 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Landon Cabell Williamson 
Past Grand Master 

W.Bro. Warren C. Bickford 
Grand Tiler 

M.W.Bro. T. John Newton 
Past Grand Master 

R.W.Bro. Arvine W. Johnston 
Past Grand Secretary 

M.W.Bro. Frederick G. Alexander 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Matthew Trimble 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. George Washington Baird 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Mark F. Finley 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Lem Towers, Jr. 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Charles J. O'Neill 
Past Grand Master 

R.W.Bro. Clyde J. Nichols 
Senior Grand Warden-elect 

M.W.Bro. William G. Henderson 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Sydney R. Jacobs 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Augustus B. Coolidge 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. James T. Gibbs 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Walter A. Brown 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Harry Standiford 
Past Grand Master 

Date of Death 

February 17, 1913 

August 7, 1913 

June 26, 1914 

April 24, 1916 

June 9, 1916 

November 19,1916 

April 7, 1917 

February 25, 1920 

July 3, 1922 

November 22,1922 

January 2, 1928 

March 4, 1928 

February 4, 1929 

May 6, 1928 

October 4, 1930 

September 29, 1932 

March 3, 1933 

October 9, 1933 

January 3, 1934 

December 24, 1934 

April 11, 1935 

September 22, 1935 

January 28, 1937 

March 25, 1937 

August 20,1937 

Interment 

Oak Hill Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Oak Hill Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Congressional Cemetery 

Oak Hill Cemetery 

Congressional Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Congressional Cemetery 

Glenwood Cemetery 

Glenwood Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemeteu 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Congressional Cemetery 

Congressional Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Oak Hill Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Glenwood Cemetery 

Oak Hill Cemetery 



GRAND LODGE FUNERAL SERVICES, 191 1-1961 (Cont.) 

Special 
: Communication 

I January 17, 1939 

( March 18, 1940 
i 1 July 27, 1940 

December 20, 1940 

August IS, 1942 
! 
April 5, 1943 

I February 23,1944 
I 
1 March 14, 1944 

November 22. 1944 

July 23, 1948 

I June 23, 1949 
April 24, 1950 

June 15, 1951 

October 13, 1951 

April 18, 1952 

November 12, 1952 

June 22, 1953 

October 24, 1955 

May 17, 1956 

January 28, 1957 

May 29, 1957 

July 30, 1958 

July 9, 1959 

October 5 1959 

M.W.Bro. Needham C. Turnage 
Past Grand Master 

W.Bro. Sydney J. Mayer 
Grand Tiler 

M.W.Bro. David S. Davison 
Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Wisdom D. Brown 
Past Grond Master 

W.Bro. Henry B. Cusick 
Junior Grand Steward 

W.Bro. J. Vernon Thomas 
Senior Grand Steward 

M.W.Bro. Roy D. Borden 
Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Robert S. Regar 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Paul B. Cromelin 
Past Grand Masfer 

M.W.Bro. Marvin Farrington 
Post Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Carl H. Claudy 
Pasf Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Charles E. Baldwin 
Past Grand Master, 
Grand Treasurer Emeritus 

Name and Office 
at time of death 

M.W.Bro. James A. West 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. James A. Wetmore 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Gratz E. Dunkum 
Past Grand Master 

W.Bro. William P. Herbst 
Grand Tiler 

M.W.Bro. William W. Jermane 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. James W. Witten 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Vernon G. Owen 
Posr Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. Eugene E. Thompson 
Past Grand Master 

M.W.Bro. J. Claude Keiper 
Past Grond Master and 
Grand Secretary 

M.W.Bro. Charles Cyrus Coombs 
Post Grond Master 

I April 20, 1950 

Date of Death 

January 14, 1939 

March 14, 1940 

July 24, 1940 

December 18, 1940 

August 13, 1942 

April 2, 1943 

February 20, 1944 

March 12, 1944 

November 19, 1944 

July 20, 1948 

October 9, 1951 

April 14, 1952 

November 8, 1952 
at  Miami, Florida 
June 19, 1953 

October 21, 1955 

May 14, 1956 

January 23, 1957 I at Dallas, Texas 

July 27, 1958 

M.W.Bro. Edwin S. Bettelheim, Jr. July 7, 1959 
Past Grand Master 

Interment 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

Glenwood Cemetery 

Fort Linwln Cemetery 

Cedar Hill Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Rock Creek Cemetery 

Cedar Hill Cemetery 

Glenwood Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Cedar Hill Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Washington National Cemetery 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

Congressional Cemetery 

Cremation 

Cremation 

Cedar Hill Cemetery 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Cremation W.Bro. John H. Eiseman 
Senior Grand Deacon 

September 29, 1959 

189 



GRAND LODGES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 

Grand Lodge Grand Representative 

GRAND LODGE OF THE 

Grand Lodge Grand Representative 

IN FRATERNAL RELATIONS WITH THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1961 

Grand Lodge Grand Representative 

. .  MASSACHUSETTS. .PAUL R. MATTIX 
MEXICO (NUEVO LEON) 

AUSTIN L. FEAGA 
MEXICO (TAMAULIPAS) 

JOHN M. JOHNSON 
MEXICO (YORK G. L.) 

OTTO B. ROEPKE 
. MICHIGAN. .WILLIAM P. JACOBS, JR. 

MINNESOTA. . CLYDE H. BUTLER, JR. 
. . . . . .  MISSISSIPPI. G. .GLENN REESE 

MISSOURI. . . .  .KENNETH J. FERNALD 
. . . . .  MONTANA. .THOMAS W. DODGE 

Grand Lodge Grand Representative 



Adams. President John Quincy . . . . . . . .  41 
Alexander. James Hoban . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 
Alexandria-Washington Lodge No . 22. 

Virginia 
12. 14. 15. 19.27. 120. fn . 136. 143 

Almas Temple. A.A.0.N.M.S . . . . .  .103. 161 
Anti-Masonic excitement . . . . . . . . . .  -41-42 
Arthur. President Chester A . . . . . . .  .69. 149 
Associated Methodist Church. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Georgetown 45 
Association of Worshipful Masters 

79.97.100.115.116. 119 

. . . . .  Babcock. Raymond N .5.138.171. 173 
Bageant. Edgar E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Baird. Rear Admiral George W . . . .  .78. 109 

. . .  Baldwin. Charles E .96.98. 140. 156. 173 
Ballard. William T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  173 
Balloch. General George W . . . . . . . . . . .  65 
Beall. Ninian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .12. 13 
Beatty. Thomas Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .21. 24 
Blackburn. Frederic B . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .7. 152 
Blank. Jack J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 
Bloom. Congressman So1 . . . . . . . .  .113. 118 
Bogley. Reuben A . Sr . 

111.113. 114.132.136.152. 173 
Bogley. Reuben A . Jr . 

132.136.140.141. 152 
Borah. Senator William E . . . . . . . .  .117. 118 
Borden. Roy D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  131 

. . Bromwell. Congressman H P H . . . . . . .  59 
Brown. Walter A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .79. 150 
Brown. Wisdom D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108. 152 
Buchanan. President James . . . . . . . . . . .  56 
Buchanan. Wiley T . . . . . . . . . . . _  139 
Buchly . Anthony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62 
Bulley. Michael . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 
Burton. Senator Harold H . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 
By-laws of Lodges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 
Byrd. Senator Harry F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  136 
Byrd. Admiral Richard E . . . . . . . . . . . . .  136 

Caccia. Sir Harold British Ambassador . 139 
Calder. William . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
Camalier. Renah F .. .127. 128.138. 152. 158 
Campbell. Colin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 
Canada. Provincial Grand Lodge 

of Montreal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 
Cam. Edward H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  141 
Capitol. see U . S . Capitol . 
Carroll. Daniel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
Casanave. Peter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .14. 16 
Cassin. Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
Chamberlain . E . H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69 

INDEX 

193 

Charleston [S.C.] City Gazette . . . . . . . . .  16 
Chicago fire [1871]. aid to victims of . . .  62 
Chiffelle. Thomas P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70 
China. application for charter from . . . .  77 
Clark, Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 
Claudy. Carl H . . . . .  .121.122.133.136. 173 
Clay. Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 
Clayton. Aubrey H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .9. 172 

. . . . . . . . . .  Cleveland. President Grover 69 
Clinton. DeWitt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 
Coffelt. Leslie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127 
Columbian Mirror and 

Alexandria Gazette wa.].  . . . . . .  17 
Constitution Hall,.Washington, D . C . 

116.126. 156 
Constitution of the United States. see 

U . S . Constitution . 
Cook. J . Williamson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  173 
Coolidge. Augustus B . . . . . . . . . . . .  .79. 150 
Coolidge. President Calvin . . . . . . .  .l03. 108 
Coombs. Charles Cyrus . . . . . . . . .  .105. 151 
Corcoran. William Wilson . . . . . . . . .  .44. 45 
Corcoran Gallery of Art . . . . . . . . .  .45. 66 
Cornerstone Lodge No . 224. Md . . . . . . .  132 
Cornerstone 

Chronology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145 
Laid on Sundays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 
Return of a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  114 

Crawley. J . W . Chetwode . . . . . . . . . . . . .  95 
Cremation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  94 
Cromelin. Paul B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .115. 118 

. Cummings. William L . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fn 42 
. . .  Cunningham. John D . . . . . . . . . .  _ 173 

Daniels. Ara M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .108. 120 
Davies. Sir Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .118. 119 
Davis. George R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  98 
Davis. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Davison. David S 127 
Day. Milton R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  124 
Daylight Lodge chartered . . . . . . . . . . . . .  78 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dean Convass B 171 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dick. Elisha Cullen 12 
. . . . . . . . . . .  Dirksen. Senator Everett M 141 

District of Columbia [Federal District] 
13.15. reenactment of 

cornerstone ceremony 120 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dodds. Lex L 171 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dodge. Thomas W 171 
Donaldson. R . B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dumfries. Virginia .13. 19 
Dunbar. U . S . J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Dunkum. Gratz E .98.108. 151 
Dzmlap's American Daily Advertiser . . . .  15 



INDEX 

Eddy. C . Vernon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .117. 118 
Eisenhower. President Dwight D . 

133.140. 162 
Elkins. Jeremiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 
Ellicott. Major Andrew . . . . . . .  .map 10. 12 
Elliott. Robert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 
England. United Grand Lodge of 

50. 62. 67-68. 84. 100. 104. 110. 
118. 119. 133. 134. 138. 139 

Estes. L . Whiting . . . . . .  .9. 98. 126. 172. 173 
Exemplifications of the degrees . . . . . . . .  112 

Fairbanks. Vice President Charles W . . . .  150 
Farrington. Marvin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  125 
Feidt. George W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 1. 173 
Fields. Milton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Fierer. Charles Frederick . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 
Fillmore. President Millard . . . . . . . . . . .  50 
Fines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 
Finley. Mark F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .102. 151 
Fowler. Marvin E . . . . . . . . . . .  126. 152. 161 
Fowler. Walter L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fn . 29 
Fox. Albert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  98 
Frank. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 
Franklin. Benjamin 

1 1. Lodge named for 1 16 
Fredericksburg Lodge No . 4. Virginia 

141. 143 
Freeman. Rt . Rev . James E . 

Bishop o f  Washington . . . . . . . . . .  117 
French. Benjamin Brown . 50. 59.61. 62. 144 
Fulkerson. Roe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .107. 151 

Garfield. President James A . . . . . .  .66. 67-68 
Gauker. Ralph H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  157 
General Grand Lodge . . . . . .  .37.38.48. 55 
Germania Lodge No . 160. 

Baltimore. Md . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 
Gibbs. James T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .62. 152 
Gibbs. Thomas F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  73 
Gillette. D . H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fn . 13 
Gilley. Charles B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Ginn. Lurton R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .7. 150 
Goldberg. Maurice A . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fn . 107 
Good standing cards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  78 
Gould. Robert Freke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  95 
Grand Lodge F.A.A.M., D.C. 

Blood donor program . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 
Centennial observances . . . . . . . . .  . 8  5-92 
Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  78. 132 
Committees 

Accounts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  135 
Correspondence . . . . . . . . . .  .29.37. 49 
Grievance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  131 
Jurisprudence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  115 
Masonic education and service . 102. 122 

Constitution 
29. 32. 33.34. 35. (1828) 46.59. 

(1903 revision) 77 
Distinguished service medal . . . . . . . . .  122 
Fidelity Medals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  116 
Fifty year gold button . . . . . . . . . . . . .  114 
First opened . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
Funerals . . . . . . . . . . .  .first 41. list of 190 
Honorary Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  95 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Library 55 
Masonic Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  140 
Officers 

Appointive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  98 
Deputy Grand Masters for 

Washington. Georgetown. 
Alexandria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47 

Dress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  140 
Entire line elective . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 
Grand Lecturer. first . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 
Portraits. 1961-1962 . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Senior. list for 1811-1961 . . . . . . . . .  176 
Stationary. list for 1911-1961 . . . . . .  184 

One hundred twenty-fifth anniversary . 115 
Proceedings . . . . . . . . .  .33.48. reprints 65 
Retirement plan for employees . . . . . .  131 
School of Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . .  .9. 71 
Sesquicentennial observances . . . . . . .  155 
Trialcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  131 
Trustees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  135 
Visit to Richmond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56 

Grand Lodges recognized. 
list as of 1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  190 

Grand Masters 
Annual addresses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70 
First to die in office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 
Portrait collection started . . . . . . . . . . .  62 
Portraits of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -163 

Grand Masters in North America. 
Conference of . . . . .  .96-97. 103. 139 

Grand Representatives. first . . . . . . . . . .  47 
Grand Visitations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .32. 69 
Grant. Alexander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  97 
Grayson. William . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 
Grier. Alexander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Griffith. Clark 119. 173 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gude. William F 98 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gurney. Senator Chan 120 

Hamlet. Admiral Harry G . . . . . . . . . . .  126 
Harding. Rt . Rev . Alfred . . . . . . . . . . .  83 
Harding. President Warren G . 

101.102.103. 142. 143 
Harper. Kenton N . . . . . . . . . .  .7. fn . 29. 94 
Harris. Thaddeus Mason . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harry. Edward B 132 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hart. Richard H .159. 171 



INDEX 

Heroesof'76 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  159 
Hershfield. Harry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 
Hoban. James . . . . . . . . . .  .6.13.14. 19. 128 
Hollingshed. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
Hoover. President Herbert . . . . . . .  .l52. 162 
Hughes. Charles E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  119 

Independence Hall. Philadelphia . . . . . . .  1 1 

Jackson. President Andrew 
40.42.43.45.47. 146 

Jacobs. Sydney R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  107, 151 
Jacobs, William P . Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Jefferson, President Thomas . . . . . . .  . f  n. 13 
Johnson, President Andrew . . . . . . .  .59, 146 
Johnson, J . August Jr . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . .  142 
Johnson, Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
Jones, Charles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
Jones, Jesse H . Secretary of Commerce . 120 
Jones, Admiral John Paul . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 

Kahn. Marx E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  173 
Keiper. J . Claude 

93.98. 99. 108. 115. 150. 173 
Kincaid. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
King Edward VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84 
Knights Templar. Grand Commandery. 

D.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  159. 161 
Washington Commandery No . 1 . . . . .  56 

Knowles. William . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
Korman. Milton D . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .131. 172 
Kurtz. Daniel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 

Larner. Noble D . [I8801 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 
Larner. Noble D . [I9421 

121. 123. 127. fn . 136. 173 
Latch. Rev . Edward Gardiner . 133. 161. 171 
L'Enfant. Pierre Charles . . . . . . . . . . .  .12. 13 
Lincoln. President Abraham 

61.101.146. 147 
Lincoln Monument . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60 
Lodge charters. preservation of . . . . . . . .  125 
Lodges. constituted. list of . . . . . . . . . . . .  186 
Lodges. D . C . 

No . 9. Md . . . . . . . .  .11. 14. 16. 19.21. 153 
No . 15. Md . . . . . . . . . . . .  .6.14.19.22. 23 
Columbia No . 19. Md . . . . . . . . . . .  .21. 22 
Columbia No . 35. Md . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
Washington Naval No . 41. Md . . . . . . . .  22 
Potomac No . 43. Md . . . . . . . . . . . .  .23. 24 
Brooke No . 47. Va . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .22. 27 
Federal No . 1 

6. 28.fn . 29. 46.49. 62. 124. 136 
Brooke No . 2 . . . . . . . . .  .28. fn . 29.35. 46 
Columbia No . 3.28; fn . 29.46. revived 60 
Naval No . 4 . . . . . . . . . .  .28. fn . 29.49. 59 
Potomac No . 5 

fn . 13.24.25.28. fn . 29.45.49. 153. 154 

Union No . 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 1, 46 
Lebanon No . 7 . . . . . . . . . .  3 1.37.49. 137 
Evangelical No . 8 . .  .surrenders charter 48 
The New Jerusalem No . 9 . . . . . . . . . .  49 
Hiram No . 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .49, 113 
St . John's No . 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .49, 62 
National No . 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49 
California No . 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .49, 126 
Washington Centennial No . 14 . . . . . .  55 
Benjamin B . French No . 15 . . . . . . . . .  61 
Dawson No . 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .55, 96 
Harmony No . 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .18 6-187 
Acacia No . 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .18 6-187 
LaFayette No . 19 . . . . . . .  fn . 136, 186-187 
Hope No . 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .18 6-187 
Anacostia No . 21 . . . . . . . . . .  .60, 186-187 
George C . Whiting No . 22 . . . . .  .105, 136 
Pentalpha No . 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .67, 139 
Stansbury No . 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 
Arminius No . 25 . . . . . . . . . . .  .64-65, 143 
Osiris No . 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .18 6-187 
Myron M . Parker No . 27 . . . . . . . . . . .  97 
King David No . 28 . . . . . . . . . . .  -186-187 
Takoma No . 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  132 
William R . Singleton No . 30 . . . . . . . .  75 
King Solomon No . 3 1 . . . . . . . . . .  .78, 111 
Temple Noyes N o  . 32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  95 
Mt . Pleasant No . 33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93 
East Gate No . 34 . . . . . . . . .  .95,102, 112 
JoppaNo.35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 
Albert Pike No . 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 
Congress No . 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 
Joseph H . Milans No . 38 . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Warren G . Harding No . 39.103, 142, 143 
Cathedral No . 40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Trinity No . 41 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Chevy Chase No . 42 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Brightwood No . 43 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  107 
Theodore Roosevelt No . 44 . . . . . . . . .  107 
Samuel Gompers No . 45 . . . . . . . . . . .  107 
Justice No . 46 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 
Petworth No . 47 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 
Barristers No . 48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 
Semper Paratus No . 49 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  115 
Benjamin Franklin No . 50 . . . . . . . . .  116 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sojourners No 51 -119 
Fort Dupont No . 52 . . . . . . . . . .  .124, 125 

For all Lodges, see pages 186-187 
Lodge of Mutual Benevolence . . . . . . .  56 
Union Lodge U . D., Alexandria . . . . .  58 
Emergent Lodge No . 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  123 

Lyons. Rev . W . Kenneth . . . .  .157,161, 171 

Macdonald. Charles T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171 
Mackey. Albert Gallatin . . . . . . . . . .  .60. 68 
Macpherson. Gregor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  132 
Madison. President James . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 



Making Masons at Sight . . . . . . .  .73.74, 120 
Marion Lodge No . 70. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Marion. Ohio .142. 143 
Marrs. Aubrey R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 
Marshall. General George C . . . . . . . . . . .  120 
Marshall. Chief Justice John . . . . . . . . . .  38 
Marshall. Vice President Thomas R . . . .  151 
Maryland Grand Lodge 

11. 19.20.23.25.27.28. 
29. 69.70. 132. 133. 134 . . 

Masonic and Eastern Star Home 
76.95.96. 101. 125. 126. 

127. 130.131. 140. 174 
Masonic Board of Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72 
Masonic Burial and Funeral Service . . . .  13 1 
Masonic Clubs in D . C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93 
Masonic Employment Bureau . . . . .  .97. 108 
Masonic Fair (1902) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75 
Masonic Hall Association (1864) . . . . . .  59 
Masonic Relief Association of the 

U . S . and Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . .  73 
Masonic Service Association . . . . . .  .99. 121 
Masonic Temple Association ( 1898) 

72. amended 79.96.98. 135 
Massachusetts Grand Lodge 

Bicentennial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  114 
Masters. installed in Grand Lodge . . . . .  32 
Mattix. Paul R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 
Meese. Norman S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fn . 101 
Meeting Places 

Union Lodge Ha11 . . . . . . . .  .26.27.31. 35 
Central Masonic Hall 

. . . . . . . . .  [Freemasons Hall] .39. 47 
Masonic Temple. 9th and F Streets. 

N.W. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .59. 63 
Masonic Temple. 13th & N.Y. Ave., 

N.W. 
frontis., 72.75.78. 80.98. 123. 135. 137 

Melvin. James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
Membership 

Card index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76 
Statistics . . . . .  .35. 46. 49. 57. 60. 71. 100 

Memorial Continental Hall. 
D.A.R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148. 150 

Milans. Joseph H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .98. 173 
Military Lodges during the Civil War . 57-58 
Monroe. President Jaines . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145 
Morgan. William . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .41. 42 
Moulder. John M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .43. 45 
Mt . Hermon Lodge No . 179. 

Hyattsville. Md . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  73 
Mount Vernon Ladies Association . . . . .  56 

McCall. John B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 
McCormick. Alexander . . . . . . . . . . .  .23. 28 
McIntosh. Samuel W . . . .  .4. 8. 135. 139. 161 
McKinley. President William . . .  .57.72. 149 
McMah0n.T. G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  159 

INDEX 
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Naylor. Horace S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .139. 173 
Netherlands Grand Lodge Bicentennial . 132 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 

60. 147 
Nicholson. Robert C . . . . . . . . . . . .  .157. 161 
"Night of Thrills" Benefits . 119. (1952) 13 1 
Northeast Conference on Masonic 

Libraries and Education . . . . . . . .  139 

Oak Hill Cemetery . . . . . . . . . . . .  .45.60. 75 
Ohio flood sufferers. aid to . . . . . . . . . . . .  96 
Olephan. Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
O'Neale. William . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 
Owen. Vernon G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  173 

Page. Yelverton P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 
Paine. John Howard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45 
Palmer. Rev . John C . 

9.103.105.118.126.172. 173 
Parker. Myron M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69 
Parkhurst. W . C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60 
Pennsylvania Grand Lodge . . . . . . . . . . .  30 
Pershing. General John J . . . . . . . . . . . . .  151 
Philadelphia. as temporary capital . . . . .  11 
Pike. Albert. dedication of statue . . . . . .  76 
Polk. President James K . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146 
Port Tobacco. Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
Portraits of Grand Masters. 

Grand Lodge Officers . . . . . . . . . . .  163 
Pryse. Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .23. 24 

Queen Elizabeth I1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  154 

Reed. J . B . T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  57 
Refreshment tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 
Reintzel. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
Reintzel. Valentine . . . . .  .21.24.28.80. 153 
Requirements for recognition . . . . .  .10 8-109 
Residence requirements ( 1870) . . . . . . . .  61 
Richards. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
Richards. Roland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 
Riggs National Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .45. 153 
Roberts. Charles F . . . . . . . . . .  .103. 108. 151 
Robertson. M . A . 

Ambassador o f  Canada . . . . . . . .  139 
Robins. Sir Alfred . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  104 
Roepke. Otto B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .115. 152 

. . . . . .  Rohrman. William H .8. 138. 139. 173 
Roosevelt. President Franklin D . . .  .119. 151 
Roosevelt. President Theodore 

75. 80. 81. 150 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . Roy. Rev Thomas S .139. 157 

Royal and Select Masters. 
Grand Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 

. . . .  Royal Arch. Grand Chapter .42.60. 161 
. .  . . . . . .  Royal Order of Scotland : .70. 161 



INDEX 

St . John the Evangelist Day . . . . . . . . . . .  32 
St . John's Church. Washington. D . C . 

41.42. 145 
St . John's Lodge No . 1. New York . 101. 141 
St . John's Mite Association. D . C . . . . . . .  62 
Savage. Harry B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .161. 171 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Scarbrough. Lord .138. 139 
Schley. Admiral Winfield Scott . . . . . . . .  73 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Schooley. William E .138. 173 
Schultz. Edward T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 
Scotland. Grand Lodge of 

Grand Master's visit to . . . . . . . . . . . . .  115 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Secretary of 118 

Scottish Rite Temple . (1888) 71. (1910) 83 
Senate Chamber. see U . S . Senate Chamber . 

. . . .  Sesqui-Centennial Year Observances 155 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shoreham Hotel 160 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shouse. EugeneF 161 

Shryock. Thomas J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  73 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Silverman. Harry 173 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Singleton. William R .7. 75 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Small. John H 73 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Smith. Luther A 161 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Srnithsonian Institution 148 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Snyder. Eulan I .159. 172 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sousa. John Philip 113 
. . . . . . . . . .  Standing Resolution of 1930 110 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stanley. Dean Hill 171 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stansbury. Charles F 7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Steuart. Leonard P 152 
Stewart. J . George 

. . . . . . . .  Architect of the Capitol 141 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stewart. John M 133 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stuart. Dr . David .12. 14 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Summaries 175 

Supreme Council. Scottish Rite. 
Southern Jurisdiction .61. 76.94. 161 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Suter. John 14 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sutphin. Robert F 172 

Taft. President William Howard 
82.83.150. 151 

"Temple Heights" . . 98. 104.107. 116. 123 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Thomas. Lt Donald W 159 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Throckmorton. Parker 171 

Times and the Patowmack Packet 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Georgetown) 19 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Towers. Lem Jr .98. 151 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Traprain. Lord .118. 119 

Truman. President Harry S . 
120.125.127.128.146.154. 162 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Turner. Samuel Jr 21 

U . S . Capitol 
14. cornerstone [I7931 17. extension 
[I8511 50.54. reenactment of 1793 
ceremonies [I9321 113. new east front 
[I9591 139.140. 141 

U . S . Constitution. sesqui-centennial 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  observance 116 

U . S . Senate Chamber. 
Masonic meeting in . . . . . . . . .  . 3  6.38 

Vaughn. Brig . Gen . Harry H . . . . . . . . . .  125 
Virginia Grand Lodge 

28.29.48. 56. 58. 74. waivers 117 
Virginia portion ceded from the District . 48 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Walthal1.E.C.W.D 118. 119 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  War of 1812 35 

Washington. President George 
11. 12. 13. 14. 19. 50. 74 

Washington. George 
. . . . . .  Bicentennial celebration .l11. 112 

Equestrian statue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gavel 153-154 

Masonic national memorial. 
. . . . . . . . . . .  Alexandria .94.102. 103 

Monument 
41. cornerstone 49. dedication 69-70. 144 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . St John's Lodge Bible 101 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  University Law School 98 
Washington Cathedral 

83.117.126.133.134. 158 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Webster. Daniel 50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Weimar. Karl T Jr .159. 172 
. . . . . . . .  . . Wergeland. Maj Gen Floyd L 159 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  West. James A .110. 152 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Weyl. Max 62 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  White. Sydney A 133 
White House [President's House] 

13. 14;16. 128. 129 
. . . . . . . . . . .  Whiting. George C .7.57.60. 62 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Wiley. Senator Alexander 141 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Willard Hotel .101.11 1.120 . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Willingham. Ray L 127 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Winning. T C .118. 119 

. . .  Wolfe. kalph McPherson 5. 138. 157. 161 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Woodman Francis J .80. 150 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  World War I 99 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  World War I1 121 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Zinnamon. Arthur 131 

Note: Names in the Summaries have not been included in the Index . Grand Masters portraits 
have not been indexed by name . 
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